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"Application filed January 12 ,‘, 1909.-'
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Ser1al No 471 915 |

To all whom it may concern: -

Be 1t known that I, Wirriam PADER‘IAGHT
2 citizen of the United Otates, residing at
New York, in the county of New York “and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Impl ovements in Skirts, of
which the following is a specification, refer-
ence being had therem to the : chcompanymg
arawing.

This invention relates to- 1mpr0vements 111
~skirts, and while capable of embodiment in

skirts of other types, is particularly designed

for use in connection with those skirts com-
known as washable skirts. S

- Ordinarily, skirts of the washable type, are
continuous around the lower portion thereof
and open for only a short depth in the back
to constitute the usual placket opening, said

pl.mhet being usually provided with hooks

and eyes for closmo the same. Considerable

cllﬂiculty 1S encountered 1n the wwshmﬂ, and-
more especlally m the ironing, of a skirt of

this character, and the hoolks and eyes, by
reason of the rusting thereof, very fre-

quently stain the gar ment and spml the neat

and clean anpeamnce thereof.
The present invention has for its ob]ect

ht condi-

and 1roned may be opened into a
‘tion after the manner of an apron.

A further object of the invention is the_
provision oi means hidden from view when
the skirt together

In use, for securing
thrmwhout the gi reater portion of its 1eno*th
Wthh when properly adjusted, enables “the
use of the upper portion of the divided part
of the skirt as a placket in the ordinary way.
The pls

L

will effectually prevent accidental 0penmo
of the same, and thus overcome the many
c;isa,dwntaﬂes incident to the use of the usual
hooks and eyes, spring ball fasteners, etc.

OUther novel characteristics of the mven!

tion Include a special relative arrangement
of the means for securing the placket in

closed condition and the means for securing

the lower portion of the skirt in closed condi-
tion; also means for securing buttons to the
skirt so that eﬁch button will have a sub-
stantial play

3

the provision of a divided skirt having the
line of division at the back of the same ex-
tending entirely from the bottom to the top
thereof wher eby the skirt when being washed

skirt,
"tuely opened,. similar to :
Hat condltlon 111cllca,ted in S‘Ll(i] I‘m 1, but

lacket 18 1n turn specially formed, and
furnished with novel securing means, whlch

v freedom of movement in a.
lateral (lll“BCtIOIl or may be readﬂy turned

-over edﬂ’erSE‘, to permit thormwh ironing of -

the f&bI‘lC‘ and further, the provision of

strips carrying the ploper'number and rela-

tive arrangement of securing devices, con-

veniently buttons and button. holes, for se-

curing a divided skirt together, and which
| strlps may be easily st1tched In place on the

body of the Sklrt

All of the foregoing, _and othel novel de-
tails m the construction and arrangement of

parts, will be apparent from the detailed de-
seription hereinafter contained, when read

in connection with the accomp%nymo draw-
‘ingss forming part hereof, and wherein one

embodlment oi the 111V611t1011 15 1llustrated.

In the drmvztnﬂs ffigure 1 is a rear eleva-
tion of the Skll’t 111 open or flat condition.
Fig. 2 is a similar view ShOWlIlG the skirt in

Blo

portion of the skirt. I'ig. 5 is an enlarged

view of one of the bmtons and Figs. 6 and
7 are elevations of d et%ched complementary

strips c,onstltutnw dosmo means for the
Lllt - ' |

Referring 111010, Speclﬁcally to the draw-
1ngs, wherein lke reference letters designate

corresponding parts in the several views, A

-represents the body of a washable skirt, the
same being formed for instance of duck,

This body is provided with a divided or

slitted back represented at B, the division

extending the full length of the skirt as
shown 1n Vlﬂ 1. In washing or ironing the
it is deswned that the sanie be en-
an apron, into the

when the skirt is in use it is intended that

the greater portion of the divided part there-

of shall be closed uhereby to leave but the
usual depth placket opening B" at the top
of the skirt as indicated in Fig. 2.

