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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

LUIGI VIEZZI, OF JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY.

" MATL-BOX AND LETTER-CARRIER’S POUCH.

934,245,

Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Sept. 14, 1909.
Appleation filed May 12, 1909. Serial No. 495,441, '

To all whom 1t may concern:

~ Be it known that L, Lorer Viezzi, a sub- |
ject of the King of Italy, and a resident of |
Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and

State of New Jerfsey, have invented a new
and Improved Mail-Box and Letter-Car-
rier’s Pouch, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact description. '

The. object of the invention is to provide
a new and improved mail box and letter car-
rier's pouch, arranged to operate in conjunc-

tion with each other with a view to nll the

pouch with the accumulated mail in the let-
ter box, and to clese and lock both the mail
box and pouch in such a manner that the let-
ter earrier does not touch the mail to be col-
lected and has no access to the same, thus
preventing pilfering of the mail by unfaith-
ful collectors of mail. S

For the purpose mentioned the letter box

and the pouch are adapted to be connected
with each other at their closed bottoms,

whieh latter ‘@fe’ then capable of opening

‘intp the pouch, to allow the contents of the
Jetter box to drop into the pouch, the latter

_on being disconnected from the mail box

e

30

- forming a part of this specification, in which |

causing arautomatic closing and locking of
the bottoms: of the mail box and pouch..

A practical embodiment of the invention

is represented in the accompanying drawings

similar characters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the views. -

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of the im-
provement, showing the pouch attached to
the mail box for transferring the accumu-
Iated mail in the letter box to the letter car-
rier’s pouch ; Iigs. 2 and 3 are cross sections

of the mail box and pouch disconnected; |

[ig. 4 is a like view of the same connected
will each other:; Fig. 5 1s an inverted plan
view of the mail box, parts being 1n section;
Fig. 6 is an inverted plan view of the letter

carrier’s pouch, parts being in section; Fig.
7 is a sectional plan view of the connected

mail box and pouch, on the line 7—7 of Fig.
4: Fig. 8 is a sectional side elevation of the
letter carrier’s pouch, on the line 8—8 of
Fig. 6; I'ig. 9 is a sectional side elevation of

the mail box, on the line 9—9 of Fig. 2; Iig. |

10 is a cross section of the improvement, and E® to the head C’, and the bottom sec-

pegsition for the contents of the mail box to
55 drep into the pouch; and Fig. 11 is » rec- | D, D

.’
|

|

tional side elévation of the mail 1'30};:,.011 the
line 11—11 of F1g. 2. o
The mail or letter box A is attached to a

post B or other suitable support, and the

bottom of the mail box A is adapted {g be
connected with the bottom of a letter car-

'rie_r’s pouch C, of leather, canvas or other
suitable material, to allow of transferring

the accumulated mail matter of the mail box
A into the pouch. C, without the letter -car

rier in charge of the pouch C being able to

80

65

touch or otherwise have access to the trans-

ferred mail.
- The bottom of the mail box A is formed

of two sections D and D’, connected . by
hinges E and B’ with the front and rear

70

of the mzil box A at the lower end thereof,

so as to allow the bottom sections D, D’ to

swing downward into an inclined open posi-~
75

tion (see Fig. 10), or up into a horizontal

closed position, as shown in Figs. 2 and 4.

The bottom sections D and D’ are provided
at the sides with upwardly-extending flanges

‘D2, D%, overlapping one the other, and

adapted to pass into a compartment A" sur-

rounding the lower portion of the mail box

A, and forming a part thereof, as will be

‘readily understood by reference to the draw-

ngs. "The flange D? is the 1nnermost of the
two flanges at each side of the mail box A,

‘and the lower edge of each flange D? rests

on the inner face of the opposite bottom
section D’, as plainly indicated in Figs. 9

and 10, so that when the sections D.and D’

are in a closed position, and the section~ D’

is likewise held locked in a closed position.

80

85

90
is locked in place, then the other section D -

The bottom section D is adapted to be en-

onged near its sides by spring catches F and

I/, secured to the mail box A at the sides

96

thereof, so as to normally hold the sections

D and D’ of the bottom of the mail box A

in a closed positien for the accumulation of

the mail during certain hours of the day or
night. |

The pouch C is provided at its bettom
with a head O’ of sheet metal or other suit-
able stiff material, and this end of the pouch
O is normally closed by a bottom formed of
the sections H, H’, connected by hinges K7

showing the mail box and pouch connected : tions H and H’ are provided at the sides
. with each other and their bottoms in open. | with overlapping flanges H?, H? similar to
the flanges D2, D?® on the bottom sections

The bottom section H 1s adapted 110

100

105
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catches Ir®, I similar to the spring catches
Fand K, and fastened-to the ner face of
the head C’, as indicated-in Iig. 8. Thus
by the arrangement described the bottom
sections H and H’ of the bottom of the
pouch C are normally closed. o
The upper end of the pouch C is pro-
vided with a closure Grrin the form of a
flap adapted to be fastened by straps G’ and
buckles (G* to the front of the pouch C, and
the upper end of the pouch C is also pro-

vided with the usual carrying strap G*, for

~conveniently supporting the pouch C from

15

the shoulder of the letter carrier.

