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- modified form of the case. -
- Referring to the figures by characters of
reference 1 designates the box-like body of
the case, the same being formed of leather _

5, 6 and 7, it thus becomes for
flap 6 to assume 8 position substantially
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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, EKENGeELBERT LUDE-
SCHER, a subject of the Emperor of Austria-

Hungary, residing at Baltumore, in the State

of Maryland, have invented a new and use-

ful Suit-Case and the Like, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.
This invention relates to suit cases and

the like and more particularly to closures

therefor. . -
The object of the invention 1s to provide
a device of this character, one wall of which

is made up either wholly or in part of a

series of flaps arranged to fold together and
form a substantially fiat imperforate. wall

which will positively prevent the escape

of any small articles from the case.
Another object is to provide a device of

this character which, when opened out-

wardly to its greatest extent, exposes prac-
tically the entire interior of the case, and
thus facilitates the operation of packing or

unpacking the same.

Another object 1s to provide  a closure
which is attractive in appearance and which
dispenses with the use of hinges such .as
heretofore ordinarily employec.

- With these and other objects in view

the invention- consists of certain novel de-
tails of construction and combinations of
parts hereinafter more fully described and
pointed out in the claims. B

In the accompanying drawings the .pre-
ferred form of the invention has been shown.

In said drawings:—Figure 1 1s a perspec-
tive view of a suit case embodying the pres-
ent improvements, said case being shown
closed. Fig. ﬁ
ing the case partly opened. Iig. 3 is a per-
spective view "showing the case entirely
opened. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a

or any other suitable material reinforced

" any preferred manner and provided at the

~ top, or at any other preferred point, with &
handle 2. The closure constituting the pres-
ent invention can be arranged upon any one

50 b
- of the walls of the case, and, in the present

~instance, it has been illustrated as constitut-
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ing one of the side walls of the said case.
the form of the invention shown m

Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the lower corners of said

side walls are provided with angular nom-

1s a perspective view show- |

flexible portions 3, from the inclined edges
4 of which extend flexible flaps 5, preferably
formed integral with an intermediate flap 6

extending from the bottom of the case be-

tween the corner pieces 3. The flaps 5 are
also formed preferably integral with end
flaps 7 extending from the end walls of the
body 1, the flaps & and 7 being preferably
substantially trapezoidal and triangular in
outline respectively, while the middle flap 6 1s
preferably rectangular in outline. The vari-
ous flaps may be formed from a single piece
of leather or other material secured to and
formed integral with the corner pieces 8 and
the body 1, and having creases 8 produced

therein 1n any preferred manner and so lo-

cated as to cause said strip to properly fold
to produce the flaps mentioned. All of the

| flaps are also sc shaped that when they are

folded together, they, together with the
corner pieces 3, constitute the complete side
wall of the body 1, the wall thus produced
being free of all openings. The free upper
edges of the flaps are designed to be held

together and in proper relation to the body
when the case is closed, by means of a cover-
ing flap 9, which is either integral with or

secured to the top of the case body 1, and 1s

formed of leather or any other suitable flexi-
ble material. This covering flap 1s designed
to lap the upper portions of the flaps 5, 6
and 7, and is also preferably provided with

‘one member 10 of a lock, the other member
‘11 of said lock being secured upon the ex-

posed portion of the middle flap 6. -A-tab

When it is desired to open the case herein
described the lock members 10 and 11 are
disengaged and the covering flap 9 1s swung

out of position upon the flaps 5, 6, and 7.

The upper or free edges of these flaps can
then be grasped and pulled outwardly as
indicated in Fig. 3. By reason of the pe-
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12 may be attached to the covering flap 9,
so as to facilitate the opening of the case.
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culiar shape and arrangement of the ﬂags .
e

possible for t

perpendicular to the plane occupied by the

corner strips 3, and the flaps 5 and 7 also
extend outwardly at such an angle that the

" contents of the body 1 are thus fully exposed

and can be conveniently reached.

