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Specification of Letters Patent.

serial No. 465,772,

1o all whom 2t may concern:

‘Be 1t known that I, Harry K. Hirg, a citi-
zen of the United Smtes and a resident of
Mark Center, 1n the ceunty of Defiance and
State of Ohm. have mvented a new and Im-
proved Game, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description.

H}T invention relates to games, and 1t has
for its oo]ect to provide a mme which has
many ot the features of the game of baseball
and 1s especially devised fo assist in the

training of pitchers for the outdoor game of |

bqseball, and to test their skill at the out-

~door game.

Still other objects of the invention will
appear 1 the following complete descrip-
t1iomn. -- |
In this specification I will describe the
preferred form of my invention, but 1t will
he understood that I do not limit myseld
thereto as I consider myself entitled to all
forms and embodiments of the invention
which inay be held to fall within the scope
of the .::11)U{311d@d claims.

Reierﬂnce 15 to be had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi-
mtmﬁ in which similar characters of refer-
ence 111dmate corresponding parts in all the
figures, in which—

T figure 1 18 a perspective view showing
how The game 1s played; ¥Fig. 2 1s a plan
view of the automatic umpire; Iig. 3 is a
sectional side view thereof; and Tlﬂ 4 1s an
enlarged view 1illustrating the 11mh111g and
br eﬂung of the electrical cireuit which rings
the bell.

By referring to the drawings, it will be
seen’ that an automatic umpue 1 is erected
at the rear of a lane formed by a rope fence
3, or by other means, and at the rear of
which there is a screen 2, on which may be
pamnted a vepresentation of a “grand
stand 7, and a catcher 4. In front of the
catcher imdicated on the screen 2, there is a
home-plate 5, at the side of which there is
a figure 6, representing a baseball player at
the bat. At the front of the lane formed by
the fence 3, there is a line 7 which represents
one end of a plteher s box. At the rear of
the home-plate 5, the automatic umpire 1s
clisposed as has beeﬂ stated, there being a
frame 8 with supports 9 on which the auto-
matic umpire 1s mounted. To the frame 8
are secured two transverse bars 10, to which
arms 11 are pivoted, the arms 11 also being
pivoted to transverse bars 12 which are se-

o

"

| tioned 1n front of the line 7

- perpendicular to the ground. A

cured to the frame 13 of the automatic wm-
pire. The automatic umpire has a padded
surface 14, which is dlSpOSLd substantially
at 1r1ght- a1101es to the plane of the home-
pla‘te 3% this padded surface 14 belng se-
cured to a frame 13 and having at its top
2 frame member 15 which extends rear-
wardly to the back of the frame 13, to which
1t 1s secured, the frame member 15 serving
to support the top of the padded surface 14,
The sides of the padded surfaces 14 are dis-
posed 1n the vertical planes extending rear-
wardly from the across-field corners, respec-
tively, of the home-plate, the l:mdued surface
extending vertically from a poimnt above the
plane of The home- plate {,qufll to the average
height of the knee of a man from the Gmund
to a point equal to the average hewht of
a man’s shoulder from the ground, so that
when the padded surface 14 is struck by
ball, it will indicate that the ball passed over
the home- plate within the Iunits, which ae-
cording to the rules of baseball would indi-
cate that the umpire would call the play
strike. "The rear arm 11 1s secuved to a
sieeve 18, which 1s mounted on the trans-
verse bar 10, and by this means the arm 11
1s pivoted to the L] ansverse bar 10; and to
the sleeve 18 are secured toes 16 which con-
tact with stops 17 secured to the frame 8,
when the arms 11 are disposed substantially
spring 1Y
18 secured to the rear arm 11 and to the front
of the frame 8, by means of which the auto-
matic umpire is held yieldingly forward
with the toes 16 resting against the stops 17.
Back of the rear arm 11 there 1s a non-con-
cducting member 20, having an orifice there-
in 1 which 1s disposed a conducting pin 21,
there being a conductive plate 22 on one face
of the 11011-0011duct111g member 20, the plate
22 having an orifice therethrough, which 1is

1n alinement with an orifice 1n the non-con-

ducting member 20. The pm ‘91 1S dlsposed
as has been stated, 1n the orifice of the non-
conducting member 20 and is f‘:lso disposed
in the orifice of the plate 22. The pin 21
has a head 23, and the head 1s held yleld
ingly away ir om the plate 22 by means of a
spring 24. Back of the terminal of the pm
21 there 1s a spring electrode 25, the spring
electrode 25 and the plate 22 bumg In an
electrical cireuit 26, thele being also a bhat-
tery 27 and a bell 08 in this cireuit.

