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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Summers Gisson, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Edray, in the county of Pocahontas and
State of West Virginia, have invented a
new and useful Wire-Clamp, of which the
following 1s a specification. _ '

The objects of the invention are, gener-

ally, the provision in a merchantable form,

of a device of the class above described,
which shall be inexpensive to manufacture,
facile 1n operation, and devoid of compli-
cated parts; specifically, the provision of a
series of blocks of novel and improved con-
struction, the same constituting codperating
jaws; the provision of novel means for

housmmg the said jaws; the provision of |

novel means for assembling the component
parts of the housing, and for adapting the
same to recelve a tension element; other and
further objects being made manifest herein-

after as the description of the invention

progresses. | |
The invention consists 1n the novel con-

struction and arrangement of parts herein- |

after described, delineated In the accom-
panying drawings, and particularly pointed
out 1n that portion of this instrument where-

1n. patentable novelty is claimed for certain

cistinctive and peculiar features of the de-
vice, 1t being understood, that, within the
scope of what hereinafter thus is claimed,
divers changes in the form, proportions,
size, and minor details of the structure may
be made, without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of the
1nvention. -

Similar numerals of reference are em-
ployed to -denote corresponding parts
throughout the several fioures of the draw-
INgs. | '

In the accompanying drawings, Ifigure 1
1s a perspective, showing my device assem-
bled, and 1n a position to exercise its func-
tions, parts being broken away, better to
1Hustrate the structure; Fig. 2 is a section
1n a plane normal to the plane of the wires
36 shown in Fig. 1 the view being designed

to show 1n detail, the construction of certain |

of the blocks, denoted by the numerals 16
and 17 1n Fig. 1, and differing slightly in
construction from their fellows; Fig. 3 is
a detail perspective of one of the blocks;
and Fig. 4 1s a perspective of a simple

In carrymg out my invention, I provide
primarily a frame comprising side strips 1.
These side strips 1 at their upper and lower
extremities, are united by head blocks 2,
which, as clearly shown in ‘Fig. 1, are
notched at their ends, to form arms; adapted
to receive the ends of the side strips 1.
Bolts 3, or like elements adapted to a simi-
lar end, may be passed transversely through
the arms of the head blocks 2, and through
the extremities of the side strips 1, whereby
the frame may be assembled in a rigid and

durable manner.

The 1mmediate means whereby the wires

36, constituting the fence to be stretched,

are gripped preparatory to the stretching
operation, constitute a series of blocks 4
which are terminally disposed between the

‘side strips 1, the said side strips and the
-blocks being provided with interlocking ele-

ments, which, in the present instance, take

the form of tongues 5, disposed longitudi-
‘nally of the adjacent faces of the side-strips

1, and grooves 6, located in the ends of the
blocks 4, and adapted to receive the tongues
5, whereby the said blocks may be mounted
tor shiding movement, longitudinally of the

strips 1, in the frame. These blocks 4 con-
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stitute cooperating jaws adapted to receive

the wires 36 of the fence, and means are pro-

vided for moving the blocks into mutual

gripping relation, the sald means in .the
present 1nstance, consisting of a screw 9
which 1s journaled for rotation in an aper-
ture m one of the head bloclks 2. This screw
9 1s adapted to bear, at its lower extremity,

~upon the terminal block 4 of the series, and
‘1n order that the screen may be rotated
-readily, the said screw is provided at its up-
per extremity, with a polygonal head 10. In

order that the wires 36 may not slip later-
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ally from between the blocks 4, before the

pressure of the screw 9 has been applied,
each of said blocks is provided, upon its
lower face, with depending pins 7, adapted
to register 1n apertures 8 provided for their
reception 1n the upper face of the block next
beneath 1it. . |

- In order to reinforce and to strengthen
the device, and 1n order likewise, to provide
suitable means whereby a tension element
may be assembled with the device, eye-bolts
15 are passed transversely through the side

strips 1. It 1s obvious, from an examination

wrench whereby the device may be operated. | of the drawing, that these eye - bolts 15,
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which constitute tie members, are disposed
in the path which is traveled by the blocks 4,
in their reciprocation between the side strips
1. In order, therefore, that the operation of
the device may not be impeded by the tie
members 15, the blocks 16 and 17, which l1e,
respectively, above and below the tie mem-
bers 15, are, in their construction, shghtly

modified from the other blocks of the series.
Referring particularly to Fig. 2, wheremn

the construction of the blocks 16 and 17 1s
most clearly shown, it will be seen that the
upper block 16 is transversely slotted as de-
noted by the numeral 18, 1n 1ts lower face, to

straddle the tie member 15 which 1s disposed
between 1t and the block 17. The block 17,

in its turn, is transversely slotted 1n its up-

per face, as denoted by the numeral 19, m
order that it, like the block 16, may straddie
the tie member 15, when the series of blocks

are reciprocated between the side strips 1.

