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UNITED STATES PATENT OFF1CH,

PETER W. SCHWANDER, OF HOUSTON, TEXAS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-THIRD TO JOSEPH J.
- PASTORIZA, OF HOUSTON, TEXAS,

SELF-INDEXING LOOSE-LEAF LEDGER,

940,560.

Specification of Letters Patent

Patented Nov. 16, 1909,

4Application filed July 30, 1908. Serial No. 446,168,

1o all whom it may concern,:

Be it known that I, Prrur W, SCHWAN-
DER, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Houston, in the county of Harris and
State of Texas, have invented = new and

usetul Self-Indexing T.oose-Leaf Ledger, of
~which the following is a

specification.
The invention relates to a self mdexing
loose leaf ledger. '

The object of the present invention is to
1mprove the construction
ers, and to provide a
and efficient ledger of this character, which
will separate accounts more completely than
heretofore, and in which it will be 1M POSsi-
ble for accounts to group except where all of
the initials of the names in the title are
identical, - -

A further object of the invention i« to
provide a loose leaf ledger of this character
having alphabetical mdexing characters cor-
responding with the surname and the first
and second Christian names, or the primary
or other names of a title, whereby the loose
leaf ledger may be rapidly turned to the de-
sired account. .. '

With these and other objects in view, the

simple, inexpensive

Invention consists in the novel construction

and arrangement of parts hereinafter fully
described, illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, and pointed out in the claims
hereto appended; it being understood that
various changes in the form, proportion, size
and minor details of construction, within the
scope of the claims, may be resorted to with.
out departing from the spirit or sacrificing
any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawings :—Fipure 1 is » plan view
of a loose leaf ledger, constructed in accord-
ance with this invention. Fig, 2 is a plan
view of a’ portion of one of the loose sel mn-
dexing ledger leaves, illustrating the ar-

W A N -
rangement of the vertical and horizontal al-
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phabetical characters.
of a portion of the loose leaf ledger turned
to another page, and Hlustrating another op-
eration of the indexing characters,

Like numerals of reference designate con-

Fig. 8 1s a plan view

responding parts in all the figures of the

drawings. B .-
‘The loose self indexing ledger leaves 1
are separated by division sheets 2, equipped
with projecting tabs 3, bearing alphabetical
characters corresponding with the initiale of

the surname of the titles of the aecounts. |

of loose leaf ledg-

“horizontal

The division sheets and the loose leaves may
be bound or secured to the cover 4 of the
ledger in any
construction for binding the loose leaves in
the cover does not, constitute a portion of the

present mvention, a detail descr; ption there-

of 1s deemed unnecessary.

Each loose leaf is equipped at its outer
side edge with a vertical series 5 of alpha-
betical characters, and it has a horizontal
serles 6 -of
bottom or lower edge. The vertical series of
alphabetical characters are designed to be
trimmed off or cut-away to present at the

bottom of the remaining portion of the se-

ries, a letter corresponding with- the initial
of the first Christian name of a title. The

lower edge is desiened to be trimmed off to
present a letter corresponding to the initial
of the second Christian name. By the terms
“eut-away ” and “trimmed off I contem-
plate any of the usual methods of removing
the superfluous characters of the alphabet-
1cal series, as the sheets may be perforated
or the characters separated by weakenaed
lines to enable them to be readily torn off.
It will thus be scen that by separating the
titles of the accounts. by means
and second Christian names, 1t will be
sible for accounts to
mitials of the
counts are wdentical, which seldom

11 POS-
grouy unless all three

OCCUrs,

In Kig. 1 of the drawings, the name “Al-

bert A. Ames” is selected for convenience of
Ulustration, the presence of three A’s i the
title bringing the sheet to the front and the

rest of the ledger being illustrated in plan

view. ‘The loose leaf bearing the title “Al-
bert A. Ames” is turned to by lifting ilie

rojecting tab on which is printed or other-
L] h

wise marked the letter “A”. The vertical
colummn of the alphabetical characters at the
tree edge of the sheet is trimmed off or cut-
& 4 3 M -
away 50 as to leave only the “A” remaining
at the top of the series, and the horizontal
series of alphabetical characters is corre.
ponding] ] nly the “A”
spondingly cut-away to leave on y the
at the left hand side. The alphabetical

characters designating the initials of the

first and second Christian names may, how-
ever, be applied to the loose leaves 1In any de-
sired manner, but it is preferable to. equip
each loose leaf with a complete vertical serieg
of alphabetical characters and a complete
series of alphabetical characters,

alphabetical characters at the-

of the first

names in the titles of ‘the ac-

preferred manner, and as the
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arranged at the free edge and at the bottom
of the sheet as before explained, as this will
enable a sheet, to be quickly prepared to corre-
spond to the initials of the Christian names,
the surname being indicated as before ex-
plained by the letters of the projecting tabs of

 the division sheets. Should the initials of sev-
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eral names or titles correspond, which rarely
occurs, tne loose leaves will be similarly cut
and will appear at the same place in the
ledger, and it will be necessary to turn them
over successively until the desired account
i1 reached. In preparing a sheet for the
account of H. M. Reynolds, the vertical se-
ries of alphabetical characters will be
trimmed off fromi thé letter “I” from the
pottom of the sheet, leaving the letter “ H”

