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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD ALCOTT, &

“citizen of the United States, residing at 111
“ Broadway, in the city of New York, in the

county of New York and State of New York,

have invented certain new and useful Tm-
“provements in Pavements, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification; reference leing had
therein to the accompanying drawing.

" This invention relates to the subject of
paving, and it has particularly in view novel
means for retaining in use the worn blocks
of a pavement so that the uneven top sur-
faces thereof will be caused to wear smooth,
and thereby provide a practically noiseless
roadway, and at the same time permitting
the old blocks to be continuously 1n use,
thus materially cheapening the cost of the
pavement and also prolonging its life.

" The invention is of special value for use
in connection with the common type of sub-

stantially oblong blocks of granite or the

" like which are laid with one of their flat
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face of the block becomes ‘‘humped®’ or
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edges uppermost, the blocks being suitahbly
spaced by the interposed filling material,
such as tar or other binding material. In
practical use the edges of the blocks become

worn on account of the pounding upon the

same by horses and also by the wheels of
vehicles, so that in a short time the top sur-

rounded, which makes the roadway slippery,

‘and also causing the traffic thereover to be

exceedingly noisy, so much so that the
blocks have to be discarded, and new blocks
substituted therefor. . I |

It is the primary aim of the present Inven-
tion to provide a key to be fitted between

“‘humped’” blocks, so as to cause the traflic

to exert its greatest force upon the centers
or ‘‘humped’” portions thereof, so as to
~ause said “‘hump’’ to be worn smooth.

In carrying out the objects of the mven-
tion generally stated above, 1t will, of course,
be understood that the essential features
thereof ave necessarily susceptible of modi-
fication, certain preferred and practical em-

bodiments of whicheare shown in the accomn-
panying drawings, wherein: -
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion
of 2 roadway showing the rise of the 1m-
proved wedging keys in position uvetween
the paving blocks. Iig. 2 is a detail cross

sectional view of two paving blocks, showing
the.use of keys between the meeting ends

1 thereof.

ed edges 3 of the paving

‘mation which merges into sal

hereof. Fig. 3 is a perspective view-of a
modified type of key. -

Referring to the drawings, and more par-

ticularly to Fig. 1 thereof, it will be seen
that the improved paving has been shown
as composed of
which are of a substantially oblong shape
and arranged so that their upper surface

projects transversely ot the direction of traf-

fic.. This is the common arrangement, and

the blocks have beea shown as they appear
after having been in use for some time, the
central portions 2 thereof being ‘‘humped”

and their edges 3 rounded. Said blocks are
arranged so as to hreak joint, and between

keys are interposed..

.. The wedging keys shown in Fig. 1 are all
and construction, each

of the same shape
being provided with a widened and flattened

' head 4, the side edges of which overhang ‘and

are rounded on their under side as indicated

by the numeral 5, so as to have an interlock-

ing and nesting engagement with the round-
_ ing blocks, so that the

top surface of the heads 4 will prevent the
traffic from coming in contact with sald
rounded edges- and cause the same to be
directly: on the “humped” central portion 2.
The body 6 of the keys is of a tapering for-
~ rounded

under side 5 of the head 4 on an easy curve.
In Fig. 1, the side wedges have been desig-

nated generally by the numera! 7 and the end

keys by the numeral 8. .The keys are,

the usual granite blocks 1,
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the meeting edge of said blocks the improved
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preferably, of white oak or other suitable
wood, which may be the waste ends from

mills. Said keys are quarter-sawed so as to

be arranged to present their grains.trans-

versely of the direction of traffic, the grain of

the wedges 7 being indicated by thie nunmeral

9 and shown ruaning longitudinally thereof,

and the grain of the key 8 being designated
by the numeral 10 and shown running trans-
- versely thereof.

‘As will be understood from

this arrangement of keys, the traflic 1s across

the grains with the result that the topsurfaces.

thereof are spread out to extend over the
edge portion of the blocks go as to form &
level surface by means ol which the full force
of traffic is directed to the central portion
of the blocks. o I
In Fig. 3, the key 11 is shown as-of a flat
wedge stfla,pe. This keyis used in the same

| way the key of the preferred embodiments,
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- mmeans of the described key,
blocks may
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of course, the heads are not adapted for
nterlocking engagement with the edges of
the blocks. ' . '

It will be seen from the foregoing that by
the old and worn
be continued in use for the reason
that said keys form a smooth bridging sur-
face over the meeting edges of said blocks

which in addition to providing means for.
directing the force of the traffic to the raised

or ““humped”” portion of the blocks, also ob-
viate the disagreeable noise incidental to the
contact of the horses’ feet and vehicles with
the edges of the blocks, and further, the
wooden surfaces form a firm gripping surface
forthe feet of horses so as to prevent slipping.
What I claim is: ' |
1. A pavement comprising a plurality of
blocks, wooden keys adapted to be inter-
posed between the meeting ends and sides
thereof, said keys having their grain running

‘transversely of the direction of traffic so that

the top surfaces of said wedges will be spread
over adjoining blocks. ‘ |
2. A pavement comprising paving-blocks,

and wooden keys interposed between the

meeting sides and ends of said blocks and

provided with overhanging side edges adapt- |
ed for interlocking engagement with the |
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and performs the same functions, excepting, | edges of said blocks, said wedges beine an-

ranged so.that their erain will be transverse] v
of the direction of trafhie. | o

3. & -deviee of the character described,
comprising a- wooden key having a flat
widened head, and a tapering body, suid kkev
being adapted for interposition between
paving-blocks with its grain running trans-
versely of the direction of traffic.

4. A device of the character descriled,
comprising a wooden key having a flat

widened head and o tapering body, said

head overhanging said body, said key being

wl

acdapted for interposition between the meet..

ing faces of building blocks and naving its
grain running transversely to the direction

of trafiic.

5. A device of the character described,
comprising a wedge shaped wooden key

adapted for insertion between meeting faces

of paving blocks with its grain running
transversely to the direction of traflic so thal

the top surface thereof will be spread over

sald blocks.

In testimony whereof I hereunto aflix Ty

signature in presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD ALCOTT.
Witnesses: '
S. A. Torry,
"H. Jostan DovyLk.
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