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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
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Application filed Cctober 23, 1908.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Dec. 21, 1909.
Serial No., 459,195.

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Josgrir W. McCaNN,
a citizen of the United States, and a resi-
den of Washington, in the District of Co-
lumbia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Stamp-Affixing Ma-
chines, of which the following 1s a spemﬁca—
tion.

My invention relates to machines for aflix-
Ing postage stamps to envelops, post-cards,
etc., and has for its object the provision of
a machine provided with means to feed the
mail matter to the stamp-atlixing mechan-
ism, having a device for moistening the mail
piece, and a mechanism for delwelmo the
stamps singly to the envelop and pressing

them 1nto position thereon.
My invention will be described 1n detail

hereinafter, and 1illustrated 1n the accom-
panying drawings, in which—

Kigure 1 1s a view 1n elevahon of one side
of my improved machine; Ifig. 2, a, similar
view of the opposite f-:lde Fig. 3, an end
view; Fig. 4, a detail vrlew of th(, envelop-
mmstemnﬂ device; Fie. 5, a view of the
stamp- ‘lﬂl‘{lnﬂ dewce in the position assumed
before an envelo 1S mﬁerted Fio. 6, a cen-
tral vertical sectlon‘ll Vlew of the stamp-
aflixing mechanism; Ifig. 7, a horizontal sec-
tional view on the line 2 ot If10. 63 Fig. 8,
a similar view on the line % v “of I‘lg. 6
ig. 9, a fragmental detail view showing
the pressure-block 1n position to aflix the
stamp; and I'ig. 10, a detail view of the
pawl controlling the operation of the ma-
chine showing the reverse side from that
shown in Fig. 3.

In the drawings similar reference char-
acters 1dicate conesl)ondm parts 1n all
of the views. _

1 indicates the base, having the table 2
thereon to receive the env eloD or post-card
to be stamped, and provided with an up-
wardly-extending flange 3 on one side to
correctly position the enve10p. or post-card.

4 and 4?* indicate standards secured adja-
cent to one end of table 2, having a roller 5
journaled thereon. The standard 4* ends
above the journal of collar 5, but the stand-
ard 4 1s extended upwardly and formed with
a cross-bar 6 and vertical extension 7.
Standard 4 and extension 7 are provided
with vertical slots 8 1n which are mounted
the trunnions 9* of roller 9 that is held nor-
mally 1n engagement with the surface of

i

' roller 5 by means of a U-shaped spring rod

10, secured to pin 11 on cross-bar 6, and
having the ends of its arms provided with
eyes 12 engaging trunnions 9. 13 indicates
another standard secured to base 1, having
vertical slots 14 and 15 therein, with beveled
walls 14* and 154, respectwelv

16 1ndicates a plate slidably mounted on
standard 18 and secured thereon by means of
lug 17, removably secured thereto, mounted
1n slot 15, and provided with beveled sides
17* to engage beveled walls 152,

19 1ndicates a horizontal table extension
on the upper end of plate 16.

20 mdicates an expansible coil-spring en-

caging the lower end of slot 15 and the un-
der side of lug 17 to hold the plate 16 and
table 19 1n a nm*mallsf raised position. As
the lower end of plate 16 when 1n its raised
position nearly Ieaches the base 13* of stand-
ard 13, 1t will be understood that it has but
slight movement downward and is intended
to tear off the stamp from the strip after
being aflixed to the envelop by the mechm%
1sm hereinafter described.

21 1indicates another plate slidably mount-
ecd on standard 13 by means of a lug 22, se-
cured thereto, mounted in slot 14 and hav-
1nge beveled sides 298 engaging beveled walls
147 of said slot, said plate bemﬂ held 1n a

normally raised position by means of an
expansible coil-spring engaging the under-
side of said lug 22 and “the lower end of
slot 14

24 1ndicates a presser-block extending
from the lower end of plate 21 and havmn
its outer edge beveled, as shown at 242, to
oulde the em*el()p or post-card into posﬂ:lon
between the block 24 and table 19.