- When it is desired to close the case 1t 1s
merely necessary to press the middle flap 6
inwardly, whereupon the flaps 5 and 7 will
fold into their normal positions, and the
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covering flap 9 can then be swung into po-
sition thereover and secured by means of
the fastening members 10 and 11.

It will be noted, by referring partidularlyr

to Fig. 3, that the creases 8 are arranged
along diverging lines and are. disposed in
pairs extending from the terminals of the
inclined edges 4 of the corner pieces 8, this
arrangement of creases having been found
most desirable in the construction of de-

- vices of this character.
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Although the particular form of closure

has been shown in connection with a suit
case, 1t 1s to be understood that the same
may be applied equally as well to other

forms of cases, satchels and the like. Also

other arrangements of the flaps 5, 6 and 7
might be employed for producing the same
result. - Various other changes can also be
made 1n-the construction and arrangement
of the parts without departing from the
spirit or sacrificing the advantages of the
invention. For example, and as shown in
Fig. 4, instead of utilizing the corner pieces
3, the body 13 of the case can be formed with
its corners removed so that said body will
have the appearance of a semi-octagon. In

- this construction the flaps constituting the
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- would otherwise be the case.

closure extend directly to the bottom and
end walls of the said body, so that when the
flaps are opened out the entire contents of
the case are exposed to view and there is

nothing to interfere with their removal. .

In both of the constructions shown, and
in all other structures which may be pro-
duced along the lines of the present inven-
tion, 1t is preferable to form the middle
flap 6 so that it will be slightly less flexible
than the other flaps, and thus constitute a
more eflicient backing for said flaps than
This flap 6
can be stiffened in any preferred manner.

What is claimed is:— ' |

1. A device of the class described com-
prisiag a body of non-flexible material and

~a closure constituting one wall of the body,

a0

sald closure consisting of a stiffened central
flap and flexible flaps integral with and ex-

~ tending from OEpomte edges of the stiffened

flaps and foldable relative thereto and upon
the outer face thereof to constitute one wall
of the body, and means for securing the

flaps in folded positions.

- 2, A device of the class. _descfibed com-
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65 'prising a body of non-flexible material,and a |-

prising a body of non-flexible material and
a flexible closure therefor consisting of folds.-

the outer face of the central flap, the flexi-
side flaps disposed to lap the side portion of

the outer face of the central flap, the flexi-

ble flaps being integral with and extending
from opposite edges of the stiffened flap,
said closure when folded constituting a flat
wall of the body. B - '

3. A device of the class described com-

stiffened backing flap and flaps integral
with and extending from opp

said flap being
‘edges of the stiffened flaps.

ened flap.

- therefor having
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| flexible closure therefor consisting of connect-

ed flaps foldable together to constitute a flat
wall of the receptacle, one of said flaps be-
ing stiffened and constituting an interior
backing for the other flaps, and means en- 7
gaging the stiffened flap for securing the
flaps 1n folded positions, the flexible flaps
being integral with and extending from op-
posite edges of the stiffened flap.

4. A device of the class described com-
prising a body ot non-flexible material, and
a flexible closure integral therewith and hav-

75

ing one free edge, said closure being ar-

ranged in folds and comprising a central
80 -
osite edges
of - the backing flap and foldable relative
thereto, all of said flaps constituting a flat
wall of the body, and means engaging the
backing flap for securing the flaps in: folded
posttion. .
- 5. A device of the class described com-
prising a body of non-flexible material
having an opening therein substantially co-
extensive with one wall of. the body, and
a closure for said opening and consisting of
a stiffened flap and flexible. connected flaps
all formed in one piece and integral with
the body and foldable together into a flat
wall, said closure being separate from one
wall of the opening and means for securing
the flaps of the closure in folded positions
extended from opposite
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6. A device of the class described com- 160
prising a body of non-flexible material, and
a closure constituting one wall of the body
and consisting of a stiffened flap and con- -
nected flexible flaps all formed in one piece,
sald stiffened flap constituting a backing 105
for the other flaps, and being partly con- '
cealed thereby, a covering ﬁap, separate
from said closure’ and means upon the cov-

ering flap and the exposed portion of the

backing flap for securing all of the flaps 110
in folded positions, said ﬁexible flaps being
extended from opposite edges of the stift-

