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" Toall whom 1t may concern:”
" Be-it known that I, GEORGE
a citizen of the United States, and a resident |
of Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and
State of New Jersey, have invented certain

' GEORGE EMIL STAHL, OF JERSEY CITY, NEW JERSEY.

 BOTTLE-CAP.

EMmin STAHL,

new and useful Improvements in Bottle-
Caps, of which the following is a specifica-

t1iomn.
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~ The invention relates to improvements' in
bottle-caps, and consists in the novel cap
structure hereinafter described and particu-

- larly pointed out in the claims.

- It is well known that bottle-caps, such as

1_5‘

are used on beer and other bottles, are fre-
quently after having been removed from the
bottles, gathered up, sold, re-shaped and

_used again, the successive uses of the caps

- continuing so long

20

as the metal remains
capable of being reshaped or restored to its
original condition. These caps when re-

moved from bottles are frequently permitted

~ to.fall on the floor where they remain until

25

the saloon or bar-room is on the following
morning cleaned up, at which time the caps
are separated out from the other refuse, and
they finally become sold, reshaped and used

. The purpose of the present invention is to

80

rfender impossible the obviously objection-
able practice of selling and again using bot-
tle caps which have once-been removed from
bottles, and to this end my invention resides

©in a bottle cap of such structure that it will

85

- further use.
~ ‘The bhottle-caps
- pertains

40

on being pried from a bottle become so dis-

torted or torn that it cannot be'reshaped for

are formed of stiff sheet metal of

constructed devices commonly

" known as “cap lifters.” The caps have a
- crown portion, usually containing a seals
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Iin
- disk, and a depending peripheral corrugateﬁ'
ﬂan%@ to engage an annular shoulder on*the
. bottle.”
- Incarryin
. in the metal

out my invention, I form & cut
of the cap extending partly

. 'through the metal and so located that on the

50

first removal of the cap from a bottle it will

. insure such distortion. or tearing of the cap

that the latter. cannot be successfully re- |

| cap; Fig. 3 is a top view of-a

to which my. invention

| . uniform thickness throughout
‘and are removed from the bottles by means
of va‘.riouslg

vl

1 shaped and used again. - The cut I form mn -
the metal will preferably be in the outline of =~
a circle and so located that when the cap 1s
applied it will become disposed ‘over the.: -

of the bottle neck, in which po-. -
| sition the weakened line in the cap caused
by the cutwill be subject to distortion by the
action of a cap-lifter ap-

| upper edges

upward prying
plied to the flange of the cap. .

" The invention will be -

- Specification of Letters Patent. Patented,sept_ 14, 19 09 |
. Application filed January 25, 1809. Serial No. 473,988. S —
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ore fully under-..

stood from the detailed description herein- |

| after presented, reference being had to the

accompanying drawin%‘s,‘in which: |
Figure 1 is a vertical section, on the dotte

| line 1—1 of Fig. 2, of a bottle cap embodying

my ‘invention, the cap being shown on the

l the cap, the circular cut-line being shown as
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| neck of a bottle; Fig. 2 is a boltom view of '
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having been made in thé under surface of the '

| showing the circular cut-line as having
made in the top ;
4 is a top view of the cap of Figs. 1 and 2

| from off of a bottle, the cap being bent and

| distorted and torn along the cut-line adjacent
to that edge of the cap at which the upward

pressure was applied.
In the drawings, 10 desl

I shown in-the condition it will have after
having been pried upwardly at one edge

similar cap
1 been
surface of the cap, and Fig,

7'5_"-

80

gnates the bottle-

neck, 11 the cap and 12 a sealing disk there-

in. The cap 11 is not of unusual construc-
tion, with the exception of the feature there-

mn _ |
‘U g1'f0rm ‘thickness throughout and formed

of embracing my invention, the said cap be-
made from sheet metal of substantially
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with a depending corrugated ftange to em- -

brace the annular shoulder around the mouth
of the bottle. . In accordance with my inven-
tion, in its preferred embodiment, I form in