25 Indicates a semi-cylindrical casing se-
cured to standard 13 to cover slots 14 and
15, and provided with partitions 26 opposite
the ends of the slots to form beaunos fm
the lower ends of the springs 20 and 2

The upper end of plﬁto 21 15 plovuled
with a cam-Tace 27, and 28 mdicates a lever
fulerumed on standard 13 and having a
cam-face that engages cam-face 27, 1t be-
ine uncderstood that when the lexel 28 1s
swung downwardly the plate 21 1s actuated
downwardly also and the envelop or post-
card that may be between the table 19 and
block 24 1s submitted to pressure. -

29 1ndicates a plate secured to standard
13, having a horizontal table 30 secured

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

118



10 S

15

Cid
[

40

49

50

55

60

65

-supports 49,

thereto. or formed integral therewith, and

31 an 'inv?erted channel-shaped guide-plate

secured to side edges of table 30 and cut
away, as shown at 82 to form ovelhmomo
ﬂqnoes 33, a web 34 connecuno said flanges
and a central in teoral tongue 35 extending
toward table 19 with an upwqrdly extend-
ing beveled lug 36 on the end thereof. The
outer ends of ﬂqnﬂ‘es 33 are curled up, as
shown at 332, to ﬁulde the strips of stamps

between the hble 30 and guide-plate 31,
said strips being mounted on a reel 37 jour-

naled on the end-of said table 30.

38 indicates an arm secured to lever 28
and 39 a rod pivotally secured to the free
end of said arm having a downwardly-ex-
tending biturcated extension 40 on one end
with pin points 41 on the ends of its prongs
that engage the perforations between the
stamps when the lever 1s actuated.

49 indicates a block pivotally secured be-
tween the flanges 40 that rides on tongue 35
when the lever is actuated downwardly and
provided with a cross-bar 43, secured there-
to, that engages said prongs so that the
points 41 are held from engagement with
the stamps when the rod 39 1s “actuated to-
ward the outer end of guide-plate 31, while
when the rod 89 is drawn toward the presser
block 24 the block 42 swings clear of the
prongs so that they enter the cut-away por-
tions 32 to engage the stamps as stated.
The web 34 1s formed with grooves 34% to
receive the points 41 and 0‘1,11de them 1nto
sald cut-away portions 32.

44 1ndicates a spring secured to arm 38

and short arm of rod 39 to hold the prongs
40 and block 42 normally 1 a lowered posi-
t1on. |

45 incicates a lIug on the inner side of one
of the prongs 40 that engages the edge of
the presser-block 24 when the rod 39 reaches
the Iimit of 1ts rearward stroke 1n pulling
the stamp under said block 24, and when the
block 24 raises to release the stamped mis-
sive thereunder the prongs are also raised
out of engagement with the stamps at the
Sa11e tlme.
36 1s held over tongue 35 in posﬂtmn to en-
oage the tongue 35 on the next downstl oke
of the lever and hold the prongs from en-

oaging the stamps during the outward

strohe ot said rod 39,

46 indicates a spring-tongue secured to the
top of presser-block 24 and having a down-

wardly extending end 47 that engages the ;

perforations between the stamp under said
block 24 and the next succeeding stamp to
hold the strip of stamps squi{malj while the
stamp 18 bemﬂ aftixed to the envelop or card,
the downward movement of the table 19
when actuated by block 24 operating to tear
said stamp from the strip.

48 indicates a gear-wheel journaled on

‘The block 42 by engaging Iug.

_ 943,952

- man conﬂectmo lever 23 and said gmr ~wheel

to o1ve it a rocl{mo motion each time that
the lever is acamtec as above described.

51 indicates a shaft ]'o irnaled on suppor
*'“i“.. secured to st‘mc ard 4 and an extension

53 of one side of guide-plate 31.

54 indicates a pinion secured to shaft 51
and meshing with gear-wheel 48, and 55 a
beveled pinion, also secured to said shaft

and meshing with beveled pinion 56 secured

to the trunnion of reller 5. It will be under-
stood from this constr Uctwn that when the
gear-wheel 48 13 turned clockwise by the
downward movement of lever 28 the roller 5
1s rotated 1n the direction to move an en-
velop toward standard 13, while when the

lever swings upwardly so as to reverse the

I

70

75

30

movement of the wheel 48 the roller 5 15 -

turmed 1n the opposite direction to return the
envelop or carc to table 2

57 indicates a bar secured to plate 29 and
58 a pan having straps 59 secured thereto,
loosely engaging bar 57 so that 1t may be
removed and replaced, as desired, said pan
being designed to hold a mmstenmo' agent
when the stmp of stamps 1s already Supnhed

provided with an adhesive the pan 1s sup-

plied with a liquid adhesive,.
60 indicates a roller journaied on a crank-
shaft 61, journaled in the sides of pan 58,

and having one end extended and forming a

crank, as shown at 62.

