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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Fraxs M. CARTER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Qakland, in the county of Alameda and
State of California, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Stirrups,
of which the following is a specification,
reference being had therein to the accom-
panying drawing.

This invention relates to stirrups, and has
specially in view a novel type of stirrup
opening device which will open the stirrup
to release the foot of the rider in the event
of the animal falling, or the rider being
thrown from the saddle.

In carrying out the object of the invention
oenerally stated above 1t will be obvious that
fhe essential features thereof are susceptible
of structural changes and modifications as to

details, but a preferred and practical em- |

bodiment of the same 1s shown 1n the accom-
panying drawings, wherein—

[Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 1m-
proved safety stirrup, the same being shown
partly open. Fig. 2 is a detail vertical sec-
tional view thereof, showing the tripping
lever. Fig. 3 is a detail sectional view show-
ing the connection between the tripping lever
and the releasing lever. Fig. 4 is an end
view of the releasing lever and the bottom
of the stirrup. Fig. 5 is a detail view 1n
front elevation of the construction shown 1n
Kg. 4. +

Like characters of reference designate cor-

5 responding parts in the several figures of the

drawing.

In the practical embodiment of the inven-
tion shown in the accompanying drawings, 1
designates the main body or arched portion
of the stirrup which carries the usual loop 2
of the stirrup strap (not shown). One of
the leg members of the arched body of the
stirrup is bifurcated as indicated at 4 and
5 and at their upper portion they are pro-
vided with exterior and outstanding pivot
ears G for the reception of a pivot pin 7

which passes through a similar pivot ear 8

" of an arch-shaped lever 9 the lower end of

it
- !

which has an inturned angular extension 10
forming a support for the stirrup bottom 11.
The stirrup bottom at one end 1s provided
with pivot ears 12 which have a pivotal en-
oagement with an ear 13 of the leg member
{4 of the stirrup, the other, or free end of
said bottom being provided with a slot 15

| shaped lever 9 and permits the angular ex-

tension thereof to pass below the bottom oi

said supporting plate and normally retain

said plate in a horizontal position relatively
to said stirrup. The slot in said bottom
plate is sufficiently wide to permit of the
ands of the bifurcated members 4 and 5 to
pass therein beside the lever 9, with their
outstanding abutment shoulders 16 resting
on the upper surface of said plate, so as to
prevent said plate having an upward move-
ment. -
A trip lever 17 in the form of a curved
plate having the same external contour as
the arch of the stirrup, has a pivotal mount-
ing 18 in said arch, its Inner end being in the
form of a vertically arranged flat plate 19
having a substantially elliptical slot or open-
ing 20 formed therethrough for the recep-
tion of a lug 21 carried by the upper end of
the releasing lever 9. Said plate 19 18 Iim-
ited in its upward movement by the arch 1
of the stirrup, as shown in Fig. 2, but 1S
permitted to have a downward movement
relative to said arch through the medium of
2 downwardly inclined or beveled portion 22.

Assuming the stirrup to be in a closed con-
dition, that is to say, with the bottom plate
in engagement with the ancular inturned
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extension of the releasing lever 9, it will be

seen that a contact between the toe of the
rider, or any other part of the foot, with the
trip lever 17 will rock the same on its pivot
to depress the plate 19, and similarly depress
the lug 21 and cause the lever 9 to rock on
its pivotal connection with the bifurcated
portion of the stirrup leg and throw its 1n-
turned bottom extension from its supporting
position beneath the bottom plate. This
movement of the lever 9,releases the bottom
plate from its closing position, and the same
drops on its pivot to an open position, there-
by permittine the foot of the rider to be
readily withdrawn from the stirrup.
Claims :— -

1. A safety stirrup comprising an arched
body portion provided with legs, one of said
legs being bifurcated and provided with
pivot ears, a bottom plate in pivotal engage-
ment with the other leg, a releasing lever
pivoted within said bifurcated leg and hav-
g an angular end extension forming a sup-
port for said bottom plate, and a trip lever
carried by the arched body and having a
<ot for connection with said releasing lever,

which receives the lower portion of the arch | whereby when said trip lever is rocked 1n one
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direction 1t will cause 5:111(1 1{,16.;15111@ lever to
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_mv;tnﬂ to a position where it will De disen-

.;ged trom the said-bottom pldte
9. A safety stirrup comprising an arched
Lo‘dy portion provided with legs, a releasing

~ lever pivoted to one of said ]eﬂs a bottom
511pp(>1t111
held 1in a supporting

plate plvoted to the other leg and
position by said lever'

and a trip lever ])1\'0ted to the arch body and
having a slot for interlocking engagement

Cwith snid releasing lever, Whereby a move—'

ment of the trip lever in one dir ection causes

said 1e]eimnu lever to be d1senmoed flom

the bottom g uppmtmﬂ plate.

3. A 5..«11113? stlrrup comprising an ‘LlChed_
body portion provided with 1@05 one of

which 1s bifurcated, a releasing 1ewer having
a pivotal euuanuu@m within said bifurcated
leg and provided at one end with an angular -
supputuw extension and at its other end
with an cutstanding lug, a plate carried by
the other leg and having a slotted end for
the 1ecept10n of the %npporuno end of said
1@](}{151110 lever, 11(1 irlp lever pwotql]y

1ng a

933,058

moun ed in the fwc,h of the stir rup and hw-_
plate extension provided with an open-
ing for the reception of the lug of said re-

1@:«:1%1110 lever, whereby a movement of said
trip lever in. one direction will withdraw

sald releasing ]ever from engagement with
‘the plaie mn"md bV one. of the leﬂa of ‘the}_'--‘
- 5t111ul) | | - |
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4. A sqiety %‘tlrmp eomprlslng az. *uchetl o

“body portion provided with legs, a releasing
lever pivoted to one of said
ing plate pivoted to the other leg and nor-

mally held in its supporting position by said
releasing lever, and a trm lever pivoted to

oagement with said 1*e1ea%1110 lever,

legs, a suppoi t—

he arch body and provided with a slotted
plate extension having an interlocking en-

Mo e _
) 3

In tesfmmmf whereof 1 hereunto flfh\ mV ,

%‘1011&1111@ 1N ])1 esence of two witnesses.

FRANK 1 M.- CAI TER
“ﬁtnesses o |
- MarriNn CARTER. o
- Kpwarp M. Per mmmi-*.
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