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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Paur. A. GerriNg, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ke-
nosha, county of Kenosha, and State of Wis-
consin, have invented certain new and use-
tul Improvements in Tongue-Hounds, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to the tongue-hounds
of wagons, that is, to the device for securing
the tongue to the wagon hounds.

The object of my invention is to provide
an 1mproved adjustable device of the class
mentioned by means of which the tongue
may be secured to the hounds of any wagon
no matter what the angle of the wagon
hounds may be or the distance between them.

A further and particular object of my 1

1n-
vention 1s to provide a device of the class
mentioned which may be readily and quickly
acdjusted.

Other objects will appear hereinafter.

My invention will be more readily under-
stood by reference to the accompanying
drawings forming a part of this specification
and 1m which,

Figure 1 is a bottom plan view of a device
embodying my invention in its preferred
form, IF1g. 2 1s a side elevation thereof, Fig.

3 1s a vertical longitudinal section on the
line z—ax of Fig. 1, Fig. 4 is a detail hori-

zontal section on substantially the line z—=z
of If1g. 3, and illustrated upon an enlarged
scale, and I'ig. 5 is a detail sectional view on
the line y—y of Fig. 4. |

Referring now to the drawings, 1 indi-
cates the tongue socket which is adapted to
receive the butt end of the tongue, not

snown. The tongue socket comprises a chan-

nel member consisting of a horizontal top
plate or web 2 and the depending flanges 3.
The flanges 3 are parallel, or preferably so,
substantially throughout the extent of the
portion which receives the tongue butt and
then converge rearwardly as at 4, terminat-
g 1n the parallel end portions 5 which are
considerably closer together than the por-
tions 3. |

Secured to the flanges 8 and extending
outwardly therefrom are a pair of brackets,
0, each preferably comprising a plate 7 fixed
to the respective flange and a pair of hori-
zontal ears or lugs 8. KExtending through
the ears 8 1s a bolt 9 upon which is pivotally
mounted a link 10. To the outer end of each
link 10 is secured a tongue hound 11, the

oppositely threaded

| links and their respective hounds being piv-

otally connected by means of bolts 12.” The
links 10 and hounds 11 are each formed of a
channel member, the former comprising an
outer vertical web 13 and horizontal flanges
14 and the latter comprising an outer verti-
cal web 15 and horizontal flanges 16. The
bolts 9, by which the links are pivotally con-
nected to the brackets 6 pass through the
ears 8 and the flanges 14, the inner corners
of the latter being rounded as at 17 to avoid
iterfering with the plate 7, thereby allow-
ing free movement of the links. The adja-
cent ends of the flanges 14 and 16 are formed
with the longitudinal extensions or ears 18
and 19 respectively which are perforated to
recelve the bolt 12, and are well rounded as
1lustrated in Fig. 1. The channels forming

the tongue hounds 11 are preferably deeper

than the channels 10 in order that the ears
19 may extend ireely above and below the

ears 18. See Ifig. 2.
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Pivotally mounted upon the bolts 12 is a

pair of inwardly extending sleeves 20 having

threaded bores 21. The sleeves 20 are con-
nected by a rod 22 the ends of which are
into the respective
sleeves. It 1s obvious that by turning the
rod 22 the sleeves, and hence the forward
ends of the hounds, will be moved toward
or from each other. The rod 22 passes
through the depending flanges 4 and the
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abutment members 23 formed on or secured |

to the inner faces thereof. Arranged be-
tween the members 23 and on the rod 22 is
a member 24 by means of which said rod
may be readily turned. This preferably
comprises a squared member or nut slidably
mounted on the rod and provided with a
transverse key-way 25 to receive a lug or
feather 26 on the rod 22. The member 24
abuts one of the members 23, and between

the same and the other member 23 is inter-

posed a nut 27 threaded upon the rod 22,

the member 24 and the nut 27 fitting snuely
By turning the

between the members 28.
member 24 the distance between the forward
ends of the hounds 11 may be adjusted and
by turning the nut 27 the relative positions of
the hounds with relation to the tongue socket

may be adjusted.
Extending vertically through the flanges

16 near the rear ends of the tongue hounds

are bolts 28 upon which are pivotally
mounted 1nwardly extending sleeves 29,
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similar to the sleeves 20. These are con--
nected by a rod 30 having: its ends- oppo--
sitely

threaded into the respective sleeves

“and equipped with members or nuts 31, 32

19

20

29

30

which are similar in all respects to the nuts |*
should be noted -
hat on account of the narrowness- of the:

o4 and 27 respectively. 1t

member 1 at the rear end the abutiment mem-

bers 23 may be omitted, however, washers 38

may be interposed between the nuts and the
flanges 5 if desired. .

1t will be noted that as the pivots 9 are
fxed the rods 22 and 30 will move forwardly
or rearwardly as the device 15 adjusted. To
permit of such movement the flanges 4 and 5
and the members 23 are provided with longi-
tudinal slots 84. 35 indicates apertures to
receive the main bolt by means-of which the
device is secured to the wagon -hound..

Having described my invention, what 1
claim as new and desire to secure by lLetters
Patent, 15—

1. In a device of the class described, the
tongue socket 1n combination with the
toneue hounds, hinged links connecting sald
socket and said hounds, means for adjusting
the forward ends of said hounds toward ov
from each other and means for similarly ad-
usting the rear ends of said hounds, and
means for adjusting said hounds unsym-
metrically with relation to said socket, sub-
stantially as described.. o

9. In a device of the class described, the
tongue socket 1n combination with the
tongue hounds, hinged links connecting said
hounds and said
connected to said hounds, threaded rods-1n-
terposed between said sieeves upon oppostte
hounds and threaded thereinto,

dw

40 turning said rods to acljust said hounds: to-

tongue socket

socket; sleeves pivotally

means tor

034,518

ward and from each other and means on

said.rods for.adjusting said hounds unsym-
metrically with relation-to sawd socket, sub-

stantially as described. :
3 Inia device of the class described, the
and the tongue hounds In

combination with hinged links connecting

«aid hounds and socket; sleeves pivotally

wonnected ‘to said hounds, threaded rods 1n-

terposed between said sleeves upon opposite
hounds and threaded therein, a threaded nut

and a splined nut- on:each of ‘said- rods-and
operating against-each others; and abutment

members- on: said : tongue: socket: operating

“against the outer faces of said nuts, substan-

tially- as deseribed. .

4. In'a-device-of the class described; the
tongue- socket and -the tongue hounds  1n
combination with hinged:links connecting
said hounds and ‘said:socket, sleeves ‘p1vot-
ally ‘connected ‘to said hounds, threaded rods
interposed ‘between sald sleeves upol: Oppo-
site hounds: and threaded thereinto,  a
feather ' on each: of -said srods, a: member
slidably- mounted on said rods and having
2 key-way to- receive said. feather, a nut
threaded on said rods, said:nut:and sald
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member bearine - against each: other, and

butment - members -on:. said . tongue - secket
bearing against the outer faces of said mem-

ber and said nut-respectively, substantially
as described. o o -
In testimeny -whereof 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses. | -

PAUL A. GEHRING.

Witnesses: - .

' J.  C. PIicxer;
A: J. TSCHANK:
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