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JOHN H. FISHER, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

e

- McC. CHAPMAN, OF NEW YORK ¥ Y.

MAIL-BOX HOLDER.

936,527 " - ~ Specification of Letters-Patent. | Paten‘ted-()ct_ 12, 1909,

Application filed September 25,

10 all whom if Mmay concern:

1906. Serial No. 336,163.

| Fig. 2, the section of this figure being taken

Be it known that I, Jonx H. ¥ ISHER, a | on the line 8—§ of Fig. 7; Fig. 9 is a front
citizen of the United States, residing in | elevation of the holding-plate shown in the

Washington, District of Columbia, have in- form of Fig.

Sy

¢; and Fig. 10 is a front ele.

vented a new and usefy] Improvement in | vation of a portion of flye back of the maijl-

Mail-_Box_ Holders, of which the following
18 a descrlptlon. ' |
- This invention relates to mail-hox holders

used,

box constructed for the application of my
, Invention in the form of Figs. 7,8 and 9. -

-y
t‘.n

60

_ | Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1 -
and, particularly, to mechanism and devices indicates . g conventional mai] op letter-box,
by means of which a mail-box of any type | the back thereof being indicate by 2. The
may be applied to Posts, walls and practi- Post or support is indicated by 3, which,
celly any kind of UPport now ordinarily obviously, may be of any form or shape,

Viz., circular or flat. In this form of my

Among the objects of my invention may | invention the supporting-block or iron i
be noted the following: to brovide a safe, indicated by 4, the back of which is made
strong holder for mail-boxes which cannot | more or less curved SO as to correspond, or
be dislodged ang cannot be tampered with approximately correspond, in this instance
from the outside; to provide g holder, so | to the surface to which it is to be applied.

applied, that the box can only be removed
rom its Support from the inside of the box

'he face of the holder, as clearly shown in

Figs. 2 and 4, is tormed with the elongated

to provide a simple, compact and cheap | recess 9, extending longitudinally of the sup-
holder for mail-boxes which is practically borting-block 4, an aperture 6 being formed
universally applicable to all kinds of sup- through the back of the block near the top
ports; and to provide » holder for mail- of the said recess 5. N ear the bottom of the
boxes which wil] securely hold the box on block, a circular recess ( is formed. in the

1ts support and which, when all jts parts:

bottom of which, and through the back of

are properly set, will prevent any movement ! the holder, is formed an aperture 8. A soli¢

of said hox relatively to its support. bridge-piece or portion 9 separates the tyw

With the above objects in View, and others | recesges 5 and 7, the same aflording a centryl
which will be detaileq during the course of | support for the back 2 of the mail-box.
this description, my 1nvention consigts in the | The end-portions 10 and 11 of the block also
parts, features and combination of elements form rests for the back 2 of the mail-box.

hereinafter described and claimed. A screw-threaded aperture. 12 is formed in

The accompanying drawings form a part | the bridge-piece 9 and screw-threaded aper-

of the Specification, and therein: Fioure 1 tures 13 are formed at opposite sides of the
1S a longitudinal section of a mail-box shoy- top of the block above the clongated recesy 3.

g a form of my holder applied thereto and | ]

1e said block being somewhat enlarged or

Supporting the same upon the conventiony] spread as at 14, preferably, to afford o
lamp-post, a portion of which latter 1s also greater bearing and better support for tlhe
shown; Tig. 9 g 4 vertical centra] section, | back of the box. Now viewing g, 2, 1t
very much enlarged, of 4 portion of a post oy | wWill be seen that the screw-bolt 15, with an
other Upport, showing the mode of secur- | enlarged angular head, passes through the
ing the holder thereto and the mail-box to | aperture 8 in the bottom of the circular re-
the holder: Fig. 3 is a transverse section on cess 7 of the block and is screwed or tapped

