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MATCH-BOX.
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A']_Jp_licatién filed December 17, 1908. Serial No. 468,029,

Patented J uly 27, 1909, .

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Epwarp Kiiis, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Chicago,

in the county of Cook and State of Illinois,

have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Match-Boxes, of which the |

following is a specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings. '
This invention is an improved
match box having means for automatically
igniting the matches as they are drawn
therefrom. o -
The object of the

invention is to provide

a match box or safe of this character which

will be more simple and less expensive than
devices of the kind heretofore produced and
which will be at the same time stronger and
more durable and also more convenient to
fill with matches. o - _-

With the above object in view, the mven-
tion consists of the novel construction illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, In
which— e --

- Figures 1 and 2 are perspective views ol

the complete match box or safe looking to-

ward opposite sides of the same; Kig. 3 1s a
perspective view of the body member of the
box; Ifig. 4 is a similar view of the cover
member; and Figs. 5 and 6 are longitudinal
and transverse sectional views.
The improved match box consists ol a
body member 1 and a cover member 2 each

of which is formed from a single metal blank

by suitably cutting and bending the same.

s The body member 1 has a square portion 3

which forms the back of the box and bent
up at right angles from its opposite sides
are portions or wings 4 which form the side
walls of the body. The longitudinal edges
of the sides 4 are bent inwardly at right an-
oles to form retaining flanges 5 for the cover

member 2, which latter is adapted to form

the front of the box. The bottom of the
box is formed by bending the bottom edge

5 of the back portion 3 inwardly and upwardly

into substantially U-form, as shown m Kig.
5, the upper edge 7 of said curved or rounded

bottom portion having its ends projecting

under the lower ends of the flanges 5 and
spaced therefrom to permit of the insertion
of the top or cover member 2, as will be
readily understood upon reference to both
Figs. 5 and 6 of the drawings. The top of
the box is open so that the ends of the match
stems may project therefrom as seen In

[Mg. 1, and when it is desired to automatic- | lower end or stop 9 engages the bottom 6 of
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the inner face of the back

upper edge.

ally ignite the matches as they are drawn
from the box, a suitable roughened or ignit-
ing surface 8 is provided; preferably, upon
_ x portion 3 at its
As illustrated, the strilking
surface or member 8 is formed by thickenmg
or flanging the upper edge of the back por-

notches in said flanged or thickened portion,

| as will be understood upon reference to the
drawings.  The top.or cover member 2 1s

made from a piece of resilient metal and is
of rectangular form, its lower end being bent
substantially at right angles to form a

curved portion 9 adapted to serve both as a
stop and a finger piece. 'This lower end 9-
of the cover member has a curvature corre-

sponding to that of the curved bottom 6 ol
the box so that it will serve as a stop to

limit the inward or upward movement of

the cover member when it engages sald bot-
tom; but its extreme edge is so shaped as to
be slightly spaced from the bottom 6 of the

box, as shown at 10 in Fig. 5, in order that

the thumb or finger may be readily engaged

with said projecting end to slide the cover
‘member downwardly or outwardly. B

"The upper portion of the top or cover
member 2 is bent or ofiset slightly i a trans-

verse direction, as shown at 11, so that its
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tion 3 and then forming a row of V-shaped
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upper extremity 12 serves as a retaning
member or tongue to press the stems of the

‘matches against the roughened igniting por-

tion or teeth 8 and thereby eflfectively pre-
venting the matches {from dropping out ol
the open top of the box. The resiliency of
the metal from which the cover member 2 1s

formed causes its bent or offset upper portion

12 to spring inwardly and frictionally engage
the match stems and press them against the

90

ionjting surface or teeth8sothat the matches

will not only be retained in the box but will

be automatically ignited as they are drawn

out of the same. .

In use, when it is desired to fill the box
with matches its cover member 2 1s removed
and a row of matches placed upon the back

100

portion 3 with their heads inserted in the

curved or U-shaped bottom 6, as seen i Kig.

