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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Crarres A. LOOCKER-
MAN, citizen of the United States, residing
at Crisfield, 1n the county of Somerset and
State of Maryland, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements 1n Shipping-
Boxes, of which the following 1s a specifica-
t1omn.

This invention comprehends certain new
and useful improvements in shipping boxes
and relates particularly to an improved con-
struction of shipping box designed for the
transportation of soft-crabs.

In shipping soft-crabs, 1t has heretofore
been the practice of the shipper to pack the
crabs in sea-grass, and to place 1ce within
the box in direct contact with the crabs.
This practice has resulted 1n killing the crabs
before they reach their destination, and 1t 1s
obvious that if the crabs are shippned to more
or less remote polnts, re-1cing 1s necessary,
which,
practically necessitates repacking of the
crabs and access to the compartment In
which they are contained, so that the dealer
or one who receives the case or box 1s by no
means certain that 1t is an “ original ” pack-
age In the same condition as it was OrigQl-
nally. In order to overcome these defects
and to provide means whereby the ice will
be kept entlrely separate from the crabs in
transit and to also provide means whereby
the box or case may be reiced without de—
stroying the seal of the case, or otherwise
aifecting the integrity of the contents, and
in fact, Without permitting any access to the
crabs thﬂmselves in the reicing operation, 1s
the aim of my 1nvention, Whlch consists 1n a,
stmple, durable and eil ficient construction of
shipping box for soft crabs that may be
cheaply -manufactured and effectively used
for the desired purposes just named.

The 1nvention also consists in certain con-
structions and arrangements of the parts
that -1 shall heremafter fully describe and
then point out the novel features thereof in
the appended claim.

For a full understanding of the invention,
reference 1s to be had to “he following de-
scription and accompanying 'dmwings, 1n
which :

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my 1m-
proved soft crab shipping box, the slide in
the hinged lid of the box bemo shown 1n a
p%rtm]ly open position; Hig. 3 is a trans-
verse sectional view of my 1mproved box ;

under the conditions just named,

Fig. 3 1s a longitudinal sectional view there-

of; and Fig. 4 1s a horizontal section.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated
1n all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

My improved box 1 may be of any desired
shape, although 1t 1s preferably rectangular,
as shown, and it may be composed of wood
suitably braced at its corners to withstand
hard usage and of any desired length, width
and height. In the bottom of the box 1 I
secure 4 recta..ngular and preferably oblong
and longitudimally disposed casing 2 which
projects upwardly as shown and which 1s
adesigned to receive and hold the can or tank
5 for the refrigerant. The sald can 1s
formed in its bottom with a plumhty of orl-
fices 4 registering with apertures 5 in the
bottom of the box as best seen 1n Kig. 3, so
as to promde suitable dram 0pemnﬂs Tor the
melted 1ce,
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Relatively short corner posts 6 are secured

in the interior of the box as shown and to-
oether with the casing 2 form supports for
holding the lowermost of a series of super-
posed trays 7, which may be of any desired
number, according to the requirements of
the case, or as ]11d0ment may dictate, pro-
_Jortmnate to the height of the box 1. In
the present instance, T have shown two of
these trays, one above the other so as to pro-
vide three compartments within the box,
sald compartments being designated A, B
and C, respectively. Each of the trays 7 is
plefembly formed with 10n0‘1t11d111‘111}7 exX-

| tending slots 8 formed in 1ts bottom so as

to promde circulating air spaces from one
tray to the next. Each of the trays 1s also
tormed with an outer or marginal upstand-
ing rim 9 to which handles 10 are secured to
pmwde for the ready insertion and removal
of the trays and each tray 1s further formed

with an 1nner rim 11 secured to the bottom

of the tray and projecting upwardly there-
trom and designed to ship over and around
the 1ce tank
The 1mner and outer rims 11 and 9 of one
tray serve as supports for the tray
above. Preferably each of the inner rims is

formed with a series of orifices 12 so that

the cold air may have better access to and
effect upon the crabs contained in the re-
spective compartments. As best seen in
I'ig, 4, 1t 18 to be particularly noted that
each of the compartments entirely surrounds

3, as best illustrated 1 Fig. 3.
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box.