In using my invention, the player is sta-
and he throws
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a ball 29, with the intention of having it

pass over the home-plate 5 between the hori-
zontal planes at the knee and shoulder of
the figure 6, and if he is successful the play
would be called a strike in the outdoor oame
of baseball; 1f the batter did not hit the ball.
In my game 1t will in all cases be called a
strike and 1t will be indicated not by the
usual umpire or referee but by my auto-
matic umpire 1, for the ball when thrown
as has been stated will strike the padded sur-
Tace 14, which will cause the automatic um-
pire to move rearwardly on the arms 11 and
the rear arm 11 will push the pin 21 rear-
wardly until 1t contacts with the spring elec-
trode 25, when the electrical circuit 26 will
be closed and by means of the battery 27,
the bell 28 will be rung. '

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent:

1. In a game apparatus, a plate such as 1s
used at the home base in a oame of base ball,
adapted to be disposed on the ground to
serve as a guide for the player in thr OWING
a ball, and a strike- indicating device h:zwmo
2 member aisposed substfmtmlly at 11011t
angles to the plate, the said member bemcr

substfmtlally as wide as the distance be-

tween the lateral extremifies of the plate;
and extending vertically from a point above
the plane of the plate and 1n the rear there-
of, equal to the average height of the knee
of a man from the ground, to a point equal
to the average height of a man’s shoulder
from the ground so that it will be struck
when the player succeeds in throwing a ball
over the plate at such a distance from the
oround that in the game of baseball it would
be called a strike.

2. In a game appar a,tus, a plate such as 1s
used at the home base 1n a game of baseball
to serve as a guide for the plﬂ,yer 1n throw-
ng a ball, a Strike- indicating device having
2 member cdisposed substammlly at noht

angles to the plate, the said member bemo

Substantmlly as wide as the distance be-
tween the lateral extremities of the plate
and extending vertically from a point above
the plane of the plate and in the rear there-
of, equal to the average height of the knee
of a man from the ground to a point- equal
to the average height of a man’s shoulder
from the 0‘1‘01111(:1 which will be struck by a
ball when the phyer succeeds 1n throwing it
over the plate at such a distance from the
oround that in the game of baseball it would
be called a strike, an indicator, and means
connected with the strike- mdlca,tmo device,
which are adapted for operating the indi-
cator.

3. In a game apparatus, a plate such as is
used at the home base in a game of baseball
to serve as a guide for the player in throw-
g a ball, a strike-indicating device, con-

£x . , 989,024

sisting of a member disposed substantlall |

at I'tht angles to the plate, the face- of
the said member being substantially as wide

as the distance between the lateral extremi-

ties of the plate and extending vertically
from a point above the plane of the
and in the rear thereof equal to the average

height of the knee of a man from the or 01111(1 |

to a pomt equal to the average hewht of a
man’s shoulder from the gr ound which will
be struck by a ball when the player succeeds
1n throwing it over the plate at such a dis-

tance fmm the ground that in the game of

baseball 1t Would be called a strike, a frame,
arms pivoted to the frame, a second frame

plate

30

pivoted to the said arms, the said member

‘being secured to the second frame, and
means for holding the second frame vleld- -

ingly 1n one position.

4. In a game apparatus, a plate such as is
used at the home base in the game of base-

player at the bat, the fioure being d15posec1
at one side of the plate, and a strike-indi-

cating device having a member substantially

at 1ol1t angles to the plate, the width of the
strile mdlcatmt}* devicg being substantially
the same as the distance between the lateral
extremities of the plate, the member extend-
ing 1n the rear of the

fioure to a point substantially at the level of

85

ball to serve as a guide for the player mn
throwing a ball, a fw'ure representing a ball

90

95
_ plate from a point
substantially at the level of the knee of the

Lhe shoulder of the ﬁo'ule to indicate when

the player succeeds 1n throwmo a ball over

the plate at such a distance: from the ground
that in the game of baseball it Would be
called a strike. .

5. In a game apparatus, a phte such as 1s
used at the home base 1n a game of baseball
to serve as a guide for the player in throw-
e a ball, a strike-indicating device having
2 member disposed substfmtnlly at 110'111:
angles to the
rear thereof, the member being substantially
as wide as the distance between the lateral
extremities ot the plate and extending verti-
cally from a point above the plane of the

100

105

plane of the plate and in the =~
110

plate and in the rear thereof equal to the -

average height of the knee of a man from

the nround To a pomt equal to the average

heloht of a man’s shoulder from the 0'1'01111(:1

115

so that the member will be struck by a ball |

when the player succeeds in throwmﬂ 1t
over the plate at such a distance from the
oround that in the game of baseball 1t would
be called a strike, said strike- immdicating de-
vice also 111(3111(11110' a frame, arms pivoted
to the frame, a second frame
arms, the said member being secured to the
second trame, an electrical 011'(311113

breaker, a bell i the electrlcal circuilt,

120

pivoted to the
120
a circuit

means for keeping the circuit breaker yleld .

ingly open, a member on the strike-indicat-

| ing device being adapted for closing the

130
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cireuit bleahel when the strike- mdlcatﬁm

device is operated, and means for holding
the last named member yieldingly away
from the circuit breaker.

