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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Frevericx T. Wing, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Lin-
coln, 1n the county of Lancaster and State of
Nebraska, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in IFelding Coops or Crates, of
vhich the following is a specification.

This invention relates to folding or col-
lapsible coops or crates for shipping poul-

try, eggs, fruits, vegetables, ete., the object
of the Invention being to provide a coop or |

crate which 1s simple of construction, inex-
pensive of production, capable of being
reaclly set-up for use and collapsed for ship-
ment, and which, in addition possesses both
strength and durability.

The Invention consists of the features of
construction, combination and arrangement
of parts hereinafter fully deseribed and
clatmed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which — '

Ifigure 1 is a perspective view of a set-up
crate embodying my invention. Iig. 2 is a
central vertical cross section of the same.
If1g. 3 is a top plan view of the coop as it
appears when folded or collapsed. TFig. 4
1s a longitudinal secticn of the same.

The coop or crate embodying my inventicn
18 of conventional oblong rectangular form.
and embodies a bottom 1, sides 2, ends 8 and
a top or cover 4. In the main, it is conteni-
plated to construct the coop of wood, only
such metal parts being employed as are nec-
essary to fTorm the fastening and pivot con-
nections between the parts, but it may be
constructed wholly of wood or wholly of
metal or of any desired degree of combina-
tion of these materials.

The bottom 1, which is preferably imper-
forate, is provided with longitudinally ex-
tending supporting sill strips 5, and has se-
cured to the upper surface thereof end cross
strips or bars 6, which are of less length than
the width of said bottom and provided with
terminal bearing plates 7 carrying pivot
pins 8. ' _

Fach of the sides 2 of the coop is prefer-
ably composed of a series of longitudinal
slats connected by metallic strips ¢ and 10,
preferably three in number, arranged at the
center and adjacent the ends thereof. These
straps form pivotal supports for the side,
each strap being bent at its lower end to
form an eye 11 pivotally engaging a staple
or the like fixed to the bottom I, thus <o

mounting the side that it may assume a ver-
tical position in the formation of the set-up
coop or be turned down to a horizontal posi-
tion upon the bettomn 1 in folding or col-
lapsing the coop. 'The height of the sides is

' such that when they are turned down they

will rest on opposite sides of the longitu-
dinal center of the bottom 1 with their upper
ecges lying in close relation. .

The end pieces 3 may be of any suitable
construction and include corner posts 13 and

an upper cross bar 14 connecting the upper

ennds of sald posts, the lower ends of which
are pivotally mounted upon the pin 8 to
swing 1n either direction longitudinally of
the coop. The two end pieces are connected
at opposite sides of the crate by longitudinal
slats 15, which are pivotally connected with
the corner posts, as shown at 16.

When the crate is set-up for use, the ends
of the side pieces 2 rest against the corner
post 13, by which outward movement of said
sides 1s prevented, while the side pieces in
turn, when fastened in position, serve to
hold the end pieces from swinging move-
ment. The upper ends of the central straps
9 of the side pieces are bent outwardly at
right angles to provide eyes or perforated

keeper members 17 which ave adapted to en-

gage notches 18 formed in the upper edges
of the slats 15, and which have their open-

ings arranged to register with vertical open-

1ngs 19 formed in the slats 15 when the coop
1s set-up.  When the sides are erected, their
upper siats also bear against the slats 15,

thus adding to the stability of the coop.

The top or cover 4 of the coop may be
either solid or slatted, a slatted type being
llustrated in the present instance. As
shown, the slats 20 of this top or cover are
connected by intermediate and end trans-
verse strips 21 and 22, respectively, the
strips 22 being adapted to rest upon the
cross pieces 14 of the end pieces 3 when
the cover is fitted in position. The width
of the cover is also such that the outer slats
thereof are adapted to rest upon the upper
ends of the corner posts 13 and upper edges
of the slats 15. The cover is hinged or piv-
oted at one end, as indicated at 23, to the,
cross bar 14 of one of the end pieces 3, so
that 1t may be swung up and down to open
and closed position. It may be secured in
closed position when the crate is filled or in

| transit by a wire loop or other suitable fas-
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tening device 24 connecting it at its other
end with the cross bar 14 of the other end
plece 3. _

In order to hold the parts of the body of
the coop 1n a set-up condition, fastening de-
vices 23, such as cotter pins, are employed
and passed downward through openings 20
in the overlapping side slats of the cover,
through the keeper members 17 of the straps
9 and through the openings 19 1n the straps
15, by which the folding portions of the
body will be held against relative move-
ment. Upon detaching these pins, it will be
readily understood that the side pieces 3
may be swung inwardly down upon the bot-
tom 1, while the end pieces and cover may
be swung together in either direction lon-
oitudinally of the coop to the collapsed con-
dition shown in Figs. 3 and 4, in which they
may be suitably secured, thus folding the

coop in a compact flat form for ready and |

convenient storage or shipment.

The mode of setting up the coop will be
readily understood from the foregoing de-
scription, and it will be seen that when the
coop is set up the fastening devices 25 will
assist in holding the cover 4 closed.

A crate constructed in accordance with
my invention, as hereinbefore described, 1s
simple, inexpensive and durable, may be
set-up and collapsed within a minimum
amount of time and with a minimum amount
of labor, and is adapted when folded or
collapsed to occupy a comparatively small
amount of space, thus insuring economy 1n
storage and shipment.

Having thus fully deseribed the invention,
what is claimed as new, 18— |

1. A coop or crate comprising a bottom,

sicde walls pivotally connected to the bottom

to fold inwardly down upon the upper sur-
face thereof, said side walls being provided
with fastening members, end walls pivot-
ally connected with the bottom to swing
longitudinally thereof, slats pivotally con-
necting the end walls at each side of the
coop and provided with openings to register

035,443

with said fastening members, a cover mount-

ed upon the end pieces, and fastening mem-
bers adapted to engage the cover, the side

- walls and the openings in said slats to

secure the parts in set-up condition.

2. A coop comprising a bottom, end walls
pivotally connected with the bottom to swing
longitudinally thereof, slats pivotally con-

necting the end walls at each side of the

coop and provided with openings therein,
side walls pivoted to swing down upon the
bottom and provided with perforated fas-
tening members to register with the open-
ings in said slats, a cover mounted upon the
end walls having openings therein, and de-
tachable keys adapted to be passed down-
ward through the openings in the cover, the

- perforations in the side walls and the open-

ings in the slats to secure the parts in set-up
condition. |

3. A coop comprising a bottom, end walls
pivotally connected with the bottom toswing
longitudinally thereof, slats pivotally con-
nected with the end walls at opposite sides
of the coop, each of said slats being pro-
vided with an opening and a notch 1n 1its
upper edge intersecting the same, side walls
provided with straps pivotally connected
with the bottom to adapt said walls to swing

inwardly over upon the upper surtace there-

of, one of said straps of each side being pro-
vided at its upper end with an outwardly

bent keeper having a
said keepers being adapted to engage the

perforation theremn,
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notches in the slats, a cover carried by the

end pieces and having openings therein to

register with the perforations in the keeper

members and the openings in the slats, and

keys adapted to be passed through said per-

forations and openings to secure the parts

in set-up condition. _ ' _

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses. |
- FREDERICK T. WING.

- Witnesses:
R. H. HAceLIN,

H. J. Wine.
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