the 1ce tank 3 and the best r eflwe ating ef-
fect 1s thereby obtained. .
My 1mproved shipping box 1 is provided
with a hinged lid 13 designed to be secured
in closed 1305113101‘1 by means of a hasp and
staple 14 and a seal 15 which may be 1m-
pr ecssed with the name or trade-mark of the
shipper, as a guaranty of the contents of the
box. =
~In order that access may be had to the 1ce
tank 3 without breaking the seal or other-
wise rendering accessible the crabs wi hin
the several 0()1111)511‘(11’1&11‘[% the said Iid 13 1s
formed with a ]01101tud111..—1]1y extending
opening 16 commencing near one end thereot

and extending entir e]y therethrough to the

opposite end, as best seen 1n Ifig. 1 Longi-

‘tudinal cleats 17 are secured to the top sur-

face of the lid 13 with their opposing edge

overhanging the said opening 16 as best
illustrated in Fig. 2, and transverse cleats 18
are secured to the ends of the Iid, as shown.
A sliding closure 19 1s prowded for the
opening 16 leading to the ice tank, and said
closure is mounted to slide underneath the
longitudinal cleats
neath one of the end cleats 18, the said cleats
thereby constituting the means for holding
the closure 19 pr 013611},7 1n place, while at the
same time the longitudinal cleats serve to
produce an air excluding seal or joint along
the side edges of the opening 16.  The closure

19 may be held in closed 1’)051’[1011 n any de-

ired way. In the present mstance 1 have
shown the closure as provided with an eye
20 arranged for engagement with a hook 21
pwotally attached to the Iid 13. '

19* designates a transversely extending
cleat which is secured to one enc of tlle
closure 19 and to the lower face thereof as
llustrated in Figs. 2 and 8, the said cleat
192 serving the purpose ot ]Hmtmo the out-
wardly Shdlllﬁ moverment oi the closure by
abutting ag ainst one end of the tank 3 By

this means a very cheap anc officient con-

struction of closure is formed for the hid 13

and one which may be easily opened so that
the tank 3 may be supplied with ice with-
out permitting any access to be had to the
crabs contained in the compartments of the

From the foregeing description in connec-

tion with the accompanying drawings, 1t

will be seen that I have provided a very
simple, durable and eflicient construction of
shipping box or case particularly designed
for soft crabs which may be sealed bV the

shipper after the box has been packed and
which may be reiced in transit without per-

mitting any access to be had to the com-
partments of the box without destroying the

7 and outwardly under-

934,327

%hlppu s seal, thereby INSUring that the con-
tents of the box will reach the assignee as
an original package. Furthermore, 1't 18 Ob-

vious that the bo*{ 1itself, even after reach-
ing its destination may be used as a refrig-
erator for thé crabs, the 1id being locked by
a padlock, the key 'of which is 1n the cus-
tody of the chef so that he alone may remove
the cmbs from time to time, as orders are
received therefor, the 13111101111110 of the crabs
by his assistants. being thereby prevented,

and that without the 1'1@06%511,5! of stowing

the box in the refrigerator oi‘ the hotel or
restaurant W’thh owing to its size would be
manitestly inconvenient.

Having thus described the 111\f611l1011, What

1S cl‘umed a8 NEwW 1S:

A shipping box compy 1%111 a body por uon

having therein a central ice tfmk and a series
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of Lm}fs, surrounding the ice tank on all -

sides and held from inward movement there-
by, a hinged lid secured to the body por-
tion and formed with an opening extending

longitudinally therethrough commencing at

one end thereof and termllmtnw 1n - the
other end, a transverse cleat secur ed to the

upper side of the lid and extending across.

the opening at the end of the hd longi-
tudinally extending cleats secured to ‘the up-

o5

90 |

per side of the lid and extending from one -

end to the other of the box and overhanﬂ'mo
the side walls of said opening and also over-
hanging the walls of the ice tank, said
cleats projecting above the upper face of the
lid, a
the cleats at one end of said. longitudinal
opening 1n the hd, a closure mounted to

-slide in said 10110'1Lud111ﬂl opening with its

sicle edges e‘{tendlnﬂ underneath the 101101-

tudinal CIE‘IES the closure passing out 11 the
opening movement beneath the transverse

cleat, a transversely extending cleat secured
to the under side of the closme at the inner
end thereof and engaging the ice tank to
limit the ocutward movement of the closure
so that 1t shall not Uncover the end travs
of the box upon its opening movement, a
fastening device for the closure secured to
the closure and to the s stationary end por-

whereby the fastening device will be pro

jected by the upward projection of the cloatb_ -
- 115

ngainst accidental disengagement. .
“Tn testimony whereof T affix my swnatur
n presence of two witnesses. |

CHARLES A. TOOCKERM AN

Witnesses: |
J. OsBorN NELSON,
GorpoN T. ATRINSON.

1xed piece bridging the space between
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tion of the lid bridging the space between
the longitudinal cleat before referred to,_
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