~the line 33 of Fig. 2; Fig.-4 is g tfront ; into the Support 3, the head of the bolt 15,

elevation of 5 portion of the holder; Fig, 5 obviously, engaging the bottom of the recess
1s a front elevation of the supporting-block | and being entirely housed within the latter,
of the holder: Fig. 6 is a front elevation of | as il be readily understood. A similar
the holding-.-p]ate,- these six figures showing | holt 1¢ passes through the aperture 6 in the
one form of my Invention Iig. Tis a front | bottom of the recess 9, said bolt 16 being

levation, similar to Fig, 4, showing another screwed or tapped into the support 3, as

form of my invention; Fig. 8 is a view just described with reference to the bolt 15,
stmilar to Fig, 2, showing the form of my ! and its headﬁengaging the bottom of the re-
mvention of flg.‘ 7 applied in the manner of | cess 5 and being entirely housed by the latter.
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As clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the back | back of the mail-box and said box securely
9 of the mail-box 1s set against the oo of | and tightly against the supporting-hlock.
the supporting-block 4, cid back engaging | The screws 18 and 1% ave then turned to the
the bridge 9 and the end-portions 10 and 11, requisife degree, 1n order to bind the top ol

L

« and a screw 17, with a large head, passes. | the holding-plate agaimst the face of the )
through the back of the hox and cooperates | back of the mail-box, it being clear that the
~with the screw-threaded aperture 12 ‘1 the | flexing of said holding-plate by the several
bridge-portion 9 of the block. Similar | screws 17, 18 and 19 will cause said plate to
screws 18 and 19 are passed through the | exert a considerable pressure against the
10 back of the mail-box 2, as shown in Figs. 2 | back of the box to hold the same firmly in 7"
and 3, and codperate with the apertures 13 | place. The ends 20 of the screws 18 and 19
in the top of the block 4, the three screws 17, | will e spread, split or enlarged to prevent

18 and 19 thus forming a support for the | them from being turned or removed.

mail-box to hold the same in engagement By making the key-hole slots of the form
15 with the supporting-block 4. | shown in Fag. 0, vapriation in the position of 7

Inasmuch as the ends of the supporting- | the apertures 12 and 04 and the correspond-
screws 18 and 19 are exposed, as shown in | ing aperture 1n the back of the mail-box 1s
~ Fig. 3, at the back of the block 4, said ends permitted, and the holding-plate 21 may be
are spread, enlarged or flattened as at 20, 1n moved either up or down, n setfing 1t M
20 order to firmly set said screws in place and | place, to bring it into proper position to
prevent their removal under any circum- | cause its aperture 24 1o register with the
<tance. The holding-plate o1 is rectangular | aperture 12 and the one in the back of the
in form and 18 pre%erably made of. strong, mail-box. Moreover, in order .to insure ac-
spring-metal, and is given a bow or curved | curate registry of the apertures for screw 17,
95 form lengthwise, as clearly shown 1n Tigs. | the aperture 94 may.be elongated, as shown -
9 and 3, where the holding-screws 17,18 and | by dotted lines in Fig. 6, thus compensating
19 have not been screwed 1n tight. The hold- for any variation 1n the disposition of the
ing-plate 21 1s provided with key-hole slots, | aperture, the Lack of the mail-box.  Ob-
viz., slots having a central, circular. portion viously, if the screws 18 and 19 are not forced
30 22 and long, oppositely-extending narrow | in sufficiently far to. cause their heads to
portions 23, ‘hese slots being located near | press the holding-plate 21 flat and tight
the corners of the top-portion £ the holding- | against the back of the mail-box, it is only
plate. Near the bottom of the holding-plate | necessary, when it is desired to remove the
and substantially centrally thereof an aper- | mail-box fromn its ‘support, to remove the
35 ture 24 is formed. - | «erew 17 and then slide the plate.21 to bring 169
It will now be understood, and especially | the enlarged portion 22 of the key-hole slots
with reference to Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4, that | thereof nto position to pass over the heads
after the i‘supporting-block or iron 4 has been | of the screws 18 and 19, The box can then.
secured in place upon the support 3, the be removed from its support.” When the box
40 Leads of the bolts 15 and 16 will be housed | is properly set in place, however, all the 109
within the recess 5 and 7 of the supporting- | screws will be tightly set so as to foree the '
block out of contact with the back of the holding-plate 21 tightly against the back ot
" mail-box 2. The mail-box will. then be set | the mail-box and the latter tightly against
in place and held by the two screws 18 and | the back 4, as chown in Fig. 1.
45 19, which will be passed through the key- | In the form of Figs. 7, 8, 9 and 10, the 110
" hole slots or apertures 20, see Fig. 4, in the back 2 of the mail-box will be formed with
back of the box as will be presently de- | an aperture o5 and key-hole slots with a cir-
scribed with reference to Figs. 7 to 10, with cular portion 26, and a single, narrow-slot
heir heads a short distance from ihe face of | extension 27, the said extension 27 extending -
50 «aid back. The holding-plate 21 will then | upwardly toward the top of the box. The '1*
be set in pldce by passing the heads of the | holding-plate :n this form is indicated by
screws 18 and 19 through the enlarged, cir- | 28 and 18 provided with the aperture 2%,
cular portions 22 of the key-hole slots, where- which may be an elongated slot as shown 11
upon the holding-plate will. be lifted so as | Fig. 6, the key-hole slots near the upper -

