E., WACHTERMANN.
ENVELOP.
APPLICATION FTILED JAN. 7, 1909,

'94:3,205. o - Patented Dec. 14, 1909.

L)
[
//

x
O

AV

ALY R T Y Sy

29

F E A
\ L
(A i S S A SR A i

4 ; T
Ts 1'-'. i gy o gl

>

Ne
N
e
£ Vo
at
Q,
W
S

3 b T
- S it all fur S S LAk e il s .

3
\\\J
>
N
KS-\
n

4

N

\
=
=ty

;r.-'
1
-
il g Fe
A Ny -
F L
o
bl g il
f i r almlopt -'-z-n-
ol A i

NN
TS
et
i N

drventor

D

P o S Sl il e gl p S gl St gy S i i g i A A S S i sl T

&

ANGREW. B. GRAHM W CO., PHOTO-LITHOGRAPHERS, WASHILGTOX, D -




o

10

1o

a—

i)
)

T
My

£

i)

Rl

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

A

EDWARD WACHTERMANN,

OF ALVARADO, CALIFORNIA.

ENVELQP.

943,205.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Dec. 14, 1909.

Application filed January 7, 1909. Serial No. 471,123,

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Epwarp W ACHTER-
MANN, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ng at Alvarado, in the county oi Alameda,
State of California, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Envelops;
and I do hereby declare the tollowing to he
a full, clear, and exact deseription of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains t¢ make
and use the same. |

This invention relates to Improvements in
safety envelops wherein provision is made
for preventing surreptitious access thereto,
and has for one of its objects to simplify
and Improve the construction anc Increase
the efficiency and utility of devices of this
character. |

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a simply constructed device of this
character combinig a fastenig  device
with an envelop having weakening or frac-
turable portions adjacent to thae tastening
device whereby the separation of the parts
of the fastening device will mutilate the
envelop. " _

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in an envelop having a
plurality of overlapping portions foldable
within the outer portions of the envelop,
the mner members of the overlapping por-
tions divided into tsvo series, one of the se-
ries having the receiving member of a fas-
tening device and the ofher series of over.
lapping  members having an insertible
member of a fastening device, the overlap-
ping portions of the envelo p adjacent to the
fastening devices having sveakening punec-
tures so that when the fastening devieces are

torcibly separated to open the envelop, the |

weakened portions will be torn loose and
removed with the fastening devices,

The invention further consists in certain
novel features of construction as hereafter
shown and described and then specifically
pointed out in the claim. -

The 1mproved device may be applied to
envelops of various sizes and of various
forms, but for the purpose of illustration
an envelop similar to those in common use
1s shown and an envelop of special construe-
tion is likewise shown.

In the drawings illustrative of the pre-
terred embodiment of {he invention, Figure
11s a view of the blank from which an e1-
velop is formed which presents the appear-

“velop formed with a body and a

|

ance of an ordinary envelop when folded.

Fig. 2 is a view of an envelop constructed
trom the blank shown in Kig. 1 partly
folded. TFig. 8 is a view of an envelop con-
structed from the blank shown in IFig. 1 en-
tirely closed. Fig. 4 is a section eniarged
on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3. T 12, 5 1S a sec-
tional detail, enlarged, of the fywo parts of
the fastening device separated.

The improved device COMPriSes ail eil-
plurality of
overlapping portions or Haps ”, the over-
lapping flaps arranged in two series with a
plurality of weakening punctures in each
series of flaps, a Tastening device formed
I two parts, a recelving member and an in-
sertible member, the recelving member con-
tiguous to one set of said weakening punec-
tures and the insertible membor arranged
adjacent to the other series of punctures, the
fastening device members so arranged that
when the envelop is closed they engage with
each other and thus secure the envelop.
this arrangement when the envelop 1s
opened the fastening device will be toreibly
separated and will fear the weakening por-
tions of the envelop away from the Dody
portions of the flaps, thus revealing the fact
that the envelop has been opened.