‘at the lower end of the vertical series, and

the horizontal seéries at the bottom of the
loose leaf will be trimmed off so as to leave-
the letter “ M7 at the right hand end of the
remaining portion of the series. In turning

to the account of H. M. Reynolds, first lift
the projecting tab “R7”, the initial of the.

surname Reynolds; then look for “IL”, the
mitial of the first Christian name, among
the cut-away portions st the side of the
sheet, and having opened the bock at that
point look for the letter “ M 7. the initial of
the second Christian name, among the cut-
away portions at the bottom of the sheets.
By opening the book at this point the ac-
count of . M. Reynolds will be disclosed,
providing no other name having identically
the .same initials occurs in the ledger.
Should the name or title of an acccunt have
only ene Christian name, the alphabetical
series at the bottom of the loose leaf will be
left uncut and the names or titles having
only one Christian name will occur at the

back of the series having both frst and sec--

ond Christian names. |
In 1ndexing titles baving no Christian
names such as Rosenfield Drug Co., the ini-

tials “ D. C.”, corresponding to Drug Com-
pany, are used as a substitute, the sheet be-

g -cut to present the letter “ D ” at'the side
edge and the letter “ C” at the lower edge.
The vertical series of the alphabstical
characters mcludes the “&” sign, whicll is
used for separating from the other accounts
names or fitles, such as “ Wilson & Young.”
The “ &” sign, which oceurs in both the ver-
tical and horizontal series of the alphabetical
characters, corresponds with and is adapted
to be used analogous te the first Christian
name initial and.also to the second Christian
name imtial. Accounts having titles com-
posed of two names and connected by “&”
will be divided from the other accounts in
this manner. The second name th the title
corresponas with the second Christian name,

~and the alphabetical series at the bottom of

il

the' loose sheet is cut to correspond with the
mitial oi the second name. As illustrated

40,560

in Fig. 3 of the drawings, I the loose leat

bearing the name or title “ Wilson & Young ”

18 mdexed under the division sheet having
the projecting tab bearing the letter.* W™
corresponding with the name  Wilson ”.
The lower right hand corner of the loose
leat 15 trimmed to leave the “ & sign at the
bottom of the alphabetical series, and the
bottom of the loose leaf is trimmed to dis-
play the letter “Y ” at the right hand end
ot the alphabetical series. The “&” sign
of the bottom alphabetical series is employed
as a third indexing symbol.- For instance,
in indexing titles such as “ Wilson, Young &

Co.”, the vertical alphabetical series will be

trimmed off to correspond with the initial of
the name “ Young ” and the horizontal al-
phabetical series will be left with the “ &7
sign at the right band end to correspond

with the “&” sign in the title.- The use of

the “&” sign in indexing is of great ad-
vantage and serves to separate accounts that
might otherwise bunch together.

. in large ledgers and other account books,

the loose leaves may also be equipped at the

top with an alphabetical series of characters
corresponding with the vowel letters or the
second letters of the surnames, and if de-
sived, the vertical alphabetical series may be
applied ta the left hand edge of the sheet,
or to both edges. By the term “ledger” it
will be understood that the several indexing
loose leayes may be applied to various kinds
of account books, such as invoice books, col-
lection lists and varions other vecord books.

Hlaving thus fully deseribed my invention,
what T claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is:— |

1. A self mndexing loose leaf ledger eom-

tabs bearmg alphabetical characters ar-
ranged a alphabetieal ovder from A to Z,
and selt indexing loose ledger leaves adapted
to be filled i between the division sheets, each
series of deaves between the division shoets

each being provided at the side edge with a

series of alphabetical characters reading in

' aiphabetical order from the top to the bot-
tom of the ledger and each adapted to be cut

away to present a letter on the next adjacent
series, said leaves being also provided at the
bottom with s single series of alphabetical

characters reading m alphabetical order and
adapted to be cub away to present a letter on

the next adjacent leat, the letters presented
by cach leaf defining the position of the same
in the sets or series between the division
sheets when the said teaves arve arranged in
alphabetical order at
bhottom cdgoes.

2. A selt indoxiag Toose leaf ledger includ-
mg division sheets provided with projecting
tabs:bearing aiphabetical characters to indi-
eife the mmitial of o surnsme or the fivst name

bath their side and
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leaves arranged between the division sheets | of the second Christian name or the third 10

and provi
simgle ver

ters cut away to indicate the initials of the
5 lirst Christian name or the second name of
a title, sa:

at the bo

040,560 | &

ded at their free side edges with a | name of a title.

tical series of aiphabetical charac-

d loose leaves being also provided
‘tom with a single horizontal al-

- phabetical

order and

series arranged in alphabetical
cut away to indicate the initialg

- In testimony, that I claim the foregoing
- as my own, 1 have hereto affixed my signa-
ture 1n the presence of two witnesses.

PETER W. SCHWANDER.
Witnesses: ' .

K. C. Cocuran,

- Jas. A. PAINTER,
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