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Specification of Letters Patent.

To all whom 1t may concern.:

Be it known that I, Groree . RICHMOND,
v citizen of the United States, residing at
Houston, in the county of Harris and State
»f Texas, have invented certaln new and use-
‘ul Improvements in Crates, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to new and usetul
improvements in crates and more particu-
larly to that class of crates used in the ship-
ment of bananas.

The object of the invention is to produce
a light, strong, and durable crate which
may be used continuously for a great length
of time and one which will allow the least
nossible damage to befall the bananas In
shipment.

Finally the object of the invention 1s to

comparatively inexpensive to produce and
one in which the several parts will be least
likely to get out of working order.
With the above and other objects in view,
which will appear as the nature of the 1n-
vention is more fully explained, the inven-
tion has relation to certain novel features
of construction and operation, an example
of which is given in this specification and
illustrated in the accompanying drawing,
wherein:

frame of my crate. Fig. 2 is a side elevation
of the lining for Ig. 1.
view of the bottom of the crate.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings the numeral 1 designates the top band
of the material used in making my crate
which is, preferably, angle iron. This band
is riveted or bolted at 2 and then continues
in a spiral form as shown at 3 until the

desired length is attained another band 4
is formed similar to 1.

Bands 1 and 4 and spiral 3, are preferably
formed of one piece of mateiial. A series
of braces 5 are securely attached to the bands
1 and 4 and spiral 3. These may extend
below band 4 and then be bent inwardly

or other suitable bottom.
Tt is desired to leave a hole 7 1n the bot-

produce a device of the character described
that will be strong, durable and efficient and

Figure 1 is a view in perspective of the

Fig. 8 1s a plan

length of the crate is reached. When the

forming flanges 6 for a support for a wooden .

| The stalk will thus be held in position there-
by forming a brace for the bunch of bananas.
A lining 8 is first secured, as by tacking, to
" the bottom 9 and then both are lowered into
the frame of the crate.

The operation of my device is as follows:
Take the bottom of the crate and secure to
the periphery thereof any suitable material
quch as corrugated pasteboard, heavy paper
or cloth of a length greater than the length
of the crate and lower this in the crate. Se-
cure the bottom to the crate by means of
bolts 10 passing through holes in flanges 6
and the said bottom. Then place the bunch
of bananas inside of this lining and gather

tie it securely.
I am aware that other forms of crates are

used but they are expensive and when used
| a few times are of no further value.

While I have shown this particular de-
sion and explained this specific form 1t 1s to
be understood that the invention 1s 1n no

so long as the principle is not departed from.
What I claim 1s:—
| 1. A crate composed of top and bottom

bands connected by a plurality of braces rig-
idly secured thereto, flanges integral with
the bottom end of said braces and extending
inwardly, a bottom adapted to rest on said
flanges, said bottom being provided with a
centrally located recess for receiving one
end of the support of the contents of said
crate, openings in said flanges for recelving
bolts desiened to secure said bottom to said
flanges, a lining for said crate adapted to
be fastened to said bottom, a metallic strip
coiled, at regular intervals, around said

bottom bands, substantially as described.

. 9. Tn a crate as described, the combination
with top and bottom bands, of an intermedi-
ate helical strip connecting said bands and
inteoral therewith, a plurality of braces ex-

ing rigidly fastened to said bands and said
intermediate helical strip for strengthening
said crate, said braces having inwardly ex-
tending flanges at the lower ends thereot,
‘said flances being provided with holes for
receiving bolts, a bottom adapted to rest on

tom to receive the end of the banana stalk. | said flanges, a lining for said crate adapted

the upper end of said lining together and

wise to be limited thereby but may be varied

braces and made integral with said top and
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~ to be fastened to sa1d bottom bolts e*;tend 1 In testlmony whereof T, have &gned mv '
1ng from the said bottom throuOh the holes | name to this spec1ﬁcat10n in the pr esence
~1n sald flanges for securing the bottom to | of two subscribing witnesses.

~ said flanges, a centrally located recess in sald | ' ' G’EOR(JD D RICHMO\TD
5 bottom for holding the contents of said crate | Witnesses: _
against lateral movement, all c_;ubst‘mtlally; W A. CaTary,

as set forth L - - WU AL SHRAGKENGAUST
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