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To all whom 1t may concern. |

Be 1t known that we, WALTER LaAvVINGSTON
and Arserr . IavinasToN, citizens of the
United states, residing at Hastings, 1n the
county of Adams and State of Nebraska,
have invented a new, and useful Burial-
Vault, of which the following 1s a specifica-
{iow.

‘This invention relates to burial vaults and
more particularly to that class of vaults in
which a chamber of masonry 1s employed
for liousing the burial case or coflin.

The object of the invention 1s to provide a

concrete vault which may be built within

the grave and quekly and cheaply con-
sirieted without the employment of skilled
labor. |

A further object of the nvention is to
provide a vault the interior walls of which
are tormed by the coflin case or receptacle,
rle case being first positioned within the
grave and the cement subsequently intro-
duced and thoroughly tamped above and
«round the case to form the body ot the
vault.

A farthier object 18 to provide a water-
preof jacket or covering which surrounds
the exterior walls of the case or receptacle
and serves to render the vault practically ar
and water tight.

A still further object of the invention s
to provide a slab or plate which forms the
top of the grave and also serves to support
“an inscription or other identifying device,
wid slab being provided with a marginal

flange dispose:d flush with the upper surtace |

of the earth so as to permit grass and other
shirubbery avound the grave to be reacily
trimued and cut when necessavy.

further objects and advantages will ap-
pear in the following description, it being
nnderstood that various changes in form,
proportions and minor details of construc-
tion may be resorted to within the scope of
the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specification: Figure 1 1s a
sectional perspective view, showing a burial
vault embodying features of our invention.
[fie. 2 is a similar view of the vault com-
plete. Iig. 3 is a perspective view of the
identifying slab or plate. Tig. 4 is a detail
sectional view. Kig. b 1s a perspective, sec-
tional view illustrating a modified form of
the invention.

Jimilar numerals of reference indicate cor- |

Specification of Letters Patent.
Application filed Februnary 4, 1909,

Patented Dec. 21, 1909,
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responding parts in all of the hgures of the

drawings.
In constructing the vault forming tne sub-

Ject matter of the present invention an ex-

cavation o 1s first formed 1 the earth, the
side walls of which are constricted at 6 to
produce oppositely disposed shoulders or
abutments 7. A quantity ol cement, con-
crete or other plastic material 1s then shov-
cled or otherwise introduced into the grave
and troweled off to form a foundation 8

after which the cover 9 of an ordinary wood’

burial box or receptacle 1s positioned within
the grave with the longitudinal reinforcing
cleat 10 of the cover embedded 11 the cement,
as best shown in Iligs, 1 and 2 of the draw-
ings, thereby to anchor the member 9 and
prevent accidental displacement of the same.

The outer face of the cover member 9 1s
preferably covered with a sheet of rubber
felt or other material impervious to water
indicated at 11, the edges ot the sheet 11 be-
inge folded over the marginal edge of the
member 9 and thence extended 1nwardly
over the upper face of said member to form
2 marginal packing 12. The packing 12 1s
sccured to the upper surface of the cover
member 9 by longitudimal and fransverse
cleats 13 and 14, said cleats bemg spaced 1n-
wardly from the edges of the cover to leave
a marginal seat for the veception of the body
of the case or receptacle 15,

The coflin case or receptacle 15 1s of the
usual construction and is introduced within
the grave, open end down, after the casket
or coffin has been lowered into the grave.
The box or receptacle 15 1s also provided
with a cover or jacket of rubber felt, which

Jatter Is folded inwardly at the free edges

of the receptacle so as to form a marginal
packing strip 16 for cngagement with the
packing strip 12 of the cover. A quantity
of cement, concrete or other plastic material
is then shoveled or otherwise introduced
within the grave and thoroughly tamped
around and above the case or receptacle 15
thereby to form the body 17 of the vault.
The concrete forming the body portion 17
of the vault preferably terminates a short
distance below the upper surface of the
oround to produce a socket or recess 18 for
the reception of a cover plate or slab 19, the
latter being constructed of cement or formed
of a slab of stone, if desired. The slab or
plate 19 is provided with a marginal flange
20, which latter is disposed flush with the
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upper surface of the ground so as to per-
mit grass and shrubbery surrounding the
t or trimmed without
d‘l]ﬁlﬂ{?ﬂ of the “nttmo blades of the mower
coming in contact w1th the slab and becom-
The upper
surface of the slab or plate 19 may be
simooth and unobstructed or the stone or

cement cut or chiseled to produce suitable |

letters 21 for identifying the grave.