It may be stated that the blocks 16 and 17
are duplicates of each other, save for the
fact that one of them is provided with the
pins 7, the other being provided with the
apertures 8, adapted to receive said pins.
The eye-bolts 15 may be terminally pro-
vided with hooks 20, carrying, removably,
the extremities of a crotch-lime 21.
suitable means for applying tension to the
wires 36, may be assembled with the crotch-
line 21, and these tension means may com-

p}:ise_ a block and falls, or other common de-

vices. I have, however, provided a stretch-

ing member 25 of simple and eflicient con-

struction, adapted to be assembled with the
crotch-line 21.

The stretching member 25 1s provided.

with an aperture adapted to receive a chain

32 or like element, whereby the stretching

member may be assembled with 1ts support,
the same, in the present instance, being

shown in the form of a post 833. The stretch-
ing member may be assembled with the
frame, by means of a flexible element 34,

which being wound at one extremity about

the drum of the stretching member 25, 1s

assembled at the other extremity with the
crotch-line 21. '

The device, in its operation and mainte-

nance, calls for no special tools. However,
in Fig. 4, I have shown a simple form of
wrench adapted to be used in connection
with the device. This wrench, which 1s de-
noted by the numeral 14, is fashioned from
a straight bar of metal, one end of which 1s
notched as denoted by the numeral 11 to

receive the polygonal head 10 of the screw 9. |

Intermediate its ends, the wrench 14 1s aper-
tured as denoted by the numeral 12, the

aperture 12 conforming in its contour to the

outline of the head 10.

- It will be noted, upon reference to Fig. 2,'

that the blocks 4 are extended laterally upon
either side of the side strips 1, to form, upon
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 either side of the side strips, codperating
jaws, so that the frame may be attached
readily to either side of the fence, without
passing the said frame through the fence.
Thus, the wires, constituting the fence, may ;

be mounted in the device in the position

indicated by the numeral 40 in Fig. 2, or,
in the position indicated by the numeral 35.

In practical operation, the screw 9 1s ro-
tated, so that the blocks 4 may have sufhicient
play longitudinally of the side strips 1, to
allow the

the pins 7, the screw 9 then being rotated to
bring all of said blocks into mutual grip-
ping relation. | -

“Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new and desire to protect by Let-

ters Patent 1s:—
1. In a device of the class described, a
frame comprising side strips; a series of

blocks terminally disposed between the side

strips and slidable therebetween, longitudi-
nally of the strips, the blocks being laterally

extended upon either side of the frame to
form codperating jaws; and means for mov-
ing the blocks into mutual gripping rela-

tion.
9. In a device of the class described, a

frame comprising side strips; a series of

blocks terminally disposed between the
strips, and slidable therebetween, longitudi-

nally of the strips, the blocks being later-

ally extended to form codperating jaws

upon either side of the frame, the blocks
and the strips being provided with inter-

pins 7 to clear the apertures 8.
The wires 36 are then disposed between the
adjacent faces of the blocks 4, and within
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locking elements; and means for moving the

blocks Into mutual gripping relation.

3. In a device of the class described, a

frame comprising side strips; a series of
blocks terminally
strips and slidable therebetween, longitudi-
nally of the strips, the blocks and the strips

being provided with interlocking elements;

105

disposed between the

110

and means for moving the blocks into mu-

tual gripping relation.

4, In a device of the class described, a
| frame comprising side strips; a transverse
tie member uniting the strips and terminally
provided with means for receiving a ten-
sion member; a series of blocks constituting

cobperating jaws, terminally mounted be-

tween the strips, and slidable therebetween,

certain of the blocks being cut away to
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straddle the tie member; and means for
moving the blocks into mutual grippmg -

relation. _ -
5. In a device of the class described, a

frame comprising side strips; a transverse

125,

tie member uniting the strips, and termi- -

nally provided with means for receiving a

tension member; a series of blocks, constitut-

ing cooperating jaws, terminally mounted

between the strips and slidable therebetw'eén; 130
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certain of the blocks being cut away to
straddle the tie member; the blocks and the
strips being provided with 1interlocking ele-
ments ; and means for moving the blocks
into mutual gripping relation.

6. In a device of the class described, a
frame comprising side strips; a transverse
tie membper uniting the strips, and termi-
nally provided with means for recelving a
tension member; a series of blocks mounted
between the strips, and slidable therebe-
tween, longitudinally of the strips, certain
of the blocks being cut away to straddle the

tie member: the blocks and the strips being

provided with interlocking elements and the
blocks being laterally extended upon either
side of the frame, to form codperating jaws;

and means for moving the blocks into mu-
tual gripping relation.

7. In a device of the class described, a |

"-ﬁ

3

frame comprising side strips; a transverse
ti1e member uniting the strips emd terminally
provided with means for engaging a ten-
tion member; a series of blocks treminally

mounted between the strips and shdable
therebetween, longitudinally of the strips,
certain of the blocks bemng cut away to
straddle the tie member; the blocks being
laterally extended to form codperating jaws
upon either side of the frame; and means
for moving the blocks into mutual or1ppIing
relation.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own, I have hereto aflixed my swnatme
in the presence of two witnesses.

SUMMERS GIBSON.

Witnesses:
Geo. H. Wavaen,
Grorge P. BAXTER.
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