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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Rayaoxp B. GiL-
CHRIST, a resident of New arls, in the county
of Iusse\ and State of New Jersey, have m-

-vented certain new and useful Impl ovements

in Bottle-Cappers, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description.

~ The invention relates to devices for com-
pressing corks and pressing capsules around
bottles, “and designs to provide a device Tor
this purpose, which is simple in construction
and adjustable so capsules can be tlpphed

1o bottles of different sizes.
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| 14 of an elastic bucshmo' or slewe for

The invention consists in the novel fea-

tures of construction hereinafter set forth
and more particularly deﬁned by clmms at

the conclusion hereof.
In the drawings: Ifigure 1 1S a slde eleva-

tion of a device embodwnﬂ‘ the invention.

Fig. 2 1s a plan. Fig. 3 1s an elevatlon,
palts being shown 1 section.

The device comprises a pair of jaws or
members A and I, the latter of which may
be secured to a base-board C by screws 10
and 11. One end of jaw B is pr mrlded with
pivot-lugs O between which fit pivot-lugs
« formed at one end of jaw A and a cross-
bolt 12 extending through lugs: a and O of
the Jaws, pn*otally connects the jJaws.

The jaws are adapted to compress corks
of different sizes and for this. purpose, a
series of oppositely disposed seats ¢” and 0’
1s formed in the jaws A and I3 respectively.
The seats are of different sizes and there-
fore corks of different sizes can be com-
pressed therem, when the device 1s oper-
ated. Hach ]‘Lw 1s also formed with a re-
cess or pocket 13, adapted to retain a section
Press-
ing a capsule ar ound a bottle-neck.  The
sections are provided with interfitting V-
shaped ribs and grooves 15 to form a com-
plete elastic inclosure or die when the jaws
agre operated, as common 1 the art. Ind

hold the bushmﬂ-sectlons against end-play.
The hole for serew 10 extends centrally
through the bottom of the wall surround-

- 1ing pocket 18 in jaw B. The screw can be

o0

d1 1ven through said hole when the bushing-

- section is removed from j jaw B, 1t being un-

090

der stood that the bushing 1s self 1*et11ned an

the jaw. The hole for screw 11 is formed
in a web 16 which is adapted to rest on the

support, and extends between pivot- Jugs b
of jaw B. 'This construction avoids th_e use

langes 18, 1ntefr1*ally formed with the jaws,

of projecting lugs for the sclews, and pro-

vides a very compact construction.
The operating mechanism whereby the

jaws can be forced together to compress
corks or apply a cap%ule comprises a lever

D provided with a handle 4 at its free end,
and pivotally connected to movable jaw A
by a pivot-bolt 20 extending through the
lever and lugs &° plo]ectnw from and inte-
orally formed with jaw A, and between
which the lever fits and 1s held. The. p1v-
oted end of the lever is bifurcated as at 21
and a fulecrum-link E, held in said end, is
pivotally connected to ‘the lever by a remov-
able screw or pin 22. The lower end of said
link 1s bifurcated to straddle a lug 3 pro-

jecting from jaw B to which smd link 18

pivotally connected by a screw or pin 24.
Fulerum-pin 22 1s 1*@1110»*511)1@ so 1t can be

rassed through either of a series of holes ¢
formed in the link to adjust the connection

between the link and lever The downward
movement of the lever-is limited by jaw A

50 as to effectively avoid b]: eakage of a bottle

by excessive pressure. By ad] ustment of the
link-connection, the relative position of the
jaws when the lever reaches the Iimit of its

movunent can be varied and thus the elas-.

tic bushmo‘ can be used to apply capsules to

bottles of d1fferent sizes without danger of

breakage. If urthelmo:te when 1t 18 desned
to h.;wg the jaws remain in separated posi-
tion, the lever can be swung into position
shown in dotted Iines, If1g. 3, when the rela-
tive arrangement of the lever its fulerum
and Iink W}ll be sueh that the wewht of the

lever will tend to hold the jaws separated.

The particular construction of operating
mechanism 1s simple and the device m iis
entirety can be manufactured at a low cost.
By removal of pin 22, the jaws can be sep-
arated so the bushing-sections can be removed
to afford access to the screw-hole 1n the
bushing-pocket ot the lower jaw, so the de-
vice can be removed from, or secured to, a
suitable support. ‘

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new and desire to secure by Liet-
ters Patent, is:

1. Tn a device for . capping bottles the

“combination of a pair of pivotally connect-

ed jaws each having a pocket theremn, an

elastic bushing or die held- in satd pocket |
and an 0pemt1ve connection between the

Jaws, comprising a lever pivotally connected
| to"the upper jaw and a link pivoted ic the
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lower jaw and to the lever and having a ! seats for compressing the corks and with

plurality of holes therein adjacent the pivot
between the link and the lever through
which the pivot connecting the lever” and

link may be extended, said holes being rela-

tively off set with respect to the length of the

link, and in close proximity so that the piv-

otal connection may be adjusted to vary the
throw of the upper jaw. .

2. In a device for capping bottles and
compressing corks the combination of a pair

 of pivotally connected jaws, an elastic bush-

ing or die, said jaws being provided with

pockets in which the bushing-sections are 15

respectively held, one of said jaws being pro-
vided with a hole opening into the bushing-
pocket so that a screw for attaching the jaw
to a support can be extended therethrough
to secure the jaw, and operating mechanism 20
comprising a hand-lever, | |

"RAYMOND B. GILCHRIST.
Witnesses:
AvvyrEDp CLARKE,
Mae OsBorN.
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