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Patented Aug. 17, 1809,

To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, Troaas C. HoucH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Min-
neapolis, in the -county of Hennepin and
State of Minnesota, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Stencils;
atid L do hereby declare the following to be
a Tull, clear, and exact description of the -
vention, such as will enable owners skilled in

(he art to which it appertains to make and

use the same. |
My invention has for its object to provide

an improved stencil, and is particularly di-

rected to the mprovement of stencils that

arve ade In strips pivotally connected at one
~end, and each provided with a multiplicity

of fetters, numerals or other characters.

T'o the above ends, the invention consists
of the novel devices and combinations of de-
vices hereinafter described and defined in
the clanns.

in the accompanying drawings which

iltustrate the invention, like characters in-
~dicate like parts throughout the several

vIews. -
Referring to the drawings: Figure 1 1s a
nlan view showing a stencil constructed in
accordance with my invention; and Figs. 2
and 3 are fragmentary views illustrating the
manner of aliuing and spacing the stencil

‘characters in respect to previously printed

letters or characters.

“I'he stencil shown, 1s .1nade up of three
thin sheet metal strips 1 provided with nu-
mervals or other. characters, and pivotally
connected by a rivet 2.

T'he numeral 3 indicates a so-called cover-
ing strip, which like the strips 1, 1s formed
from thin sheet metal; but 1s inuch narrower.
At one end this strip 3 1s provided with

an ofiset end portion 4, that is pivotally con-

nected by the rivet 2 to the stencil strips 1.
The purpose of this covering strip 8 will
hereinatter appear. | | “

fach stenel strip 1 1n one edge, 18 pro-

“vided with a multiplicity of so-called gage

50

perforations 5. 'T'hese gage perforations o
are approximately right triangles, but their
hyvotenuse or long sides are formed by con-
cave curves.  Furthermore, the sald perfora-
(tons are arranged In pairs with their longi-

Lndimal stmight edges ali_ned with @ach
other, and with their horizontal straight

Cedees alined one with the top and one with

T
C o

(e bottom: of the stencil character with

which they are associated. Furthermore,

the said pairs of gage perforations are so’.

spaced from the associated stencil characters,
that when applied to a previously printed
letter or character, as shown'in Figs. 2 and 3,

the character next to be printed or stenciled
will ‘be properly alined with and properly
spaced apart from the said previously
printed character.

stencil strip is properly positioned for the

stenciling of a character in respect,to the
letter * 16,” the ends of the upper and lower
arms of the said letter will appear through
the said gage perforations 5,and the straight
sides of said perforations will be alined
with straight right angle portions of said
letter. | |

- In Fig. 3, the stenciling strip is shown as
positioned in respect to a previously printed
letter “ P,” and in this instance, as well as 1n
other instances where the fetter or character
has a rounded right hand edge portion, at
least one of the gage perforations 5 will be

positioned with its curved long side or hy-

potenuse in registration with the curved por-
tion of the said letter. | ~

- When the stencil is positioned as shown n -
TFig. 2, no harm would be done even 1T the

stencil brush should be rubbed over the gage

-perforations 5, because as 1s evident, por-

tions of the previously stenciled letter under-
lie the said perforations. When however,
the stencil is positioned as shown in Kig. 3,

the stencil brush must not be passed over the

perforations 5, and hence, at this time, the
covering strip 3 should be turned over the
said perforations 5 to protect the same from
the stencil brush when the latter is used to
stencil the properly positioned stencil char-
acter. With the offset portion 4, at the p1v-
oted end of the covering strip 3, it is possi-
ble to use the said covering strip in connec-
tion with any one of the several pivotally

“connected stencil strips.

The stencil illustrated, 1s shown as pro-

vided chiefly with numerals, but 1t 1s, of
course, evident that the strips may be pro-

vided with letters or with any other desired
characters. . ' |
- What I clam is: | |

1. A stencil strip provided with charac-

ters eut therein, and provided in one edge of

said strip with angular gage perforations
horizontally alined with the upper and lower

portiops of said characters, and adapted for

IFor instance, when the
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2
'. use in conmection with previously stenciled
characters to aline and space thé character
which is to be stenciled. | o

9. A stencil strip provided with characters

‘cut therein, and provided in one edge with
‘upper and lower gage perforations alined
with the upper and lower portions of said
characters, and which gage perforations are

approximately triangular in form, but with

curved or concave long sides or hypotenuse,

substantially as and for the purposes set

forth. | -

3. The combination with a stencil strip
having characters cut therein, and provided
in one edge with gage perforations associ-
ated with the said characters, and a covering
- gtrip pivotally connected to said stencil strip

931,309

and adapted to be moved into a position to

cover said gage perforations.

4. A stencil comprising a plurality of piv-
otally conmected stencil strips, each having

20

o, multiplicity of characters cut therein and -
a multiplicity of gage perforations 1n one
edge associated with sald characters, and a

covering strip having a laterally ofiset end’

attached to said stencil strips by the pivot

95

which connects the latter, substantially as

described. |

Tu testimony whereof I afiix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.
. THOMANS
Witnesses: | |
Harry D. Kincorr,
I, D, Mercisan®.

C. HOUGH.
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