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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that we, Franx C. Ruru-
poTTOM and Roy B. Bavyxer, citizens of the
United States, residing at Union City, in the
county of Branch, State of Michigan, have
invented a new and useful Stretcher, of
which the following is a specification.

This 1nvention relates to stretchers and
1s more especlally designea for use by un-
dertakers while handling corpses, although
16 15 also useful for carryine sick or injured
Persons.

The object of the 1nvention is to provide
a light but durable device of this character
which can be quickly folded into a compact
bundle and which, when extended for use,
will hold a body 1n such a manner as to
prevent 1t from slipping out of place.

Another object 1s to provide a device of
this character utilizing flexible body - sup-
porting members which are detachably con-
nected to one side of the stretcher and which
can be readily slid from under a body after
the removable side of the stretcher has been
detached.

A still further object is to provide means
for holding the head of the body against
lateral displacement.

With these and other objects in view the
mvention consists in certain novel details
of censtruction and combinations of parts
heremafter more fully described and pointed
out i the claims. |

In the accompanying drawings the

pre-

tferred form of the invention has been shown.

In said drawings:—Figure 1 is a plan
view of a stretcher embodying the present
improvements, the same being shown set up
for use. Iig. 2 is a section on line A—B
Fig. 1. I'ig. 3 is a detail view of the de-
tachable side member of the stretcher. Fig.
4 1s a plan view of the other member of the
stretcher and the resilient strip folded there-
onto.

Referring to the figures by characters of
reference 1 and 2 designate the side strips or
handle members of the stretcher, said mem-
ber 2 being provided at its ends with pivot-
ally mounted flexible supporting straps 3
ancd 4 respectively, preferably formed of
thin strips of steel or other suitable metal,
the free ends of the straps being formed
with longitudinal slots 5. The strap 38 has

a band 6 extending around the middle por-

tion thereof and serving to hold in place
two bow-shaped holding strips 7, formed of

spring metal and the fr-ee.ends-of which are
normally spaced from the straps 8. Sleeves
o are slidably mounted upon the strips 7

and the straps 3, these sleeves being ar- gg

ranged at opposite sides of the band 6 and
being designed, when slid toward the ends
of the strips 7, to flatten said strips 7 against
the straps 3. The parts have been indicated

in this position by dotted lines in Iig. 2. 65

Another intermediate strap 9 is pivotally
connected to the handle member 2 at a point
adjacent the middle thereof, this strap being
of the same length as the straps 8 and 4 and

being likewise provided with a slot 5 within 70

1ts free end portion.

Pivotally connected to the member 2 adja-
cent the pivots of the straps 8 and 9 are
bracing straps 10 having longitudinal slots

11 1n the free end portions thereof, these 75

straps being longer than the straps 3, 4 and
9, and being designed, when the stretcher is
set up, to cross as indicated in Fig. 1.

Ythe handle member 1 has buttons 12 piv-

otally mounted thereon, these buttons being 80

so located that when the straps 8, 4 and 9
are extended at right angles from the mem-
ber 2 and the straps 10 are crossed in the
manner hereinbefore described, the said but-

tons can be i1nserted into the slots 5 and 11 85

and, when turned into position there-across,
will securely lock the straps upon the mem-
per 1. The crossed bracing straps 10 will of

course prevent the members 1 and 2 from

moving toward each other when the parts 90

are thus assembled.

should it be desired to place a body upon
the stretcher the flexible straps 8, 4, 9 and
10 are 1nserted under the body and are then

attached to the handle member 1. The head 95

of the body is placed within the holding
strips 7 and the body can then be conveyed
from place to place with little danger of
shppimng out of proper position upon the
stretcher. j

that the body will settle within the stretcher
between the crossed straps 10 and the straps

3 and 9.
Lo remove the stretcher from the body

atter said body has been placed upon a cool- 105

ing table or the hike, it is merely necessary to
detach the member 1 from the straps and to
then withdraw the straps from under the
body. The stretcher can also be utilized in

placing dressed bodies in caskets without in 110
anywise disturbing the arrangement of the

garments.

This is due especially to the fact 100



~ body to the stretcher, but this construction 1s
so obvious that an illustration thereof 1s not
<leemed necessary. ' -

~ gition upon the member 2.and'the holding-

lattened out by means of the sleeves
8, as shown by dotted lines 1n Kig. 2. The.
entire..device will thus .occupy a.very small
‘space -and can - therefore  be. conveniently
stored : within a wagon, ambulance or the

10

15

90

strips 7

Should it be deemed desirable straps may.

be utilized for the purpose of fastening a

When the stretcher 1s not 1n use ,.the
straps 3, 4, 9 and 10 can be swung 1nto po-

Iike.

Tt .is of course. to be understood that vari-.
ous..changes may be made. 1n the construc-
tion and arrangement.of the parts without.
departing from the spirit or sacrificing the
advantages of the invention. |

What 1s. claimed 18:— -
1. A stretcher comprising -handle mem-
bers, flexible body-supporting . strips pivot-

-__all.jf.c_olmecte,cl to.one of the membersﬁﬂe:_zible, ._
bracing and body - supporting -strips pivot-

ally. connected. to said member:and disposed
to cross, and separate means upon the. other

~ member; for. detachably engaging the sup-

30

39

40

portine and bracing strips to hold the mem-

bers substantially infixed relation. |
9, A stretcher, comprising - handle - mem-

bers, resilient body-supporting straps pivot-

ally connected to one of the members, means
upon the..other, member  for. detachably en-

oaging said straps.-to hold the members sub-

stantially in fixed relation to.each other, re-.
silient head centering means upon.one of the

straps, and means slidably. mounted upon

said strap and centering: means for flatten-

ing said centering means upon. the strap..

3. A stretcher. comprising handle. mem-
bers, flexible blade supporting strips mov- |
ably connected to one of the members, sepa- |
rate crossed flexible. bracing and supporting | .

- _ N o 935,058

strips movably connected to sald member,
means upon the other member for detach-
ably engaging the supporting and bracing
strips. . |

4. A stretcher comprising handle mem-
bers, flexible body supporting strips mov-
ably connected to one of the members and

having slotted end portions, flexible crossed

bracing and body-supporting strips movably

connected to said member and having slotted .

45

20

terminal portions, separate means upon the

other member for engaging the slotted por-

each other. | |

xed relation to-

55
tions of the respective _stri:p_s to hold said-
members substantially 1n 1

5. A stretcher comprising handle mem-:

bers, flexible body-supporting. strips- mov-

A

ably connected .to one of the members and
having slotted end portions, separate flexible

crossed bracing and body-supporting strips

movably connected to said member and hav--

ing slotted terminal portions, separate means
upon the. other member. for: engaging the

50 -

65

slotted portions of the respective strips to .

1

Jation to each other; and flexible head-cen-
tering means. upon one - of;the supporting.

straps.

hold said members substantially in fixed re--

70

6. A stretcher comprising a supporting -

structure including a strap, a bow-shaped

head-centering. device upon said strap, and

sleeves slidably mounted upon. and extend-

75

ing around said strap and device tor holding.

said device flat upon the strap.

In testimony.that we claim. the foregoing

as our own, we have hereto affixed our sig-

natures in the presence of two. witnesses.

FRANK C. RHEUBOTTOM.
ROY: B. RAYNER.
Witnesses: -

Jas. B. MELODYQ}
J .. S. NESBI?I_L‘T; |
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