55 to pass the-shank of the screws 18 and 19 | corners being provided with the circular ="
“down into the elongated portions 23 of said portions 30 and Narrow extensions 31, the
key-hole slot. This will hold the plate 21 | latter extending downwardly from the cir-
“in position and bring the aperture 94 of | cular portion 30 toward the bottom of the

said plate into registry with the aperture in | plate, this being the reverse of the slots In__

60 the back of the mail-box and the screw- | the back of the box. The supporting bloek =7
threaded aperture 12 in the bridge-portion | or iron is in all material respects substan-
9 of the supporting-block or cvon 4. The | tially the same as in the other form, and the
screw 17 is then passed through the several | parts thereof are indicated by like numerals,

apertures, thus setting the holding-plate se- together with the holding-screw bolts, ete.

65 curely and tightly against the face of the | It will be noted, as shown In Fig. 8, that Lo
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the holding-plate in thic
l_ongitudinall_}f.. being made flat and htting
snugly against the face of the bacek of the
mail-box.” In order to set -the mail-box ip
place, the stipporting-block is first secured
to the support '3 by means of the serew-bolts
15 and 16 described with reference to the
other form of my invention. - Then- the
SCrews 18 and 19 are passed into the aper-
tures 13 at the top of the.'.~;ll_p_pm'ting-blnck.
The mail-box is thep set m place by passing
the cireular portion 26 of the kev-hole slot
Over the heads of the sceprows I8 and 19,
wherenpon the matl-box is allowed {0 slide
the screws so that the shank of
the latter will entep the elongated slot-por-
' The holding - plate is then ‘set
against the back of the mail-box
the heads of the screws 18 and 19 through
the circular portions 30 of the key-hole slots
I the plate 28, whereupon the lattey 15 slid

vertically, so as to cause the shanks of the
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~of the

Serews 18

from

serews 18
tions 81 of the key-hole slots in the plate 28,
Thus, the apertures 25, 29 an 12 1n the back
box, thie bottom of the. holding-plate
and the bridge-portion ¢ of the Supporting-
block, respectively, are brought into registry.
Then the screw 17 s passed through the sev-
eral apertures ang securely screwed into the
supporting-block with its head tight against
the face of the holding-plate 28 and the lat-
ter tight against the bacl of the mail-box.
T'he screws 18 and 19 are then firmly set in
Place and their ends spread, split, or othep-
Wise enlarged, as at 20, in accordance with
the first form described.
s securely held in position on the support.
To remove the boy from the Support in this
form of my invention, the serew 17 shonld
first he removed, whereupon the plate 28 may
be slid downwardly and removed from the
and 19 and ‘the mail-box may be
or shd vertically and also removed
said screws 18 and 19 .

