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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Lew Leroy WALRATIL,
States, residing at
Sacramento, in the county of Sacramento
and State of California, have invented 2 new
and useful Sign, of which the following is
a specification. ' _ _

. 1he mvention relates to improvements in
signs. -

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of signs, and to
provide a simple and exceedingly 1nexpen-

s1ve sign, designed to be employed as a sub- |

stitute for painted, stenciled or similar s1oms,

and adapted to be quickly changed without
~destroying the letters, numbers, or other
characters employed in the make-up of the

sigm. - |
With these and other objects in view, the
mvention consists i the construetion and

novel combination of parts hereinatter fully ;

described, illustrated in the accompanying
drawing, and pointed out in the claims here-
to appended; 1t being understood that vari-
ous cnanges in the form, proportion, size and
minor details of construction, within the

scope ox the claims, may be resorted to with- |
1CING

out departing from the spirit or sacri
any of the advantages of the invention.

In the drawing :—Figure 1 is an elevation

of a sign, constructed in accordance with this
mvention. ff1g. 2 is an enlarged horizon-
tal sectional view of one end of the <197,

Fig. 3 1s a vertical sectional view of the

same. [Fig. 4 is an elevation of one of the |

sign strips. Tig. 5 is a detail perspective
view, 1lllustrating the manner of applying
the sign strips to the supporting member.
I1g. 6 is a rear elevation of a portion of the
a plurality of
attaching devices. Ifig. 7 is a detail perspec-
tive view, illustrating a modification of the in-
vention in which metallic clips are employed
for securing the sign strips to the supporting
member. Iig. 8 is a similar view, showing
another modification of the invention in
which the sign strips are secured to the su p-
porting member by elastic bands.
- Like numerals of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the
drawing. : '
1 designates a longitudinally disposed SUP-
porting member. desioned to be constructed
of pasteboard, sheet metal, or any other
suttable material and secured at its ends by
paper fasteners 2, or other suitable means to

—— "

a background, which may consist of a plural-
ity of separate pieces 3 and 4 of different
colors for rendering the sign ornamental and
attractive. Any desired backeround may
be employed, and the supporting strip, if
desived, may be secured directly to a wall,
window, box, or other support, and while
L have illustrated in the accompanying dra-
mg a sign, composed of one word and con-
sisting ot a single row of characters, it will
be readily understood that any number of
rows contamning any desired number of
words, figures, characters and the like may
be used for advertising or other purposes.

The letters or other characters of the sign
are tormed by a plurality of sign strips 5,
constructed of paper, cloth, tinfoil, or any
other suitable material and bearing a plural-
ity of letters 6, or other sion characters and
foldable to expose and display one or more
ot such characters, and also to provide an
mner attaching portion 7, which is secured
to the supporting member by fastening de-
vices 8, consisting of paper clips xtending
transversely across the front of the support-
g strip and between the inner and outer
portions of the sign strips, as clearly illus-
tratea 1n Fig. 5 of the drawing. The paper
fastening devices or clips may be supplied
with gummed terminals, or the back of the
supporting member may be gummed, if de-

sired.  The folded sign strips are arranged

successively in overlapped relation, each sue-
ceeding one partially covering the preceding
one and concealing the unused part of the
outer portion so as to expose only the desired
character or characters thereof, and to con-
ne the terminal of the said outer portion.
Lhe sign strip is folded at a point adjacent
to the front of the letter or other character
to be exposed, and the inner portion is then
secured to the supporting member. This is
continued until the sign is completed. The
terminal of the outer portion of the last sign

ceal the unused letters and is secured by the
paper fastener, which attaches the support-
ing member 1 to the background. When it is
desired to change the sign, the paper clips on
tastening devices 8 are ciit along one of the

' side edges of the supporting member, which

frees the inner set or series of sign strips.
The sign strips may then be refolded to ex-
pose other characters and may be applied to
the supporting member by fresh paper clips,
the old or used ones being previously re-
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moved. The background may be provided |

with a suitable hanger 9, or the sign may be
attached in any other desired manner.

Instead of employing paper fastening de-
vices or clips, metallic clips 10 may be used,
as illustrated in Fig. 7 of the drawing, the
terminal 11 being bent downward or mward
against the back of the supporting meniber
to secure the sion strips to the same. The
metallic clips arve adapted to be bent out of
engagement with the supporting member
when the sign 1s to be changed.

As illustrated in Fig. § of the drawing,
elastic bands 12 of rubber may be conven-
iently employed for securing the sign strips
to the supporting member, and any other at-
taching means, which will enable the sign
strips to be removed uninjured, may be eni-
ployed for securing such strips to the sup-
porting membenr.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desirve to secure by
Letters Patent, 1s:— '

1. A changeable sign inclucding a support-
ing member, a-plurality of flexible sign strips
provided with a series of sign characters and
foldable to expose one or more of the same
and to provide an mner attaching portion,
sald strips being successively arranged 1n
overlapped velation to conceal the unused
characters of the outer portions ot the strips,
and means for securing the inner attaching
portions to the supporting member.

2. A changeable sign including a support-
1ng member, a plurality of flexible sign strips
provided with a series of sign characters and
foldable to expose one or more of the same
and to provide an inner attaching portion,
said strips being successively arranged in
overlapped relation to conceal the unused
characters of the outer portions of the strips,
and clips extending across the front of the
attaching member and between the inner and
outer portions of the sign strips and securing
the latter to the said member.

035,713

3. ‘A changeable sign including a support-
ing member, a plurality of flexible sign strips
provided with a series of sign characters and
foldable to expose one or more of the same
and to provide an inner attaching portion,
said strips being successively arranged 1in
overlapped relation to conceal the unused
characters of the outer portions of the strips,
and paper clips extending across the front of
the attaching member and between the inner
and outer portions of the sign strips and hav-

ing their terminals secured to the back of the

supporting member.

4 A changeable sign including a support-
ing member, a plurality of flexible sign strips
provided with a series of sign characters and
foldable to expose one or more of the same
and to provide an inner attaching portion,
said strips being successively arranged 1n
overlapped relation to conceal the unused
characters of the outer portions of the strips,
and paper clips extending across the front ot
the attaching member and between the mner
and outer portions of the sign strips and hav-
ing their terminals coated with adhesive ma-
terial and secured to the back of the support-
ing member.

5. A changeable sign including a back-
oround, a supporting member secured at
spaced points to the background, a plurality
of sign strips provided with sets of sign
characters and foldable to expose one or
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more of such characters and to provide an

inner attaching portion, said strips being ar-
ranged successively in overlapped relation,
and means for securing the inner attaching
portions of the sign strips to the supporting

member. - _
~ In testimony, that I claim the foregoing as

my own, I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses. |
LEW LEROY WALRATEH.
Witnesses:
Arexrs B. Cuariy,
Joserir Prrr.
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