The under fold or edge of the skirt 18
1eplesented at C and for the oreater portion
of its length is provided with' vertically dis-
posed button- Holes D designed to receive in-

wardly-projecting buttons It on the outer fold

or edge I of the body. From this arrange-
ment, 1t will be Observed that when the lower

_poltlon of the skirt is propelly buttoned,

sald buttong will underlie the under fold or
edge C of the body and be entirely hidden
from view, whereby the ‘%1111‘13 will present
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paltly closed and partly open condltlon the
placket being shown entirely open.
18 & cross sectional view through the placl{et :
H1g. 4 1s a similar view throuﬂh the lower
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2.

the same appearance as the ordinary single-

Ppiece or permanently stitched formation, Det-

ter appreciated from an inspection of I‘1g

2. 'The upper or placket portion of the

division indicated at B’ is closed through
the medium of buttons H projecting otit-
wardly from the under fold C above the

button-holes therein, ‘md button-holes I 1n

the outer fold above the inwar diy projecting
buttons thereon, the buttons in this instance

being hidden from view by a plait J. A

p lait J7 on the under fold arr anged to meet
the plait I just referred to 1mp¢11ts the de-
sired neat or finished appearance to the
placket and skirt when closed. Owing to

‘the relatively reverse arrangement of the but-

tons and button holes con%ututmﬂ the two
series of fastening devices, there 1s a clear

demarcation between the termination of the

placket opening and the commencement of

the lower or main body portion of the skirt.
thouﬂh unable to see

Thus, the wearer, al
the vlacket when opening the same, has
tangibly appreciable means 111(:116;:&1110 when
the placket has been untastened to 1tc, Tuil
extent, namely the top button of the lower
series whlch being disposed differently from
the buttons of the placket will be instantly
recognized upon the touch of the user. By

this means the major portion of the skirt
~when once buttoned, after laundrying, may

remain permanently intact until the skirt 1s

agaln to be Wa%hed and thus the skirt when

in actual use, 1s used 1n the customary man-
ner, the same as it the body was continuous.
The ends of the waistband I. are Con-

‘nected by means of buttons M and button-

holes M.

N and O 1espwtwelv indicate strips of
fabric provided with the buttons and button-

holes, arranged as above described, ada :)’ced-— |

for .:lttdehment to the edges of a divided skirt

body. These strips per se, however, will not
be ;::}JGLI‘IH“ claimed herein inasmuch as they

constitute the subject matter for an ‘lddl-—
tional application.

- In attaching the buttons either dir euctly to

the edges of the skkirt or to the strips which

are de%w‘ned to be subsequently stitched to

saxd edees I employ pieces of tape P stitched

between 1&}7818 (2 and R and having loops S
extending outwardly from the edDeS of said

layers towm"d the placket opening “to engage
0, the buttons |

the buttons as shown in g,
being tied in place as at T and the loop

bemo of a substantial leno'th SO th‘},t consid-

erable lateral play or freedom is permitted
the button, whereby the same may be turned
edgewise, to permit the cloth to be thor-
ou ﬂhlv ironed entirely around and beneath
‘[he button. By having the loops of the

tapes project toward the edge of that portion

of the skirt to which the buttons are secured,

1t will be seen that when the skirt is buttoned

any stram on the loops 1s by a straight pull,

constituting a

029,476

and consequently there 1s no tendency to

pull outwardly upon and rip off the layer

| which overhies and is stitched to the tape.

While I have herein disclosed one specific

| embodiment of my invention, it 1s obvious
that the imvention may be embodied 111 other

ways without departing from the spirit
thereot. o
I CL::.IHI '

1. In a dress skirt, 2 body portion continu-

ous save at 1ts back where it 1s divided for its

tull length to open into apron-iike form, and

concealed means for securing the odoe's of

said body together to impart Thereto the AP-
pearance of bemo continuous throughout.

2: In a skirt, a body portmn divided at its
back whereby to open for the tull length
thereof, means for securing the lower por-
tions of the skirt together, other means for se-
curing the upper portion or placket in closed
condltmn, and tangibly appreciable means
demm'catlon between the
placket opening and the lower portion of the
<kart, CSthLulltl’lHy as and for the purpose
c,,eqelmt,d o |

3. In a 51{11"’5, a, body portion divided at its

baclk whereby to open for its tull length,

NEATNS 101 clmum the placket portion and
means for securing that portion below the
p]achet in closed condition including 1n-

wardly pro]ectmo buttons at the edge of the

outer fold or the body adapted to engage

complementary button-holes at the edﬂe of

the inner fold thereot to impart to the bochy
the appearance of b(,mﬂ continuous through-
ont.