Inside of the pouch C is arranged a par-

- titton in the form of a bag C? of leather or

20

30

40

other flexible material and secured at its
mouth C* to’the inner wall of the pouch C,
approximately midway between the bottom

‘and top of the pouch. Now by the arrange-

ment described the bag C? divides the pouch
C mto a top and bottom compartment, and
the bag C* can be pushed into either compart-
ment. Thus when the bottom seetions H and
H” are closed and the closure G is open, the

bag C? 1s pushed down into the lower com-

partment so as to allow of filling the pouch
with mail matter, to be delivered by the letter
carrier, who now follows hisroute in the usual
manner and delivers his letters from the
pouch. When the letter carrier reaches the
end of the route and has delivered his mail,

he closes the closure G and then reverses the

position of the pouch C, so that the bottom
sections H, H’ are on top, to allow of con-
necting the bottom sections H, H’ with the
bottom sections 1, D', for opening the bot-
tom of the mail box A and the bottom of
the pouch C, for transferring the contents
of the mail box into the pouch C. The
mail matter which drops into the pouch re-

verses the bag C° therein, so as to extend the

latter into a normal upper but now lower
compartinent, as mdicated 1n Fig. 4.

In order to connect the bottoin sections I
and H and the bottom sections DD’ and H’

with each other, to interlock and to form
hinges for swinging the bottom sections D,
1) downwardly and the bottom sections H,
H” upwardly, as shown in Fig. 10, the fol-
lowing arrangement is made:

On the under side of the bottom sections D

~and D', at the closing or free edges thereof,

are fixed the lengthwise-extending tubular

hinge members T and 1" (see FFigs. 2 and 5),

curved 1 spiral shape to veceive similarly

curved tubular hinge members 12, I*, formed

- or secured on the adj:cent or free edges of the

60

bottom sections H and H’. The members I2,
I*are adapted to be shipped endwise into the
members I, 1” from the right to the left, as
indicated by the arrow «’, shown in Fig. 5,
until the bottom sections I1 and H’ are di-

65 rectly opposite the bottom sections D and D,

& _ 084, 945

1o be engaged near the sides by spring | as shown in I'ig: 4. Now when the hing:

members I and I* and I’ .and I® are con-
nected with each other, they form hinges
which connect the free ends of the bottom
sections . and H and D', H’ with each

other, to allow the said sections to swing into -

the open position shown in Fig. 10, as soon
as the bottom sections are unlocked by the

catches If, I, F* and F3. For the purpose

mentioned, unlocking devices are provided,

arranged as follows: A rod J extends length-

wise on the under side of the bottom sec-
tion D’ in alinement with the catches F
and I, and one end of the rod J 1s con-
nected with a lever J’, pivoted on the bot-
tom section D', and engaging the inner
side of the spring catch I (see Figs. 5 and
7). The other end of the rod J terminates

in a loop J2, through which extends the free

end of the catech IV, A similar rod J* ex-
tends lengthwise on the outer face of the

-bottom section H, and one end of this rod J°*
terminates 1n a loop J*, through which ex-
tends the free end of the spring catch F? (see

Figs. 6, 7 and 8), and the other end of this
rod. J2 1s connected with a lever J° ful-
crumed on the bottom section H and engag-
ing the inner face of the free. end -of the

spring catch K2, The rod J, its lever J” and

1ts loop J* are inclosed in a casing K, form-
ing part of the under side of the bottom sec-
tion D', and a similar casing K’ incloses the

70

8

95

05

rod J°, its loop J* and lever J° The free

end of the lever J’ projects into the hinge
member 1” and into the path of the hinge
member 1%, and the free end of the lever J*
projects into the path of the hinge member 1,
so that when the hinge members I? and I°
are slipped ito position in the hinge mem-
bers [ and I’, as previously explained, then the

“hinge member I* finally engages the lever J’,

and swings the same outwardly, to pull the
rod J from the right to the left, and at the
same'time the other rod J2 is actuated by the

‘hinge member I coming in contact with the

free end of the lever J°, the rod J*, however,
being pushed.in an opposite direction from

that given to the rod J. Now when the rods
J and J® are actuated in the manner de-
scribed, the levers J” and J° swing the spring !