63 1ndicates a rock-shaft journaled 1n ex-
tensions 53 and 532 of guide-plate 31, having
an angular extension 64 at one end that en-

gages crank 62 and a spring-arm 65 secured
to its other end that engages lug or projec-
tion 66 on gear-wheel 48 when the wheel is
turned dockwme as above stated, and rock
said shaft 63 to raise roller 60, the top of the
lug 66 being beveled, as shown at 662, so that
the spring-arm 65 rides backward on the top

with an adhesive, or when the strip 1s not

85

95

100

105

of said 1110 when the wheel! 48 1s turned

counter-clockwise by the upward movement
of the lever 28. -

67 indicates a plate secured to standard 4
to limit the upward movement of roller 60,
and also to restrain its rotation so that its
contents are 1mpressed on the envelop or
post-card and the moistening more effectu-

ally accomplished.

68 indicates another projection on gear-
wheel 48 having oppositely-disposed ratch-
ets 69 and 70 on 1its two faces, and 71 a
spring-actuated pawl mounted on base 1 and
having its free end formed with an L-shaped
end 72, provided with beveled faces 75 that
enoqm beveled faces 73 and 74 at the two
ends of projection 68. ‘Lhe purpose of pro-
jection 68 and pawl 71 1s to 1nsure a com-
plete rocking of the lever up and down each
stroke to insure a complete operation of the
machine, the pawl 71 engaging the teeth of

110
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secured to base 1, and 50 a pit- | ratchets 69 or 70 to prevent Teturn of the 130
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lever unless a complete stroke 1s accom-

plished.

?

2

wheel and one of the rollers aforesaid, sub-

. atantnlly as shown and described.

Having thus described my invention, what -
~actuating the mail pieces, a gear-wheel suit-

I claim 15—
l. In a stamp-aflixing m‘lchme, the aflix-

“1ng device, a stamp- table suitably supported .
-ad]a(.,ent to the affixine device, a rocking

arm, a rod pivotally secured to said AT,
prongs extending from said rod to engage
the stamps, and means to hold said prongs

prongs are moved
devicej substantially as shown and descr ibed.

. In a stamp- qfﬁ}:mo machine, the aflix-
g dewce, a stamp- table suitably quppmted
ad]acent to the aflixing device and delivering
thereto, a ouide secured to said stamp-table
having a central inteeral tongue and cut-
AWaY pmtlons on each side of said tongue,
a 1001{1110 arm, a rod pivotally secured to
sald arm, prongs extending from said rod to
enter said cut- AWay portlons, and means se-
cured to said prongs and engaging sald
tongue to hold the prongs out of engagement
with said cut- away portions, substantially
as shown and described.

3. In a stamp-aflixing machine, the aflix-
ing device, a stamp- _table suttably supported
ad]qcent to said aflixing device and deliver-
ing thereto, a guide secured to said stamp-
table hwmo 2 central inteeral toncue and
cut-away portions on each side thereof, a
rocking arm, a rod pivotally secured to said
arm, prongs extending from said rod to
enter said cut-away portwns and a block
pivotally secured to said prongs and engag-
ing sald tongue to hold the prongs out of en-

ﬂ&ﬂement W 1th sald cut-away portions, sub- |

5tantmﬂy as shown and described.
4. In a stamp-aflixing machine, the affix-

g device, a pan suppmted acljacent to said
qﬂnmn device, a crank-shaft journaled 1n

sald pan, a roller journaled on said crank-
shaft, a wheel suitably journaled, means to

simultaneously actuate the allixing device :

and rock said wheel, and opemtn"e connec-
tions between said wheel and the roller-shaft
to elevate said roller, substantially as shown

and described.
5. In a stamp-affixing machine, the afhix-

ng dewce, a pan suppor rted ad] acent to said
fxfh\mo device, a crank-shaft journaled in
saicdl pan, a roller journaled on said crank-
shaft, a wheel suitably journaled, means to
simultaneously actuate the allixing device
and rock said wheel, a projection on said
wheel, and a shaft having an arm engaging
the roller-shaft and an arm engaging the
pnrojection on the wheel to actuate the said !
roller, substantially as shown and described.