4. Tn a skart, a body portmn divided at its
back whereby {0 open for 1ts full length, and
means for securing the same in closed con-
dition inel udmg mwardly projecting buttons
at the edge of the outer fold of the body
acapted to eneage Co: nplementmv button-
holes at the {Jdﬂe of the inner fold thereof,
and means for (,10511'10 the upper portion or
placket of the Shlrt 1inc:
jecting outwardly from the edge of the in-

ner fold and complementary button holes 1n

the edge of the 011te]: told.
5. T a skirt, a body portion divided at its

back whereby fo open tor 1ts Tull length, and
means for securing the same in closed con-

cdition mecluding imwardly projecting but-
tons at the edge of the outer fold of the
body adapted to engage complementary but-
ton-holes at the edge of the inner fold there-

of, and means for closing the upper portion

or placket of the skirt 111(3111(11110 buttons pro-
jecting outwardly from the ur]ﬂe of the
Inner i:old and complementary button-holes
in the edge of the outer fold, 1n combination
with means for concealing said last men-
h'oned buttons when the skirt 1s in use.

. In a dress skirt, a body portion continu-

ous save at its back where it is divided for its
full length to open into apron-like form, and

luding buttons pro-
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tinuous.

concealed means for securing the edges of
the lower portion of said body together to
impart thereto the appearance of being con-

7. In a skirt, means for closing the

placket comprising a series of buttons se-

cured to the under fold adapted to engage
complementary button-holes in the outer
told and means for concealing the buttons
when the placket is closed, sald means for

securing the buttons in place including a.

tape having a loop engaging each button
and said tape being secured to the under
fold whereby the loop projects outwardly
toward the edge of the skirt. -

8. In a skirt, means for closing the
placket comprising a series of buttons se-
curec. to the under fold adapted to engage
complementary button-holes in the outer
fold, and a plait for concealing the buttons
when the placket is closed, said means for
securing the buttons in place including a
tape having a loop engaging ecach button
and said tape being secured to the under

fold whereby the loop projects outwardly

toward the edge of the skirt.

V. In a skirt, means for -closing the

placket comprising a series of buttons se- |

curved to the under fold adapted to engage
complementary button - holes in the outer
told, and a plait for concealing the buttons

when the placket is closed, said means for

securing the buttons in place including a

tape having a loop engaging each button

and said tape being secured to the under
fold whereby the loop projects outwardly
toward the edge of the skirt and an oppo-
sitely  arranged plait meeting said first
named plait. - o

10. In a garment provided with an open
portion enabling the same to be adjusted
to the user, means for closing said opening

020,476

meluding a series of buttons and comple-

mentary button-holes at the .edges to be

counected, the means for securing the but-

tons i place comprising a tape having a

loop to engage each button, and said tape

3

being secured whereby the loop projects
toward the edge of that portion of the gar-

ment to which it is attached. -
11. In a garment provided with an open _

portion enabling the same to be adjusted to

the wuser, means for closing said opening
mcluding a series of buttons and comple-
mentary button-holes at the edges to be con-

nected, the means for securing the buttons

m place comprising a tape having a loop to

engage each button, and said tape being tied
beneath the button and secured whereby the

loop projects toward the-edge of that por-
tion of the garment to which it is attached.-

12. In a skirt, means for closing the

55
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placket comprising a series of buttons se- -
cured to the under fold in a manner to have

a substantial freedom of movement edge-
wise and adapted to engage complementary

65

button-holes in the outer fold, and means
for concealing the buttons and the securing

means therefor when the placket is closed.

13. In a garment provided with an open
portion enabling the same to be fitted to the
~user, means for closing said opening com-

prising buttons and complementary button

70

holes at the edges to be connected, the means

for securing the buttons in place comprising
tape loops engaging the buttons, and said
loops being tied beneath the buttons.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses. |

WILLIAM PADERNACHT.

Witnesses: o
Jos. H. Mmans,
G. A. Marvin.,
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