catches I and F?® out of engagement with

the bottom sections D’ and H, and the loops

J* and J* swing the spring catches IV and K*
out of engagement with the bottom sections

D and H’, to unlock the same. - When this |

IOQ'

105

116

120

takes pldce, the carrier, by a slight down. .
ward pull on the pouch C, causes the un-

locked bottom sections D, D’ to swing down-
ward mmto an open position, and the bottom
sections H and H’ to swing upward into an
open position, as shown in Fig. 10. When

this takes place, the mail matter contained.

in the mail box A drops down into the pouch
C, the mail matter sliding over the down-
wardly and mwardly inclined bottom sec-

125

130
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tions D and D', so that all the mail matter

contained in the mail box A readily passes
into the pouch C. o ,
In order to prevent disconnecting of the
hinge members I, I* and I, I, at the time
the bottom sections D, D’ and H, H’ swing
into open position, use is made of a pin I°
(see Fig. 5), arranged in the hinge section
1/, and adapted to be engaged by a bayonet
slot I°, formed in the forward end of the

hinge member I* (see Fig. 6). Thus when .

the iinge members 12, I* have been pushed in
engagement with the hinge members I, I’, as
before explained, the pin I* extends in the
rear end of the slot 1%, and when the bottom
sections D, D’, H, H’ now swing open, the
pin I* passes into the angular portion I° of
the bayonet slot I°, thus preventing the
hinge members 12, I* from being drawn out

of the hinge members I and I’ during the

time the bottom sections D, D’ and H, H’
are in the open position shown 1 Fig. 10.
After the mail has been transferred from
the mail box A to the pouch C, as above de-
scribed, the letter carrier lifts the mail pouch

 C, so that thebottom sections H, H', D, 1’

35

40

49

50

55

60

pealr-shaped and the front Tace
provided with an entrance opening A%, nor-

swing back into the closed position shown 1n
Fig. 4, and then the letter carrier pulls the
pouch C in the inverse direction of the arrow

@', to disengage the hinge members I°, I’
from the hinge members I, 17 When
this “takes place the unlocking device,

consisting of the rods J. J° and their levers
J’, 3% and loops J*, J*, ave released, and con-
sequently the spring catches ¥, F’, F*, I
retmim by their own resiliency to their nor-

mal locking positions, thus locking the bot.

tom sections D’ and H again in place and

with them the bottom sections D and H', as
" |'means on the said free ends to interlock the

previously explained. S
It is understood that when the bottom sec-
tions H, H' and D, D’ are swung back nto

closed positiens, the pin I* 1s returned to the.
; I

inner end of the slot I°, so that the pouch ©

can be removed from the mail box A, as pre-
. L oA .

viouslv explainad. - _ -
The top- A? of the mail box A is preferably
thereof 1s

mally closed by a Iid L, having a Tiandle L/
adapted to be taken hold of by the user, to
swing the lid L into open position, as shown
in g, 4, to allow of passing a letter or other
ail matter through the opening A® into the

interior of the mail box A. Within the mail

box A is arranged a chute N, extending
downwardly and rearwardly irom the en-
trance opening A®, so that the letter or other
mail matter slides down the chute N against

a stop L2, forming an inner continuation of

the 1id 1., said stop L? passing the free end
of the chute N at the time the hd Li1s swung
open, as indicated in Fig. 4. When the L L
drops into a closed position, the stop IA

£

Patent: -

chnte N, so that the mail matter held on the

chute is now free to drop into the interior of
{he mail box A, to accumulate theremn. The
lid L is provided with |
ots (3. attached to the inside of the head A%,

and the sides L® earry a counter weight P, to

normsaliy hold the 1id L in a closed position,
as shown 1n Fig. 2. | . |
Having thus deseribed my invention, 1

L

claim as new and desire to secure by lefters

F

1. A mail box and letter carrier’s pouch,

both having their bottoms forined of {wo
hinged sections meeting at their free ends,

means for locking the bottoms in closed po-
sitions, and means for connecting the fiee

‘E‘”lends of the bottom sections of the mail box
“with those of the pouch and unlocking one

the other. o |
9. A mail box and letter earrier’s pouch,
both having their bottoms formed of hinged

‘sections meeting at their free ends, and
means on the said free ends to interlock the
fvee ends of the hinged sections for the pouch

bottom with the free ends of the hinged sec-
tions for the box bottom, to swing the said
hinged bottom sectiong open. .

3. A mail box and letter carrier’s pouch,
both having their bottoms formed of hinged

sections meeting at their free ends, and.

means on the said free ends to interlock the

free ends of the hinged sections for the pouch

bottom with the free ends of the hinged: sec-

tions for the box bottom, to swing the said
‘Thinged bottom sections open m an outward

direction.