5. The cover member 2 is then shpped mto

position by inserting its upper edge beneath
the curved lower ends of the retaining flanges
5 and the projecting portion or flange 7 of the

‘bottom 6 and then forcing the cover mem-
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ber upwardly over the matches until its bent
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grasped between the

quickly

peculiar construction of the cover enables it
to serve not only as a cover but also as a |
match retaining means and a co-acting por-
tion of the automatic match igniting means.

-2

the box. The latter is of less height than

‘the length of the match stems so that their

upper ends project out of the open end of the

box, as seen in Iig. 1, and may be readily
| ingers and pulled out-
wardly. As above stated, the resiliency of
Iset upper portion or tongue 12 causes

the o
the matches to be frictionally retained-in the

box and as they are drawn out of the same
causes ‘their heads to be ignited by contact

with the roughened surface or teeth 8, as will

be readily understood. @

Irom the foregoing it will be seen that the
mvention is exceedingly simple in -construe-

tion and may therefore be produced at a very
small cost.

t. It consists of merely two small
metal -blanks which may be quickly and in-

expensively made by the use of proper ma-
chines and which are strong and durable and |
cannot be broken or otherwise injured to ren-
der the device useless.  The provision of the

removable cover enables. the box to be
1lled or loaded with matches and the

The device is also exceedingly compact in
form so that i1t may be conveniently carried
1 the vest pocket. - o

Having thus deseribed the invention what

18 claimed s

1. A pocket match box ct)mprising.'a' .bcid;y

member formed from a single blank and hav-
g an open.top and{ront, a closed back, side

walls bent up from the opposite edges of the

side, cover retaining flanges bent inwardly

irom the side walls, a bottom bent up from

the bottom -edge of the back portion, and .a

cover member formed from a single piece of

resilient-material and having.its bottom.edge

bent to form a stop portion to engage -the

bottom of the box, the upper portion of said
cover member :being bent or offset to form
an inwardly projecting match retaining
tongue to engage the match stems and press |
them against the back portion of the body-to |
Irctionally retain them in the box.

2. A-pocket match box comprising a body
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member formed from a single blank and hav-
mg an open top and front, a closed back,
side walls bent up from the opposite edges of
the side, cover retaining flanges bent in-
wardly from the side walls, a bottom bent up
from the bottom edge of the back portion, a
cover member formed from a single piece of
resiltent material and having its bottom edge
bent to form a stop portion to engage the
bottom of the box, said cover member being
bent or offset to form an inwardly projecting
maten retaining tongue to engage the mateh

stems and press them against the back por-

tion of the body to frictionally retain them
in the box, and means at the open top of the

box whereby the matches will be automat-

1cally ignited as they are drawn out of the

same. _

3. A pocket match box.comprising a body
member formed from a single blank and
having an open top and front, a closed back

portion formed .at its upper.edge with an in-

wardly projecting enlargement or flange

notched to provide a row of match igniting

teeth, side walls bent-upwardly from the op-

posite edges of the back portion, cover .re-
taining flanges bent inwardly from said side

walls and a bottom bent upwardly from the

lower edge of the back portion and having its
edge or

ange extending under but :spaced
from the lower ends of the cover retaining
anges, and.a cover member formed from .a

single piece.of resilient material and having

against the igniting teeth when they
drawn out of the
scribed.

its lower end bent to form a stop to engage

the bottom of the body and also to:form -a
hnger piece spaced from said bottom, the
upper portion of the cover member being

bent inwardly .or offset .to provide a resilient
match stem engaging tongue to retain the
matches 1n the box and press :their heads
are
box, substantially as-de-

In testimony whereof I hereunto aflix my

signature in the presence.of two witnesses.

EDWARD ELLIS.
Withesses:
JaMmes . DRAKE,
SADIE A. MEYER.
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