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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Oscar S. JexN1NGs, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Danby, in the county of Tompkins and State

of New York, have invented certain new and -

useful Improvements in Chairs, of which
the following is a specification.

T'his invention relates to improvements in
chairs and more especially to that class of
chairs known as step-ladder chairs.

An object of the invention is to provide a
chair that may be folded in a compact man-
ner for either shipment or storing purposes
which at the same time is adjustable to ac-
curately position its respective members for
convenient use either as a seat or as a ladder.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of such a combination article of

furniture as to be instantly convertible from

one form to the other and to be substantially
locked in either position.

A still further object is the provision of a
structure  in which the relative angle be-
twween the seat and back members is auto-
matically changed adding to the comfort of

the combined article.

With these general objects in view and
others that will appear as the nature of the
mvention is further understood, the im-
provement consists of the novel combination

and arrangement of parts hereinafter fully

clescribed, 1llustrated in the accompanying

drawings and pointed out in the appended
claims.

In the drawings forming a part of this |

application and in which Iike numerals of
reference designate corresponding parts
throughout the several views, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of the device positioned as
a step ladder, Fig. 2 is a central vertical
section thereof showing the same in use, Fig.

- 3 1s a side elevation of the device positioned

- 45

- viding the rear feet 2 and positioned slightly -

o()

09

as a chair, and, Fig. 4 shows the device in
tolded position. . '
Referring more specifically to the draw-
ngs, the back 1 consists of opposite parallel
members 1” extending downwardly and pro-

below the middle point thereof as at 3, the

seat supporting brackets 4 oppositely ar- ;

ranged and positioning thereon the seat 5.
The combination arm and leg members 6, 6,
are pivoted to said back member as at 7 at a
point slightly above the pivotal point of said

| the two front feet 8, 8§ of the device and it

being noted that said latter members are
pivoted to the opposite outer sides of the
back 1 while the seat support members 4
are pivoted at opposite interior points
thereon, and the space between the adjacent
taces of said respective members is substan-

tially that of the thickness of the mem-

bers 1.

The supporting members 4 have oppo-
sitely arranged and alining with each other
a novel form of notch, or cut-away portion

|9 consisting of two opposite slots 10 and 11

of which the former positioned toward the
tront of the device is the deeper. The arm

members 6 being bent outwardly as at 12

are provided with the connecting bar 13 at
this point which is adapted to be received
shiftably within the locking excisions 9.

Positioned at a suitable distance above the
position of the seat is provided the connect-
ing back brace 14 consisting of strips 15 and
16 substantially perpendicular one to the
other; the strip 15 acting as a back for the
seat while the strip 16 performs the funec-
tion of a second step to the ladder. TPo-
sitioned at a convenient distance above said
step and connecting substantially the upper
ends of the back members 17 is the brace 17
tor strengthening the back member and
atfording additional assistance to the user
of the step ladder, the latter being shown in
Fig. 2. -

With the invention positioned as shown
in Fig. 1 for use as a step ladder, the seat 3
being adapted for the first step thereof, it
assuming a level position the second step

16 1s accurately positioned in proper spaced

relation and in a plane parallel thereto, with
the members securely locked in this position
by the reception of the bar 13 securely seated
at the upper extremities of the slots 10 in
the seat supports 4. The showing thereof
noted m Fig. 2 clearly presents without fur-
ther explanation such operation together
with the assistance afforded by the brace
bar 17.

With the use of the device as a chair, as
shown 1n Fig. 3, said latter position is read-
1ly assumed. by liftihg the device while
grasping the bar 17, the parts automatically
shifting to position the rod 13 to its seat at
the end of the slot 11 of the supporting
members 4. This accomplishes a slight tilt-

seat supports, said members 6 terminating in | ing rearwardly of the back member together
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folded as shown 1n Fig.

935,306

with the Support lo while the seat membel | provided with slots, and a connectmﬂ* rod

5 assumes a hﬂhtly slanting position, such ;
relative axranoement being adapted for the
comfortable use of the chair.

When not in use, the device 1s readily
4, the seat being re-
moved from between the arms G, 6 and P1V-
oted downwardly for the engagement of the
lower connecting rod 18 of the back member
with the said slots 11, 11; the arm members
then closely fitting over and substantially
inclosing the seat, the lower round 19 of the
arms contacting the seat.

Both the seat and the back members may

be suitably protected by the coverings 20
as shown and the bracing of the supportmo
members in either position of the device for
the perfect use of the same as arranged will
be apparent.

Although the forms of my 1nvention here-
in set forth and described are what are be-
lieved to be preferable embodiments thereof,
1t 18 to be understood that the right 1s re-
served to change and alter the same as re-
spects slze, form and minor details of con-
struction as shall fall within the spirit and
scope of the appended claims.

Having thus fully described my invention
and the manner in which the same 1s de-
signed for use, what I claim as new and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent 1s:

1. An article of furniture comprising a
back member comprising opposite parallel
strips, connecting strips positioned there-
between in perpendicular relation to each
other, seat supporting members pivoted be-
tween sald back members, arm members p1v-
oted at opposite points to the outside of said
back members, said seat supporting mem-
bers provided with slots, and a connecting
rod positioned between said arm members
and adapted to engage 1n said slots.

9. An article of turmture comprising a

back member comprising opposite parallel

strips, connecting strips positioned there-
between 1n perpendlcular relation to each
other, seat supporting members pivoted be-
tween said back members, arm members piv-
oted at opposite points to the outside of said
back meml};

ers, sald seat supporting members |

~ posltwned between Sf:lld arm members and

adapted to engage in one of said slots in
cach member for locking the members either
as a chair or ladder.

5. A device of the class described compris-
e oppositely arranged back members, seat
supports pivoted therebetween and arm
members pivoted to the outer faces thereof,
rods connecting said arm members, locking
means between said seat supports and one
of said rods, strips arranged perpendicular
to each other and posﬂaloncd between said
back members, said members being adjust-
able to position one of said strips either in or
out of parallel relation with the seat.

1. A device of the class described com-

prising oppoﬂtely arranged back members,

seat. supports pivoted therebetween and arth
members pivoted to the outer faces thereof,
rods connecting said arm members, 1061{1ng
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means between said seat supports and one of

sald rods, strips arranged perpendicular to

each other and positioned between said back -

members, said members being adjustable to
position one of said strips either in or out of
parallel relation with the seat, and either of
said relative positions retained by said lock-
11'10 means. -

5. A device of the class described com-
prising oppositely arranged back members,
seat supports pivoted ‘[11@1'(,between and arm
members pivoted to the outer faces thereot,
rods connecting said arm members, locho
means between said seat supports and one of
sald rods, strips arranged perpendicular to
each other and 1:)0511}1011@d between said back
members, said members being adjustable .to
position one of said strips elther in or out of
parallel relation with the seat, either of said
relative positions retained by sald locking
means, and said members capable of inter-
eng ftoement in folded relations.

In testimony whereof 1 afiix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

OSCAR 5. JENNINGS.

Withesses:
Joste M. QuUILL,
EpNa STEBBINS.
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