In ¥ig. 1 a blank is shown in which an
envelop 1s adapted to be formed and com.
prises a hody 10 having end flaps 11—19
tfolded inwardly over the body portion along
the lines 13—14 and
inner ends, a back flap 15 foldable along the
line 16 over the overlapping end flaps, a
closure flap rvepresented as a whole at 17
and foldable along the line 18, and likesvise
foldable along the oblique lines 19-—-20—21
to enable the outer portion of the closure
tlap to be folded inwardly upon itself to
provide a plurality of overlapping portions
as shown in Fig. 2, which shows this portion
of the envelop partly folded.

The overlapping portions of the closure
flap are preferably provided with apertires
22 which register when the flap is folded
along the lines 19-—920—921. The portion of
the closure fi
1s provided with a plurality of weakening
punctures represented at 23, and preferably
surrounding the aperture 92 therein. The
end flaps 11-—12 and the back Hap 15 are
each likewise provided with an aperture,
these apertures represented at 24 and regis-
tering when the end flaps and back flaps are
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folded, as shown in Fig. 2. The back flap 1s
provided with a plurality of weakening
punctures 25, preferably surrounding the
aperture 24 therein, as shown.
of punctures 23 will be so located that when

the closure flap is folded to bring its aper-
tures in alinement, these alined apertures
will likewise aline with the apertures 24
when the envelop is fully closed or folded,
as shown in I1g. 3.

Attached to the overlapping end fiaps and
back flaps and projecting through the same
Ing ] of a fastening device,
and attached to the overlapping portions of
the closure flap 17 is an insertible member
of a fastening device, the insertible member
engaging with and locking within the receiv-
ing member when the envelop 1s closed, the
receiving member being formed of yieldable
metal, and the insertible member being like-
wise formed of metal and with an undercut
or overhanging portion engaging with the
yieldable portion of the recelving member,
so that when the two parts are forcibly com-
pressed together, they form an effectual lock
to secure the envelop. By this arrangement
it will be obvious that the envelop can be
opened only by forcibly separating the fas-
tening members, and this forcible separation

will likewise fracture the weakening portion .

of the flaps, and thus mutilate the envelop
<o that the fact of its having been opened 1s
clearly apparent, and if the opening 13 clone
by unauthorized persoms this fact will be
revealed.

An approved construction of the fasten-
ing device is shown and comprises a receLv-

ing member formed with a base 26 having |

bendable projections 27 insertible through
the portions of the envelop to which it 1s to
he attached and bent inwardly to form an
effectual fastening means. The base 26 1s
preferably annular in form and provided
with an inwardly
spaced clefts to form a plurality of yield-
able converging tongues 28. The insertible
portion of the fastening device comprises a
tubular body 29 insertible through the por-

tions of the envelop to which it is to be at- |

The series |

extending rim 41 having
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tached and cleriched therein by roiling the
body outwardly as represented at 30 by a
suitable implement. 'fhe opposite end of

the body 29 is formed with an overhanging
portion 31 adapted to enter the portion 41 of

‘the receiving member and engaging beneath

the resilient tongues 28. By this simple de-
vice it will be obvious that an effectual lock-
ing means is provided to firmly unite the
members.

The overlapping flaps will preferably be
provided with mucilage in the ordinary man-
her so that they may be secured thereby in
2ddition to the securing means provided by
the metal fastening devices, the mucilage be-
ing represented by the dotted configuration
ot 40. It will be noted that the metal fas-
tening device is entirely concealed, but may
be rendered inaccessible by employing muci-
lage between the parts of the envelop located
adjacent to the fastening devices. The 1m-
proved device is simple 1n construction, can
be applied without materially increasing the
expense of the envelop and operates effec-
tually for the purposes described.

What is claimed; 18:

A device of the class described comprising
an annular channel shaped member having

its inner wall of greater width than the

and extending in advance of the
inner wall having a plurality of
inwardly projecting resilient members con-
verging toward the base of the channel
shaped member and spaced therefrom, and a
member having an annular flange and adapt-
ed to enter said annular member and to dis-
place said resilient members and to engage
ends of the same, said last
mentioned member being located wholly
within the annular member, means for coup-
ling the annular member to a flexible ele-
ment, and means for coupling said flanged
member to a flexible element. |

In testimony whereof, T affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD WACHTERMANN.
Witnesses:
Nicoval LENTZ,
P. T. R. Vax Huizexn.
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