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1o all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that T, Twomas A. Macpox-
ALD, a subject of the King of Great Britam,
residing at Clifton, in the county ot Passaic,
State of New Jersey, have invented an In.
provement 1 Window Clothes - Line Sup-
ports, of which the following is a spectica-
tion.

The use of clothes-line attachments for
windows of tenement and apartment houses
and the like, is attended by a oreat number
of sericus and often fatal accidents by rea-
sen of the fact that in placing clothes on, or
removing them from, the Iime, the washer-
woman otten leans too far out of the window
ot 1s pulled out by the sudden parting of the
line under the weight imposed on it.

I have devised an improved clothes-line

support adapted for attachment to a win-

cdow frame by means of a universal joint
whereby it is adapted to be swung into dif-
terent positions as required to enable clothes
to be easily placed on or removed from the

Imme, and also to be swuang into horizontal

position when not required for use.

A special object of the invention is to Pro-
vide a clothes-line support of this character
which shall be further distinguished by s1m-
plicity, strength, cheapness, and ease of op-
eration. '

The details of construction, combination,
and operation of the invention are as herein-
after described and illustrated in-the accom-
panying drawings in which—

i1gure 1 is a perspective view showing my
invention applied to a window and in the

position in which it is adjusted for use.

L’

Iig. 2 is a vertical transverse section of the

window frame with the pivoted bar, to
which the clothes-line is attached, adjusted
1n the position required when clothes are to
be placed on or removed from the line. Fig.
3 1s a face or front view of a portion of the
window frame with the
hanger in the vertical position shown in Fig.
L. Ifgs. 4,5, 6 (of Sheet 2) and Fig. 7 (of
Sheet 1) are detail sectional and perspective
views which will be hereinafter duly de-
scribed. '

The clothes-line support or hanger proper
A 1s In the nature of a composite bar, the
same being formed of iron tubes 1, the outer
ones being screwed into a tee 2 which forms
the pivot and is for that purpose secured to
the outer side of the window frame z by

clothes support or |

pulleys 4 are also swiveled in order

necessary
| the bar A in each of its two positions. To

Ineans so constructed as to form a universal
joint, as will be further described. A pulley
3 1s swiveled to each end of the bar A, and
an endless rope B runs on the same and also
over pulleys 4 that are attached to a pole 1,
or to an opposite house, or other building.
A part of the swivel attachment consists of
a4 hook 5 (see Fig. 5) having an eye or band
9* that embraces the bar sections 1 adjacent
to thelr ends, to which a screw-cap 6 1s ap-
plied.  The hook 5 is thus free to votate on
the bar section or tube 1, but i1s held from
accidental detachment as will be reacily un-
derstood. By this swiveled attachment, the
pulleys 3 are adapted to turn and assume
any angle, so that the rope B will run easily
whatever be the angle of the rope to the win-
dow cr the side of the house in which the
window is placed. In other words, 1t Is
sometimes necessary that the rope shall be

)

' attached to a pole or house placed laterally

or at the right or left from the window where
the hanger proper A is attached, instead of
being attached to a pole or opposite house at
a point directly opposite the window. The
to Insure
that they will easily assume any angle so
that the rope will run on them with oreat
ease. -

The details of construction of the univer-
sal joint by which the hanger or clothes-
Iine support A is attached to the window-
frame a,-are illustrated in If1gs. 4 and 7.

| The nipple of the tee 2 is screwed on a pivot

tube 7 which rotates in the
tion of another tee 8 whose lateral projec-
tion 9 1s provided with an enlarged disk-like
base; see particularly Fig. 7. A screw-cap
10 1s applied to the outer end of the tube 7
so that the hanger proper is held detach-
ably in the bearing. A keeper 11, formed of
two parts adapted to embrace and recejve
the foot or base of the tee 8, 18 screwed to
the window-frame «. Thus the tee 8 is
adapted to be readily connected with, or de-
tached from, the keeper 11; but, as will ba

horizontal por-

seen, 1t 1s free to rotate therein. The tube

(, connected with the tee 2 being also adapt-
ed to rotate in the tee 8, it is obvious that
a universal joint is formed. In other words,
the bar constituting the hanger or clothes-line

support A is adapted to swing in a vertical

plane and also in a horizontal plane. It is
to provide a stop and holder for
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this end, T employ open spring hooks 12 and
13, one (12) being attached to the outer side
of the window frame, near the sill and the
other to the inner side of the frame near the
edge of the upper sash. As shown in Ifig. 6,
the spring hooks are so constructed as to
embrace more than one-half of the diameter
of the top 1 constituting part of the bar A

and hence when the tube enters the spring

catch, the latter being slightly smaller it
orips the tube elastically and with suflicient
force to hold the bar or hanger A quite
firmly, so that it will retain the vertical
or horizontal position required.

The general operation and manner of
using the clothes-line support will now be
apparent. When it is desired to hang clothes
on the line B or to remove them therefrom,
the bar A is swung into horizontal posi-
tion and secured by the spring hook 13 as
shown by full lines in Fig. 2, the clothes be-
ing applied to the lower run of the line,
piece by piece; then the bar A 1s swung on
its pivot into vertical position, as shown in
[ig. 1, whereby the lower run or strand of
the rope B is lowered as there shown. "the
clothes are left in this position until dried,
when the hanger or bar A is swung back
to the horizontal position and the clothes

may be conveniently removed from the line

as the lower strand or portion is drawn 1n.

As will be observed, particularly in Iig.
9, the pulleys 3 turn to any position re-
quired to accommodate the rope B in either
of the two positions, and, as before 1nti-
mated, they will also assume any position
required to accommodate a laterally oblique
or inclined position of the rope.

The pivotally mounted tee 8 allows the
arm 1 to be swung from the vertical posi-
tion shown in Fig. 1, and vice versa, with-

out undesirable engagement between the line
B and hook 12.

It will be seen that my improved appara-
tus combines maximum simplicity, lightness,
and cheapness, and may be very easily op-

erated ; further, that its parts may be easily

and quickly detached from each other, so
that they are adapted to be packed com-
pactly for storage or transportation. The
weight of the entire apparatus enables 1t
to be shipped with small expense.

What I claim 1s: . |

1. In a clothes-line support of the type
indicated, the hanger comprising alined
tubular sections and a connecting tee, means
for pivotally mounting said tee, hooks ap-
plied rotatably to the ends of the sections,
and screw-caps for holding the hooks in
place in the manner described. |

9. In a clothes-line support of the type
indicated, the improved hanger comprising
alined tubular sections and a tee connecting
them and having a laterally extended pivot,
and a keeper in which such pivot 1s jour-
naled and adapted to rotate, and means for
securing the pivot and thereby the hanger
proper, detachably, as shown and described.

3. The combination, with a clothes-line
support, comprising a bar pivoted and
adapted to swing vertically and provided
with pulleys for carrying a line, of com-
bined stops and holders consisting of open
spring hooks secured to the window-irame
and constructed to embrace the bar and grip

seribed.
THOMAS A. MACDONALD.

Witnesses:
Soron C. Kemon,
Anxos W. HaArr.
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