Attention is here called to the fact that
the cleats or ribs 13 and 14 not only serve to
secure the impervious sheet or jacket of the
member 9 in position but also serve to rein-
torce and brace the side and end walls of
the box or receptacle 15 g0 as to prevent the
latter from being forced inwardly when the
cement 1s tampe& within the grave. It will
also be noted that the case or receptacle 15
forms the inner walls of the vault and also

constitutes the mold or form used In con-
structing the Iatter.

The constricted neck will preferably be
just wide enough to permit the ready pas-
sage of the box or receptacle 15 so as to
ﬂmde the latter when lowering the recep-
tacle onto tllu bottom: member 9, while the
shoulders 7 formm pockets for the cement and
assist  in anchmmﬂ the latter within the
orave. By first lowelmo the cofiin within
the orave and E‘:me@(ﬂl(ﬁ“lﬂv lowering the box
or receptacle open end down, to a position
over 1he C“L"_"Lebj lability of hppmo or up-

etting of the casket by reason of the casket

11@111110 cn the upper edge of the receptacle
is effectu: ﬂly prevented.

In Fig. 5 of the drawing there 1s illus-
trated a modified form of the imvention 1n
whiclh an arch-forming member 22 is placed
on the upper surface of the box or recepta-
cle 157, this construction being especially de-
5mned for use when the graves are very deep
in order to effect a saving in cement. In
’thg form of the device the entire surface ol

ne cover plate or slab 197 is preferably dis-
posed flush with the upper surface of the
ground although it will be understood that
the COVer plate or slab shown in Figs. 2 and |
5 of the drdwing may be used as a cover for
the vault shown in Fig. 5, if so desired.

i
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643,081

A burial vault made 1 dccordance with
the present Imvention may be quickly and
cheaply constructed without the ‘employ-
ment ot skilled labor, the cement forming
the body of the vault being used to fill the
orave 1 place of the loose earth which is
usually shoveled into the grave after the
coffin hias been lowered within the same.

Having thus described the mnvention what
13 Clalmed 1S :

1. A concrete burial vault built within an
excavation constituting a grave and pro-
vided with an interior chamher a receptacle
forming the interior walls of the chambenr
and includi ing a bottém section, water proof
material covering the bottom section and
over-lapping the longitucinal and trans-
verse edges of said sectmn cleats forming
fastening devices for the water proof mate-
L
end walls of the receptacle, water prootf ma-
terial surrounding the body of the recepta-
cle and folded over the edges of said recep-
ac*le for contact with the w vater proof mafe-

1al covering the bottom section, and a slab
Tmmmu the cover of the grave.

9. A concrete burial vault built within an
{mfz‘m ation
vided with an interior Ch‘unbel a receptacle
forming- the interior walls of the chamber
and 111@111(11110 a bottom section, water proof
material covering the bottom section and
over-lapping the longitudinal and trans-
verse edges of said sectmn cleats forming
fastening devices for the water proof mate-
rial and | constituting braces for the side and
end walls of the 1ecephcleq and water proof
material surrounding t.
tacle and folaed over the edges of said re-
ceptacle for contact with the water proot
material covering the bottom section.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing

as our own, we have hereto affixed our sig-
natures in the presence of two witnesses.

WALTER LIVINGSTON.
ALBERT L. LIVINGSTON,
Witnesses: '
J. H. Usrraxe,
N, A, KoBer.
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constituting a grave and pro-

he body of the recep-

20

60

80

3D

90




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

