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To all whom, it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, T*‘Tm\mls C BAI‘ES B
‘cltizen of the United States 1681d111ﬂ* at Sant*- :
Jose, 1n the county of Sapta Clara zmd State
of C:a,hfomla have invented new and ugeiul?'
Impmvementg n MMI—BoxeS 01 which thef'

following is a smmﬁc&twn
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My mventmn relates to g bo*{ for, house to'f-

house collection a,nd dehvew of 1ettels a,nd
other mail m%ttef SRR

It consists in the f01 matloﬂ of the b()"‘i of
smwle stan'med sheet of metal, folded and

Ietter—recewmg slot in the dome, and means

- for holding packages, not capable of bemg
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g, 2 1s a plan view of the blank.

placed within the box L
It also comprises the. combmatlon of parts

Figure 1 1s a pempectwe view of the bo

detmled view of the latchmu dewce %s seen

- from the interior of the box.

Y

by means of slots or channels 6, the lowelgj
edges of the sides 5 are separated Irom the |
Other slots 6* separate the op-
posite side of the bottom from the front, and o
the upper ends of the sides are cuwed and |
separated from the top of the part A by slots
‘as shown at 7. From these slots 7 the pmt 8
extends, which is designed to be curved over |
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- single sheet of su
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It is the object of my mventloii to 50 coqé.-z-

struct a letter—box that it may be fornied of a

rable box.

portion 2, and a front 3
door npenmﬂ- 4 cut thlouﬂh it..

bottom

to form the dome of the box, and which has

the letter-receiving slot 9 formed tr ansversely
across it. The front 1s extended upon each
these extensions cor- |
_respondmp' with the side-extensions 5 of the:

side, as shown at 10;

~ back A, and the upper ends of the extensions

with the curved upper ends’ 0[ the

dies; the back beuw tumed up on & 11116 be—

covering the-

Tlﬂ‘ 3 1s a

ciently strong metal, so
stamped that it can be folded mto the de—'-.'
sired form, and the parts secured by rivets,
- thus makmﬂ' an exceedmghr cheap and du-t-r '

turned up on aline between the slots 62.

tween the slots 6, and the fr ont smularly

The extensions betw een the

A box thus immed

is strong and durable. The part for ming the
dome 8 exte‘lds su
of rivets which secures it to the front, to
| form an outwardly proj jecting lip 82, which
‘overhangs the door opening 4 and delivers

| any dl‘lp or moisture beyond the plane of the
| | door.
and details of construction which will b63 |

~more fully e*cpia,med by reference to the ac-
. companying drawings, in whmh————_- o

Ticiently beyond the line

The slot 9 through Whlch letters are

introduced in the top of the dome, is pro-
| tected by a cover 12; the rear edge of which is __
| hinged tothe rear p01L10n of the dome and by
means of a spring 13, this cap or cover is nor-
mally closed, thus se&lmﬁ' the letter-opening.
| When lifted, it exposes the opening and after
| letters h&ve been introduced, it will close 1t-
self when released. Tonﬂ'ues 122 are here
‘| shown projecting from the front edge of the
cover 12, and these may be of any desired

length, a,nd having an upward curvature,

introduced into the box. The door 14 is also

o - | stamped of sufficiently stiff sheet metal, and
The plate from whlch uhe bo:a 1S made is | 1

1 1s hinged at one side of the door—opemng, SO
stamped to form a back portion A, a bottom

‘that, When closed, it covers the opening.

, which Ir ont has the |

The sides 5 | 'enﬂ ‘806 the edge of the door when -

are formed as extensions of the back A, and | is closed and thus prevent its-being opened

except b ‘the exertion of a little lmce but
‘the latch will readily yield to allow the door

15 IS & Spring latch which is acdapted to

he latter

‘to be closed or opened. |
17 are lugs projecting from the door, and

'..-from the side of the box front, having regis-

‘tering openings, through which a padlock or
,0the1 Tastening may he attached, if desired.

1 the door.

and it may
‘which Wlll serve to hold the bolt of the lock
back when desired, so that the door will only
be held in place b the spring latch, or by

| other lockmﬂ* devlce
10 are curved as shown at 11, to 001resp0nd.

part 5.
The box is then assembled b}“f smtable folding |

J

A lock 18 may

Sa,ld lock may be a spring lock,
“be provided with a catch 19

When the 1001: 1S to

key must be used to again In con-

]unctmn W1th th1s devme

Ipen 1t.
hzwe shown a

The
sides 5 and 10 are then folded at right angles
{ with the back A; and the front 3, and over-
lap each other. _
slots 6 and 62 are folded upwardly and are in-
| tended to lie between the sides 5 and 10. The
‘dome 8 is curved over to form the top, and
| rests upon the arched upper ends of the parts
| 5 and 10, and all these overlapping parts are
'then secmed by rivets without the need of

_ ‘| any other attachments.
11veted and the combination thel ewith of a |

dom ?Mld signal connections, and lockmﬁ de--
vices, & sprlnﬁ‘-actua,ted ﬂa,p
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.-_the‘gf serve to hold papers which cannot be
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- be attached to the msule of

108

‘be used, the catch is disengaged, and the
closing of the. door will also loch 1t so that a

11¢
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signal 20 which is mounted upon an arm 21.

This arm extends through a sleeve fixed In
the door front, and 1ts inner end 22, 1s so bent
that 1t forms a latching device which oper-
ates as follows: The signal flag 20 1s designed
to show by 1ts position when there are letters
i the box, or when the box 1s empty.
when the arm 1s turned down so that the sig-
nal 1s near the bottom of the box, it indicates
that the box does not contamn anything.
Whena letter has been placed in the box by

the carrier for the patrons, or by the patrons

for the carrier to collect, the party thus plac-

-1ng the. letter turns the signal up, so that 1t

15 exposed near the upper part of the box.
The inturned end of the rod which earries
the signal will, uneler these conditions, en-

~gage the inner side of the box front, and will

thus form an independent locking device,
which will hold the door closed, mmdependent
of the other fastenings heretofore mentioned.

It 1s sometimes found necessary to leave
cards or photographs of considerable size,
which cannot be placed 1n the box, and which
will not lie properly on the upturned arms
122, Such cards may be introduced be-
tween the arm 21 of the signal, and the front
projecting edge or overhang 8* of the dome
or roof of the box; the signal rod holding
them perfectly in place until their removal.

Thus,

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent 18— -

1. In a letter-box of the character de-
scribed, an open front having a hinged,
swinging door, and latehing and locking de-
vices therefor, and a signal having an arm
swiveled and turnable through a sleeve in the
door whereby the signal may be raised or
aropped, and a latching end of the arm pro-

jecting within the box adapted to lock the
“same when the signal is exposed.

2. A mail-box {formed by folding a single
sheet of metal to form back, front, sides, bot-
tom and top, having aletter-opening through

the top, and a spring-actuated cover there-

for, a door hinged and closable upon the
front, a spring catch adapted to engage the
edge of the door when closed, and a signal
having an arm with a bent immner end adapted
to engage the inner side of the box front, and
locik the door when the signal 1s exposed.

In testimony whereol 1 have hereunto set
my hand 1 presence oi two subscribing wit-
nesses.

FRANCIS C. BATES.

Withesses:

W. A Karns,
. K. WaLbo.
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