6. in a game apparatus, a plate such as is
used at the home base in the came of baseball

to serve as a guide for the plwel in throw- |

mg a ball, a ﬁﬁure representing a ball p]avm

side of the phte.. a strike-indicating device
having a member msposed subbtﬂntmlh at

right fmc-]es to the plune of the plate and in

the rear Lhﬂieof the face of the said mem-

ber being SleSt“lIltL:lH} as wide as the dig-

tance between the lateral extremities of the
plate, the member extending from a point
above the plane of the plate equal to the
height of the knee of the figure to a point
&fﬁml to the height of the shoulder of the
figure, so that it will be struck by a ball
thrown, by a player, over the plate at such
a cistance from the ground that in the game
of baseball it would be called a strike, a
Imme arms pivoted to the frame, the md
meinber being pivoted to the arm s, an elec-
trical c,u"cmt,, 2 bell in the electrical circuit,
a circult breaker 1n the electrical Cllt_,ult.
means 1or keeping the circuit breaker yield-
mgly open, a member on the strike-indicat-
ing device being adapted for closing the cir-
Lmt breaker when the strile- mdlcatmﬂ cle-
vice 18 operated, and means for holdmﬂ the
last named member vieldingly away from
Hm circuit breaker. |

In a game apparatus, a plate such as is
u%ed at the home base 1n the game of base-

ball to serve as a guide for the pLWEl -
threowing a ball, the plate being

aclapted to
be disj '}G:ed on the ground, a strike indicat-
g deww rhspmed at the rear of the said
plate consisting of a supporting frame,
[ransverse bars in the frame, 2 plurality of
arims pivoted at one end to the transverse
transverse bars to which
he plur fthi} of arms are prvoted respectively
at their other end, a member supported by
the last named transverse bars, which is dis-
posed suLsLantmﬂy at right angles to the
plane of the said plate, an electrical circuit,
a bell 1 thﬂ electrical circuit, two spring
electrodes 1n the electrical mreult which are
held yieldingly apart, one of the said arms
bemng adaptec to press one of the electrodes

- Ing
at the bat, the fioure being dlqpose& at the |
pivoted at one end to the t

- of the last named frame,

into engagement with the other electrode
when the said member is struck by a body
and moved rearwardly, means tor holding

- said arm yieldingly away from the elec-
trodes, and means for checking the move-

ment of the said member.

3. In a game apparatus, a strike indicat-
device, consisting of a frame, trans-
verse bars in the frame, a plurality of arms
ansverse bars re-

spectively, a vertical member, a frame to

which the vertical member 1s secmed trans-

verse bars on the last named frame to yhich
respectively the plurality of arms are pivot-
e at their other end, an electrical cirenit,
two spring electrodes in the electrical cir-
cuit, which are heid melé mgly apart, a mem-
ber on the last named frame being adapted
for pressing one o:i the electrodes into en-
gagement with the other electrode when the

vertically disposed member is struck and

moved rearwardly, means for holding the

last named frame yieldingly away from the
electrodes, means Tor checking the movement
and a bell in the
electrical cireuit.

9. In a game apparatus, a strike indicat-
Ing device consisting of a supporting frame,
ransverse bars 1 the frame, a plurabity of
arms pivoted at one end to the transverse
bars respectively, transverse bars to which
the plurality of arms ave pivoted respec-
tively at their other end, a member supported
by the last named transverse bars which 1s
xeltlmllg disposed, an electrical cireuit, a
bell in the eleetrmal cirenit, two spring elec-
trocdes 1n the electrical cncmt which are
neld yieldingly apart, one of the said arms
veing adapted to press one of the electrodes
into engagement iwith the other electrode
when the said member is struck by a body
and moved vearwardly, means for holdmo
saicdd arm yvieldingly away from the elec-
trodes, and means for checking the move-
ment of the said member.

in testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of

tywo subscribing witnesses.
HARRY K. HIRE.
Witnesses:
L. 1. GRIFFIN,
Fraxk Buoxan.
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