‘the cap a cut 14 on a circular line extending

part way through the metal and so located

90

1-the lower surface of the metal of the top of

95

that when the cap is on a bottle, the.sald cut-

line 14 will be in line with the thickness of =

“cut-line 14 in lieu of being formed in the un-
derside of the tog. of the cap, may, if pre-
ferred, be formed in the upper surface of

| the bottle-neck and adjacent to the edges of L
| the top of the cap, as shown in Fig. 1. The -

100

said cap, as denoted at 15 in Fig. 3. I pre- - N

fer, however, to form the cut-line in' the



~1n such location any upward

- the cap will tend to spread open the said cut- -

lower or under strface of the cap, since when
plied against the lower edge of the flange ot
line.

My invention is, as hereinbefore explained,
to prevent more than one use of the: cap and

‘to so construct the cap that the upward pres-

- sure applied to one of its edges in removing

10

it from a bottle will so distort or otherwise
injure the cap that it cannot be reshaped and

“used agaln. . In Fig. 4 I illustrate the effect

15

on the cap of my invention, by its remaval
from a bottle, the upward pressure hzwin]gl
been applied to the side 16 of the cap. It wi

- be observed that the upward bending of the
- cap caused by the cap-lifter has disfigured
- the cap and caused a break to occur along

25

" 30
- the cap or depth of the circular cut therein
~will determine ‘whether the cap will break

- of the cut therein during

those portions of the cut-line 14 adjacent to
the side 16, and obviously the cap shown in

Fig. 4 could not be restored to a condition
permitting its further use on a bottle.

It the cap should not break along the line
its removal from
the bottle, the cap will nevertheless become

~so distorted that upon an attempt being
- made to re-shape

1pe the same in a press it will
fracture along the cut or become so disfig-
ured that it would not be acceptable for
furtheruse. The thickness of the metal in

 at onee during its removal from the bottle

39
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- or during the attempt to reshape the same
‘1n-the recrimping press, but in either event

the cap becomes rendered unfit for second

~use on a bottle. The caps of my invention
- cannot, therefore, be gathered up from the

floors of saloons and like places and reshaped

and used again, as is a-common practice with |
- Tespect to the caps at present customarily
- In use. My invention therefore avoids the |

pressure ap-

“be

.poses set forth. S .
gned at New York city, in the county of

933,705

use of unsanitary caps on bottles and the pos-

sible consequences of any such use. o
What I claim as my invention and desire

to secure by Letters-Patent, is: -
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1. A bottle-cap having a depending ﬂaﬁge -
to engage a shoulder on the neck of a bottle -

and removable from the bottle by being

pried therefrom,

sald cap being of sheet

50

metal and having a cut-line extending partly

through the same for insuring
distortion of the cap; substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

2. A bottle-cap having a depending ﬂange ;

to engage a shoulder on the neck of a bottle

| and removable from the bottle by being pried

theréfrom, said cap being of sheet metal and

the effectual

having a cut-line extending partly through

the same for insuring the etfectual distortion
of the cap, and said cut-line extending around

tne crown of the cap so as to be affected at
whatever point a removal tool may exert its

GO

Fressure against said flange; substantially as

and for the purposes set forth. |

' L
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3. A bottle-cap having a depending flange
to engage a shoulder on the neck of a bottle

and removable from the bottle by being pried

sald cap being of sheet metal and
partly through
for insuring the effectual distor- K

therefrom,
having a cut-line extending
the same
tion of the cap, and said cut-line extending
around the crown .of the cap

the bottle-neck when the cap is in position
thereon; substantiall

Si
New York and State of New York, this 22nd

day of January A. D. 1909.
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in position to
located over the thickness of the sides of

79

as and for the pur-

‘GEORGE EMTL STAHL,

Witnesses: -
ArTHUR MAaRION,
Cuas. C. G,
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