6. In a stamp-affixing machine, rollers for :
actuating the mail pieces, a gear-wheel suit-
ably journaled, a lever suitably fulcrumed, a
pitman connecting said lever and gear-
wheel, and gearing connecting sald gear-

7. In a stamp-aflixing machine, rollers for

ably ]oulllfllech a lever Sultably tulerumed,
2 pltman connecting said lever and gear-

wheel, a shatt bllltdbly journaled, a pinion

- bGClllLd to the shatt and meshing with the

ancd beveled gearing connectmo

oear-wheel,
of the 1*ollus atoresan‘l

sald shall and one

from engagement with the stamps when the - substantially as shown and described.

away from the aflixing
- stand

the sl

8. in a stamp-allixing machine, a slotted
ard, a table slid .;lbly mounted m one of
ots, a spring for holding the table i a
a  presser - block shdably

raised  position,

- mounted m the other slot 1 the standard,

E
|
|
l

- plate and adapted to engage

and a lever fulerumed m the standard and
engaging sald presser-block, substantiaily
as snown and described.

9. In a stamp-ailixing machine, a slotied
standard, a plate mounted 1m one of the slots
i the standard, a table extending from said
plate, a spring for holding said table and
plate 1 a raised position, another plate slid-
ably mounted 1 another slot 1n the standard
and having a cam on 1its upper edge, a
presser-block extending from the last-named
sald table, a
spring for hoiding the presser-block fromn
engagement with the table, and a lever tul-
crumed on sard standard and having a cam-
face to engage the cam-face on the plate
aforesatd to depress the presser-block and
the table, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

10. In a stamp-atlixing machine, a stand-
ard, a table slidably mounted on the stand-
ard, a presser-block also slidably mounted on
the standard and adapted to engage the table,
a stamp-table secured to the standard and
positioned to deliver stamps onto the slid-
ably mounted table, a lever fulcrumed on the
standard and engaging the presser-block, an
arm secured to tue lever, a rod pivotally se-
cured to said arm, and prongs extending
from saild rod and engaging the stamp-table
at tunes, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

11. In a stamp-ailixing machine, a stand-
ard, a table slidably mounted on the stand-
ard, a presser-block also slidably mounted
on the standard and positioned to engage
the table when depressed, a stamp-table se-
cured to the standard and positioned to de-
liver stamps ounto the shidably mounted table,
a lever fulecrumed on the standard and en-
caging the presser-block, a clamp secured to
the presser-block and engaging the stamp-
table when the block 1s depres::ed, an arm
secured to said lever, a rod pivotally se-
cured to said arm, and prongs extending
from said rod and engaging the stamp-table
at tlimes, substantmlly as shown and de-

scribed.
12. In a stamp-aflixing machine, a stand-
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~adjacent to said standard, a moistening

15

<

ard, a stamp-affixing mechanism mounted on |

said standard, a stamp -delivery table also

mounted on the standard and positioned to |
~deliver to said affixing mechanism, a lever

fulerumed on the standard and opemtlvely
connected to said aflixing mechanism, stamp-
delivering mechanism mounted on the lever,
a mail-plece delivery mechanism positioned

mechanism mounted on the standard, and
mechanism operatively connected to said

lever to actuate the delivery and moistening

mechanisms, substantially as shown and de-
seribed.

13. In a stamp-affixing machine, a stand-
ard, a stamp-affixing mechanism mounted on
said standard. a St‘LI‘ﬂp -delivery table also
mounted on the standard and positioned to
deliver to said affixing mechanism, a lever

fulerumed on the standard and operatwely
connected to said affixing mechanism, an

948,052

arm secured to the lever, a
cured to the arm, prongs secured to said rod
to engage said stqmp -delivery table at times,

rod pivotally se-

rollers Journaled adjacent to said “affixing 25

mechanism and positioned to deliver thereto
a pan mounted between the rollers and affix-
ing mechanism contalning a moistening

agent.J a moistening roller Tmounted in said

pan, a gear-wheel smtably journaled, and

opemtwely connected with said lever, mech-

anism operated by said gear-wheel to actu-

ate the moistening roil, and gearing connect-

ing the gear- wheel and the;glehverv rollers,
St U%Lantm]ly as shown and described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses.
JOSEPH W. McCANN.
Witnesses: | -
. B. SHAvER,
Janves K. PoLx.

39



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

