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To «ll whom ¥ may concern:

Be it known that I, JEPPE JEPPERSON, 2
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Salt Lake City, in the county of Salt Lake
and State of Utah, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Separable I'asteners
tor Boots and Shoes, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact descriptlon.

The purpose of the invention is to provide

o simple, durable and effective means for

of a boot or
and holding
the foot

drawing together the upper
shoe from the top to the vamp,

from the instep to the ankle. .
Tt is also a purpose of the invention to
provide a fastening device of the character
referred to, that can be quickly and conven-
jently brought to closing position and as
readily and rapidly carried to a releasing
position, enabling the boot or shoe to be un-
obstructively removed from the foot. _
The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of the several

parts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth

and pointed out in the claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part of this speciii-
cation, in which similar characters of refer-
anco indicate corresponding parts in all the

v1eWSs.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shoe

having the improved retaining device ap-

plied; Fig. 21s a perspective view of a shoe
adapted to receive the improved retaining
device, the device having been removed ;
Fig. 3 is a horizontal section through the
front upper portion of the shoe and applied
retaining device; Iig. 4 1s an enlarged lon-
oitudinal section {hrough the upper iront
portion of the shoe and the retaining device;
Fig. 5 is a longitudinal section through the
front portion of the upper just above the
vamp and corresponding portion of the re-
taining device; I1g.
of one form of the retaining device; and
Fig. 7 is a detail perspective view of one of
the guides applied to the shoe at its front
opening, showing 1n dotted lines the manner
‘n which the retaining device 1s recelved
thereby. -

The top section A of the boot or shoe, 1s
provided with the customary front opening
10, that extends from the vamp B to the top
portion of the upper, as is shown in Fig. 2.
‘At each side of the said opening 10 in the

said upper, a series of hooks B’ 1s arranged, |

r one above the other.

& is a bottom plan view

These hooks, as 18
particularly shown in Fig. 7, are each pref-
erably made from a single piece of wire of
suitable gage, bent upon itself to form an
outwardly extending head or hook section
11, a horizontal shank section 12, and clench-
ing sections 13 that are passed through the
material of the top section A of the boot or
<hoe and are suitably pressed to engagement
with the inner face thereof.

The fastening device employed 18 1n  the
nature of an external tongne C, adapted to
have guided connection with the hooks B,
and sliding relation therewith. The sald
external tongue C, when n proper position,
covers the front opening 10 in the shoe 1ts
full length, and extends from the vamp B
to and beyond the upper end of the upper or
top section A of the shoe. At the lower end
of the said opening 10, a strap 14, of metal
or other suitable material or the equivalent
thereof, is secured to the vamp, as 1s shown
in Figs. 2 and 5; and as particularly shown
in Fig. 2, staples 15 or like devices are se-
cured to the upper or top section A of the
shoe at the upper end portion of each line
of hooks B’. - -

The external tongue C, may be of different
character and when engaging with the hooks
B/, draw the opposing edges of the opening
10 more or less in direction of each other and
completely cover said opening. This con-
tact is made by drawing the tongue upward
from the vamp to a locking engagement
with the strap 14 and staples 1o or their
equivalents. When the shoe is to be ve-
moved, the tongue G employed, is simply
slipped downward and i entirely discon-
nected from the shoe, ]

being guided 1m 1ts
releasing as well as in its closing moveinent,
by the hooks B’, as is shown in Kig. 5.

As stated, the tongue C may be given any
desired shape, but in each istance the tongue
O consists of a body section 16, either

plain or ornamental, being preferably pro-

vided with decorated or scalloped longitu-

dinal edges 17, and with parallel longitudi-

nal plates 18

‘tg pear surface, as is shown in Iig. 6, andl
likewise in Fie. 3, wherein it will be ob-
sorved that the aforesaid body section 16 1S
provided with a longitudinal binding 19 to

which the scalloped edge portions and the

plates 18 ave secured in any approved man-

ner.

The opposing edges of the plates 18 arve
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sufficlently removed from the under face of
a tongue C, to receive and provide a runway

Y

tor the hooks B’, as is shown in F 108, 3, 4
and 5. | |

Idach tongue C is provided with means
for locking engagement with the strap 14

~and the staples 15 on a shoe, and such lock-
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The tongue C is preferably strengthened at

ng device may be of different forms, but
preferably a hook 20 is employed to engage
the strap 14, as is shown in Figs. 5 and 6.

the top and bottom by metallic ornaments, 21

and 22, or ornaments of other character, that

will give stability to such parts and facili-
tate the placing of a tongue C in position or
the removal of a tongue from the boot or
shoe.

When the tongue is in closing relation to

the shoe, as is illustrated in Fig. 1, it 1S 1N

locking engagement with the staples 15 at

the top edge of the upper A. One form of
such a locking device 1s shown in Ifig. 6, con-
sisting of a piece of spring wire suttably at-
tached to the tongue and bent upon itself to
form opposing free corrugated members 23
and 24, which when pressed together can be
made to enter the staples 15. as 1s illnstrated
1n Kig. 4.

1 desire it to be understood that any stit-
able finger piece may be emploved for Op-
erating the tongue C. -

When the shoe is to be secured upon a
toot, the tongue C is engaged with the hooks
B’ and 1s drawn upward to lockine engage-
ment with the strap 14 and the staples 13,
and when the shoe is to be removed, the
tastening devices are released from the
staples 15, and the tongue is slid downward
until 1t 1s free from the shoe, leaving the
shoe in the condition shown in Fie. 2. |

Having thus described my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters

Patent: _
1. In combination with a boot or shoe hav-

g an opening extending from the vamp,
and a series of independent hooks arranged

at each side of said opening and forming

guides, of a tongue having longitudinally
extending plates on its rear surface at each
side of its center, means for spacing the
said plates from the body of the tongue, the
plates being adapted for sliding engagement

with the said hooks, and arranged to draw

the edges of said opening together oY per-
mit them to separate, and locking means for
the tongue. I -

2. As an improved article of manufactu re,
a removable exterior tongue for boots and
shoes, having a body section provided with
a longitudinal bindine at its side edoes,
an ecdge section secured to the binding at

the under face of the tongue, and longitu-

dimal plates also secured to the binding at

the under face of the tongue and spaced

trom the body section of the tongue by said
binding formine '
being provided with locking means for en-
gagement with the shoe.

3. The combination with a boot or shoo
70

having an opening extending from the
vamp, and guides arranged at each side of
said opening, of a removable exteri ol tongue
having a body section provided with a
longitudinal binding at itg side edges, longi-
tudinal plates secured to the bmding at the
under face of the tongue and spaced from
the body section of the tongue by said Dbind-

ing forming a slideway for enea gement with

[
L]

sald guides, and locking means ecarried by
the tongue for engagement with the shoe.

In testimony whereof I have siened my

name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses. |

JEPPE JEPPERSON.

Witnesses: _ |
Witrisyr O. Youxg,
Joseru It. JepPERSON,

a shideway, the tongue
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