In order to prevent any possibility of
mail-matter being caught between the top of
the holding-plate and the buck of the mail.
box, a guard op shield 32 may be applied to,
or formed integral with, the holding-plate,
a5 shown in Fig. 1, the same extending from
the top of the plate and being inclined down-
wardly into the bhox so gs to_cover the top
SCrEWS 18 and 19, This eomstruction will

shifted

- shunt or deflect mail-matter into the box and

prevent the same from being caught as sug-

gested.  However, if the box 1s properly
hung and the pParts of the holder are prop-

erly set, this guard wil] be unnecessary.
Having thus disclosed the details of con-

struction of my invent-ipr_l_,;_it_ will be readily.

understood that the material of the several

- parts of the holder may be of any kind of

- 69

metal or composition desired, or portions
thereof may bhe of hardwood, if "desired.

formh is not howed |

by passing

and 19 to enter the elongated poi-

Thus, the mail-box

3

tither form may be used with the same
facility and each is ceffective for the pur-
poses; but, the form of Figs. 1 to ¢ iy pre-
ferred on account of the flexibility of
holder. That is to say, by making the ho]d.
‘ing-plate 21 bowed longitudiimlly and of
Spring-metal, the same i better adapted to
hold the box in Pposition and - is stseeptible
of future adjustments, in case the welght of
the box or its yse may cause the parts to he-
come loose. Merely tightening the serews
18 and 19 will, obviously, take up any loose-
ness between the parts and bind the hox se.
curely, under any circumstance, By housing
the screw-bolts 15 and 16, as described, witl,-

1n the body of the Supporting ‘block or iron..

it is clear that they cannot be ‘approached
or tampered with except by removing the
mail-box from the holder. Similarly, by
placing the screws 17, 18 and 19 within the
mail-box, and likewise dis osing the hold-
ing-plate, it 1S impossible fI())r the box to he
-removed from the holder without first open-
ing said box. By splitting. spreading or
otherwise enlarging the ends of the screws
18 and 19, which are the only- exposed fas.
' he holder, it 1s impossible for said
SCrews to be removed, unscrewed or loosened,

under any circumstance. .
Having thus described my 1invention, what

I claim and desire to secure by ILetters Pat-

1. A mail-box holder having in combina-
tion a supporting-block provided with re.

cesses 1n which the heads of securing bolts

may be housed, and 7 holding-plate pro-
vided with key-hole slots

‘of securing means, the said block and plate

also having apertures which may be hrought

Into registry with each other for the recep-

tion of a securing means. ,

2. A mail-box holder havin -1n combina-
tion a supporting-block provided with re-
cesses 1n which the heads of securing bolts

} may be housed and a holding-plate for co-

operation with said block made of resilient

the
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material and bowed longitudinally for cre-

ating. tension, as described, and” the said
block and plate having apertures which may
be brought into registry for securing - the
parts together., o R
. 3 A mail-box holder having in combina-
tion a supporting-block provided with re-
cesses 1n which the heads of securing bolts
may be housed, and. g holding-plate pro-
vided with a guard, said block and plate
having apertures which may be brought into
registry for securing the parts together, sub-
stantially as described. _

4. In combination wit g mail-box, a sup-

against which the back of the box may be
] late for engaging the haclk

115
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back of the
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of the mail-box, and means whereby said
block and plate. may be cansed to clamp the
mail box firmly between them.
= [n combination with a mail-box, of a
supporting-block therefor secured to the out-
side thereof, said block having recesses 1N
which the heads of securing bolts may be
housed and covered by '
a- holding-plate secured to the back of the
box within the latter, and: means, accessible
only from within the box, for clamping said
plate a%ainst the back of the box and secur-
late and box rigidly to the sup-
porting-block. _ -
6. Tn combination with a mail-box, a sup-
porting-block ocured to the outside of the
hack thereof, a holding-plate located within
the box, means, from within

accessible only
the box, for clamping said plate, box and

the back of said boX, |

036,627

block rigidly together, and means for secur-
ing the block to a ojven support said latter
means being accessible only when the box 153
removed from said block.

v A mail-box holder having in combina-
tion a supporting-block provl ed with a de-

pression 1in one

. movable, independent plate cooperating
with said block to hold the mail-box 1n place.

In testimony whereof 1 have hercunto
signed my name in the presence of two sub-
| seribing witnesses. '

JOHN H. FISHER.

Witnesses: :
CrarLEs J. MURPIIY,
A. SLAUGHTER.

L

_ ‘side extending longiutdi-
nally. thereof, and with a plurality of aper-
tures for the passage of securing bolts; and -
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