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* but more particularly to that class of trunks
. y s ““dresser trunks’; and
1t consists essentially of the general arrange-

15 ment and combination of the several parts,

3
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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Cora MERRIAM
Howzs, citizen of the United States, residing

at Washington, in the Distriet of Columbia,
‘have invented certain new and uséful Im-
provements in Trunks; and I do hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex--
act description of the invention, such as will

enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.
)

he invention relates in general to trunks

commonly known as‘

as will be hereinafter fully described in this

- specification and briefly stated in the claims.
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- tions 4, arranged transversely the trun
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One of the principal objects of the inven-
“tion is to so construct the trunk and arrange .

its several parts that it may be readily and

quickly converted into a dresser or bureau.

Another object of the mvention 1s to pro-
vide the body of the trunk with a plurahty
of drawers, so that its contents, packed in the
several drawers, will not become disarranged
or injured during transportation, as is usu-
ally the case when the ordinary or single
compartment trunk is used. o

Other objects of the invention will become

apparent upon a complete disclosure thereof.
In the drawing, Figure 1 1s a perspective .
view of the trunk converted into a dresser or
bureau; Fig. 2, a vertical section oi the trunk
closed and standing on one end; Hig. 3, a.
perspective view of the lid or cover, and Fig.
4 a detail of one of the slidable hinges:
 Referring to the several views, the numeral
1 indicates the body of the trunk, which is
of ordinary construction, preferabiy rectan-
oular in shape; 2 the lid or cover, which is

detachable, and 3 the removable tray.
- The body of the trunk is divided into a
plurality of compartments by 111613&1F

vertical position, so that when the trunk is
used as a dresser the partitions will be i a

horizontal position. = The partitions are pret--
erably of less length than the depth of the |
trunk, so as to provide a shallow space 5 in
which the tray may be seated, the upperj:{or—- '__
tion of the tray being received in the hid or |
cover of the trunk, as shown in Fig. 2. Kach
compartment is provided with a slidable.
“drawer 6, which is of the same length as the-
partitions, and when the trunk is being used | ° _
‘as such the drawers are held against move- } bed-chamber.

1 The trunk-

In using the trunk as a dresser,

artl-
In.a |

o

| ment by means of & detachable locking-bar
7, which has one end seated in a socket or
| recess 8, and the other end secured by a
‘guitable catch 9, as shown in Fig. 2. Any
U old ‘and well-known locking-device may be
used in place of the cateh to lock the drawers
against being tampered with by mischievous

| persons, if desired. - -

F

The tray 3 1s constructed without the usual

front piece, so as to afford ready access to

articles which may be laid thereon, when the

trunk is being used as a dresser, the lid 10
being provided with a hinged piece 11, which,
when the lid is closed forms the front of the
tray, as shown 1n ¥ig. 2.
tray may be provided with any desired num-

- A portion of the

ber of compartments for the reception of

toilet and other articles, and the lid 10 may
‘be provided with a looking-glass 12, cagable
of being adjusted to a higher position,
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| CORA MERRTAM HOWES, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

70

79

einy

unconfined at the top, and there temporarily

held by sticking a pin beneath its lower edge.

‘Small racks 13 may be fastened to the lid, at
‘each side of the looking-glass, for the recep-

tion of scissors, nail-files, and other similar -

articles, and suitable supports 14 are em-

ployed to suplport the lid in proper position.
-lid or cover 1s of ordinary con-
‘struction, and, instead of being permanently
‘hinged to the body of the trunk, in the usual
“manner, it is detachably-connected thereto,
preferably by means of staples 15 and hooks
18, ‘the former being secured to the trunk
‘body and the latter to the lid or cover 2, a
lock 17 of any approved design or style being
“employed to securely lock the lid or cover n
place when the trunk 1s used as such. |

1

' the lid or

“cover and the tray are removed, the trunk 1s
‘then stood on its proper end, and the tray
‘placed lengthwise across the upper ena of
‘the trunk, as shown i Fig. 1.
filling-out pieces 18, 18, are then arranged at
each end of the tray and those portions of
‘the front which project beyond the sides oi
‘the trunk, as shown 1n said figure.

Clurtains or

_, _ The cur-
tains, if made of a woven material, may be

“permanently attached to the tray and foldeda
over upon the lid when the tray is to be
placed in the trunk. After the curtains have
seen properly adjusted, the lid of the tray 1s

thrown back and the trunk converted into a

dresser, presenting a neat and an attractive
‘appearance as such, and serving as a useful
‘and valuable adjunct to the dressing-room or
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it will be understood that any desived ar- i its ends, and having a lid carrying a hinged

rangement of compartments may be made in
the tray, and that one of the drawers may
pe provided with a number of suitable com-
partments arranged in any desired manner.

Various other changes may be made, such
as constructing the filling-out pieces or cur-
tains of imitation wood, or other suitable
material, and detachably - connecting the

same to the projecting ends of the tray, with-

- out departing from the spirit of my inven-

-

tion or sacrificing its principle. When thus

attached, the filling-out pieces, when not in |

use, may be
trunk. _

1aving thus fully described my invention
what I claim, is— |

placed on top of the tray in the

1. Ina convertible trunk, the combination |
]

with the body having a plurality of drawers,

20 of a tray provided with filling-out pieces af

[

extenslon, said tray adapted to he supported

upon one end of the trunk body to convert
the same into a dresser.

2. In a trunk provided with a plurality of 25

drawers and having a detachable Iid or cover,
of aremovable tray provided with a lid carry-
ing a hinged extension adapted to form the
front of the tray, said tray being provided
with filling-out pieces, whereby the trunk
may be converted into a dresser by placing
the tray upon one end of the trunk, and
neans lor locking the drawers.

In testimony whereof T aflix my sionature,
1 the presence of two witnesses.

_ CORA MERRIAM HOWES.
Witnesses:

H. N. JExNTINS,
J. 1. NOTTINGITAM.
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