7. In a device of the class described a
body of non-flexible material, -and a-closure 115
_ oppositely disposed sets of
tlexible folds and a stiffened central backing
fold, said flexible folds being extended from
opposite sides of the backing fold the folds

of each set extending toward the center of 1.20 o
and - partly concealing the backing fold,

said flexible folds being extended from op-
posite sides of the backing fold. -

8. In a device of the class described a
body of non-flexible material, and a flexible 125

closure therefor and integral therewith, said
closure having oppositely disposed sets of
flexible folds and a stiffened

acking fold,
the folds of each set extending toward and

partly concealing the backing fold, said 130
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set, of ﬂemble folds being integral with and |

exténded from opp051te edges of the stifi-
ened fold. -

9. In a device of the class described a
body of non-flexible material having an

opening co-extensive with one wall of the
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body, and a flexible closure for the body and

having oppositely disposed sets of flexible

folds and a backing fold, the folds of each

set extending toward and partly concealing

the backing fold, said set of flexible folds
being mteﬂ al with and extended from op-
p031te ed(res of the backing fold.

10. In a device of the class described a
body, a flexible closure therefor and integral
therewith, said closure having opposﬂely
disposed sets of flexible folds and a back-

- 1mg fold, the folds of each set extending
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toward and partly concealing the backing
fold, a covering flap and means upon the
covering flap and exposed portion of the
backing fold for holding the folds in closed

position, sald set of ﬂeuble folds being in-

~tegral with and extended from opposite

edc‘es of the backing fold.

11 Tn a device of the class described a
body, a closure integral therewith and con-
stituting one wall thereof, said closure con-

sisting of a centrally dlsposed stiffened |

backing fold and a series of flexible folds
connecting opposite portions of the backing
posed walls of the body, said flexi-
ble folds being foldable upon the outer face

of_the backing fold and extended, when thus
folded, 1n the direction of the center of said

backmg fold.

12. In_a device of the class described a
body, a closure integral therewith and con-
stituting one wall thereof, said closure com-
¥msmg an intermediate stiffened backing

ld and integral flexible folds connecting

opposﬂ:e portmns oL the backm_g fold to 0p- |

B

osed walls of the body, said ﬂemble folds
bemg foldable on to the outer face of the
backing fold and in the direction of the cen-
ter thereof, the free edges of all the folds
being dlsposed along a substantially straight
line when the closure 1s shut.
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13. In a device of the class' descnbed a

body, a closure integral therewith and con-
stituting one wall thereof, said closure con-
sisting of a central stiffened flap and inte-

ral
%10118 of the stiffened flap to opposed walls
of the body, said flexible flaps being foldable
on the outer face of the stifiened flap and 1n
the direction of the center thereof, a covering

%emble flaps connecting opposite por-
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flap integral with the body and foldable 011' _

to the folded iaps, and cooperating means
upon the stiffened flap and the covering flap

for holding the folds together in closed po-
sition.

14. In a device of the class descmbed
body, one wall of the body having a ﬁem—
ble closure integral therewith and consist-
ing of a central stifiened fold and integral

flexible folds connecting opposite portions -
of the stiffened fold to opposed walls of the

body, said flexible folds being foldable on to

the outer face of the stlﬁ'ened fold and 1n
the direction of the center thereof, a cover-

ing flap 1integral with the body and foldable
on to the folds when closed together, and co-

the covering flap for holding said folds to-
gether 1n closed position.

In testimony that I claim the foregomg'

as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-

ture 1n the presence of two witnesses.

- ENGELBERT

- Witnesses:

J AS. M' WALKER
J. Ross COLHOW -

' LUDESCHER.
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- operating means upon the stiffened fold and
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