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To all whom, it may concern:

~ Be it known that I, TiizoporE G. STRATDR .

2 citizen of the United States, and resident |
1S a perbpectwu detml of a portmn of the
base showing a corner piece set therein and a
“short length of a straight bounding plece ad-
| Jacent thereto.

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFECE

THEODORE G STRATER OF WEST TISBURY MASSACHUSETTS

ADJUSTABLE FRAME FOR ASSEMBLING PICTURE—PUZZLES

932,512.

| Speclﬁeatmn of Letters Patent
Applmatlon ﬁled March 23 1903

Serlal No. 485 308

of West Tisbury, county of Dukes, State of

Massfmhusettq have invented an Improve-
~ment 1n Adj ustable Frames for Assembling

Pictur e-Puzales, of which the following de-—

scription, in connection Wlth the accompany-
mg drawing

cters on the dr awing representmo like parts.

This invention has for its object the pro-
dllCthll of an adjustable frame for use in
putting together or assembling picture puz- | &
~ zles, wher eby the work of the person engaged
n such occupation is assrlsted and. made more

convenient. |
~ Ordinarily the pieces of a plc
are lald out on a table or other

~ing a flat, sohd base prowded with series of
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- fully described in the subjoined specification
and particularly pomted out in. the follow--.._

Dars rallel mudewmys intersected at right an-

oles by other series of parallel 0'u1deways,-
each guideway extending contmuously from
one side face of the base to the opposite side

face and being adapted to receive bounding
members whlch are sustained by and sup
ported in the guideways at right angles to

the face of the base and proj ectmg above the
“same sufficiently to provide a backing for the
blocks or pieces fornunﬂ* the edges of the__ .

puzzle.

Owing to the armnfrement of the *Ulllde— |

ways and the detachable and movable bound—_;
ing members the inclosing wall or ledge for

the puzzle can be adapted to any desired 1 rec-

tangle within the limits of the frame.

The novel features of my invention will be

ing claims.

55

I‘wure 1 is a top plan view of an: ad]ust-- _

able fmme embodying one form of my in-

is a specification, like char-

bure puzzle..
flat surface
and assembled piece by piece, and frequently |
the puzzle is built up from its lower edge or |
from one or more corners, the maj orlty of
such puzzles having Squa,re corners, and |
straight edges boundmg the same When fully |
assembled. If a corner or an edge can be
firmly held in place it is much easter to con-
“tinue the ftssemblmg of the other pieces,; but
such holding 1s difficult to accomphsh, and
so far as I am aware no means has hereto-;_
' '.:rom been devised for this purpose. = .
In the present embodiment of my inven-
~tion I provide an adjustable frame for the |
purpose above set forth, such frame compris-

Loundmﬁ* member, to be referred to; Kig. 5

I prefer to make the flat base A of rectan-

oular form and of a convenient size, and
preferably of wood, having sufficient 'thlck-

ness for rigidity and to admlt of the forma-
tion in its upper face of series of parallel

grooves-or guideways o', Intersected at right

angles by other series of pa,mllel OTOOVes Or

{Duldewa,ys ot

"The Guldeways may be convemently made

“as saw-cuts of the proper depth and extend-
‘ed continuously from one to the opposite side

face of the base, and 1"efe,rr1110 to Fig. 1 1t

will be seen thELt a plurality of 1ectannulax
figures are thus formed in the face of the

babe of varying dimensions. Said guide-
wa,ys are adapted to receive removable

: boundmg members, preferably made as rela-
'tlvely stiff elongated strips of metal, of a
width greater than the depth of the Gmde-
“ways, 1n order that the upper 1:)01t10n of

such a member will pr oject above the face

| of the base when seated in a guideway.

In Fig. 1 T have shown four like bounding
'members 1, 2, 3 and 4, the members 1 and 3
‘being seated In two of the guideways o’ and

the membels 2 and 4 in two of the guide-

ways a2, the said members being arr fmﬂed to

form a closed rectangle, the upper poxtmns
of said members serving as the surround-
ing lip or wall. Within this inclosure the
pieces of the puzzle are adapted to be assem-

| bled, and 1t will be seen that the four corners
‘of an assembled puzzle can thus be bounded,

and likewise its four edges, the bOLllldlllﬂ
members providing a firm support or back-
ing for the limiting pieces oi the puzzle. By
chanomg the relative positions of the bound-

ing members the rectangular inclosure may

be enlarged or reduced in dimensions, and

it may be square or oblong in shape, as de-
sired, without any cha,nfre in the actual

lenoth in the bounding members.
“While I have shown the members 1, 2,3
and 4 as long enough to form the maximum

rectangular inclosure they may be made.
somewhat shorter, 1f desired.

~In Fig. 5 I have shown a corner-piece con-

sisting of connected right-angled wings 5, 6,

: Ventlon FIO‘ 218 a transverse sectlon the.re- ) 'Ldapted to seat 1n two mtersectmg gmde-

Paten‘ted Aug. 31, 19089.

oy Oi on' the 1111e 2—-2 Plﬂ 1; Figs. 3 and 4 are .
gectional details showmo .LL 1110d1ﬁ(,d form of

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

105

110



- work progresses.
10 - DX « _
. bers have been shown as flat pieces, but they

- ways adjacent the intersection thereof, and
- the sides of the rectangle can be filled out
or completed by straight members, as 92x.
Tour of these corner-pieces may be used, or |
1f desired only the lower corners and the
- connecting side wall may be completed, when
- the assembling of the puzzle is begun, add-
- 1ng the other boundaries and corners as the

~ So far as described the bounding mem-

111aybe made as a _ﬂ&t 9131113 Or Plate‘ hSLViIig

%

~ edge flanges projecting in opposite direc-
- Utions, 1f desired, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4,
15

the off'set flanges 7, 8 projecting 1n opposite
direction and being parallel to each other

~and connected by a flat web 9 at right angles
© - to both. Iither flange may be seated in a
- guideway, the other f

20
- vide for a limited adjustment of the wall.
- That 1s, 1f the flange 7 is seated in the guide-
~ way, as'in Fig. 3, the wall 8 may be too far
out, and i that case the member is reversed |

1) ange then forming the
projecting wall, so that such members Pro-

as in IFig. 4, the flange 8 entering the ouide-
way and the flange 7 forming the wall. In

any event the assembling of the pieces of |

- the puzzle is facilitated, as the backine or

30

support afforded by the w alls of the bound-
ing members prevents slipping about of such
pieces ‘and enables the other pieces to be

~fitted .in-more readily and conveniently.

- Having fully described my nvention, |

932,512

~what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:— - |

1. An adjustable frame for picture puz-
zies, comprising a flat base provided with a

serles of parallel guideways intersected at
right angles by a second series of parallel

guideways, each guideway being continuous
trom one to the opposite side face of the base,

‘and removable elongated bounding members

adapted to be set into the guideways to form

a rectangular inclosure, the bounding mem-

bers projecting above the face of the base at
right angles thereto, the bounding members

being- of suflicient length to form the sides

of an 1nclosure of varying area.

2. An adjustable frame for assembling

picture puzzles, comprising a flat base pro-
viced with series of parallel orooves mter-
secting each other at right angles, and re-
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movable metallic bounding members of a -

greater width than the depth of the grooves
and adapted to be seated therein to form a

‘rectangular mclosure on the face of the hase,
sald bounding members consisting of a plate
~or strip having edge flanges projecting in op-
posite directions. -

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
two subsecribing witnesses.
- THEODORE G. STRATER.
Witnesses: .
Jorn C. Epwarbs,
- Trromas J. Drumnron.

‘name to this specification, in the presence of
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