4. A mail box and letter carrier's pouch,

both having their bottoms formed of hinged

sections meeting at their free ends, and
free ends of the hinged sections for the pouch

tions for the box bottom, to swing the said

hinged bottom sections open 1n an outward

direction, the said-bottom sections haviig
flanges at the ends. |
5. A mail box and

the said bottoms for connecting the same
with each other, locking devices for nor-

@ .

ends 14 hung on piv- *

letter carrier’s pouch,.
‘both having hinged bottoms, and means on

70

76

80

00

95

100

105

bottom with the free ends of the hinged sec- -

110

115

mally locking the pivoted bottoms against

opening, and

unlocking devices on the said

hottoms, the unlocking device on the pouch

bottom serving to unlock the locking device

for the box bottom, ayd the unlocking device

on the box bottopsserving to unlock the lock-
ing device on the pauch bottom. -
6. A mail box and letter carrier’s pouch,

both having their bottoms formed of two

hinged sections meeting .at- their free ends,

means for connecting the bottom sections
of the box with the bottom sections of the

pouch, locking devices for locking the see-

tional bottoms against opening, and unlock-

120

125

65 passes a distance from the free end of the | ing deviees on =aid sectlonal bottoms, the 130



&

ing to unlock the locking device for the box
bottom and the unlocking device on the box

bottom serving to unlock the locking device
-on the pouch bottom. |

(. A mail box and letter carrier’s pouch,

) 130th having hinged bottoms, and provided

with interlocking and hinging means to

- swing the bottoms outward into open posi-

10

tion, to connect the interior of the mail box

~with the interior of the pouch, the hinged

15

20

29

30

35

40.

45

bottom ef the mail box ferming a chute for
directing the mail from the mail box into
the pouch. o | |

8. A mail box and letter carrier’s pouch,
both having hinged bottoms made in sec-

tions, capable of swinging outward, each

bottom section having flanges at the sides,
interlocking and hinging means at the ad-

jacent iree ends of the bottom sections for
hingedly connecting the opposite bottom see-

tions with each other, and Jockitig devices at -

the sides of the mail box and pouch for nox-

mally locking the boltom sections against
opening, the said interlocking meéans being

acdapted to engage and actuate the said lock-
ing devices to unlock the bottom sections.
9. A mail box and letter carrier’s pouch,
both having hinged bottoms made in see-
tions capable of swinging outward, the .op-
posite bottom sections having interlocking
means forming hinges, to swing the bottom
sections in unison into open or closed po-

sition.

10. A mail box and letter cariier’s pouch,

both having hinged bottoms made in secc-

tions capable of swinging outward, the op-
postte bottom sections having interlocking
Ineans torming hinges, to swing the bottom
sections in unison into open or closed posi-
tion, and flanges at-the sides of the bottom
sections to close the connection between the
mail box and
nection. ;

11.- A mail box and letter carrier’s pouCh, |

both having hinged bottoms made in sections

pouch at the sides of the con- |

34,245

unlocking device on the pouch bottom serv- | capable of Swingiing outward, the opposite

bottom sections naving interlocking means
forming hinges, to swing the bottom sections
m unison 1nto open or closed position, and

- overlapping flanges at the sides of the bot-

tom sections to close the connection between
the mail box and
connection. - -

12. A mail box and letter carrier’s pouch,

both having bottoms in hinged sections, each

- section being provided near the sides with

tlanges, and at the free end with a tubular

interlocking hinge member adapted to en-

gage the correspending mémber on the op-

posite bottom section, locking devices on the:

mall box and pouch- for normally locking
the bottoms m closed position, and unlock-
g devices on the said bottoms for engaging
and actuating the said locking devices, each
of the said unlocking devices having a mem-
ber extending into the path of the entering
tubular interlocking hinge member of the
other bottom. | . -

13. ‘A mail box and letter carrier’s pouch,
both having bottoms in hinged sections, each
section being provided near the sides with

flanges, and at the free end with a tubular

interlocking hinge member adapted to en-
gage the corresponding member on the op-

posite bottom section, spring catches on the

mail box and pouch for normally lockin
the bottoms in closed position, conceale
sliding rods on the said bottoms, a loop at
one end of a rod, and a lever at the bottom
end for engaging the said spring catches to
open the latter, the lever extending with

tubular interlocking hinge member of the
other bottom. - |
In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses,
. . LUIGL VIEZZI.
Witnesses: S
Lous C. HAUENSTEIN,
Frrepricr WAHLER,

pouch at the sides of the
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1its free end into the path of the entering
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