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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that I, CHARLES
LAKE, a citizen of the
“at St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, have in-

T. WEsT-

5 vented a new and useful Improvement m |

Coupler Draw-Bar Pockets for Locomotive-
Engines and the Like, of which the following

is a specification. _ _
My invention relates to the coupler draw-
10 bar pocket of a locomotive engine frame, also
applicable to a railroad car or other vehicle
frame. . ' | -
~ Ordinarily, the coupler draw-bar pocket
is fixed to the front side of the engine pilot-
15 beam by bolts inserted honzontally or trans-
versely through the rear flange or member of
the pocket and through the front wall of the
beam, whereby, irr the operation of the draw-
bar and consequent downward stress on the

20
ened and so cause the pocket to be tilted out-

ward at the top or fall away from its proper

bearing against the beam.
. My invention has for its object to over-

25 come this defect and consists in features of

novelty as hereinafter described and claimed,

reference being had to the accompanying
drawing forming part of this specification,
- whereon, | S
30 '
-+ proved coupler draw-bar pocket applied to
the pilot-beam of a locomotive engine; Fig.

. 2, a vertical longitudinal section thereof on

line 2, 2, in Fig. 1;-Fig. 3, a vertical trans-
verse section through the coupler-shank on |

. line 3, 3, in Fig. 1, showing the pbcket and

middle portion of the pilot-beam in front ele-
- vation, and Fig. 4, a view corresponding to
- Fig. 1, of the pocket (broken away), showing
the application thereto of side centering

* gprings for the coupler-shank. -
¢ Like letters and numerals of reference de-
- note like parts in all the figures.

» the middle portion of a locomotive engine
* pilot-beam composed preferably, of-cast steel
~ and box-shaped in cross section, and b the

coupler draw-bar pocket to be attached
“thereto, the pocket b in the present case be-

o0 ]al:flg preferably closed at its inner end and
- adapted to receive the ““buffing” spring 1,

follower plate 2, and coupler-shank 3, which

is slotted longitudinally and pivoted hori-

+ zontac.llaﬁto the walls of the pocket b by the

55 vertically arranged pin 4. . Or the coupler-

United States, residing |

-a rearwardly projecting horizontal

| fixed by

pocket, the bolts are liable to become loos-

Figure 1, is a top plan view of 'my im-

‘5 and plate 6 being preferably,

| shank 3 may be pii‘roteﬁ to the pocket b

without the spring and follower as the case

maiy' be. - , - .
n carrying out my invention- the rear
flange or vertical'member 5 of the pocket b 60
which is adapted to bear against the front
side of the beam a and secured thereto by the
horizontal bolts 5/, is formed at the to witlg
pilace |
which is adapted to extend across and bear 65
upon the top of the beam a to which it 18
bolts 7 passed vertically, prefer-
ably, through bosses 8 formed therefor on the
plate 6, an% through the beam ¢ as shown,
the pocket b with its rear flange or member 70
reinforced by
parallel ribs ¢ extending from the outer end
or mouth of the pocket b and intersecting theé
bosses 8 on the plate 6. T
The plate 6 along its rear edge is prefer-
ably formed with & depending flange or lip 10
which is adapted to overlap and bear against
the rear side of the beam a, while on the un-

75

' derside of the plate 6, preferably around and

between the openings therethrough for the
bolts 7, is preferably formed a projection 11
which is adapted to engage in a correspond-

80

ingly shaped opening 11’ formed-through the

top wall or equivalent part of the beam a,
the flange or lip 10 and the projection 11 be- 85
either used together, or one without the

in
.ot%er. as found most suitable in practice.

Refeiripg to Figs. 1, 2, and 3, a represents’

Furthermore, the rear flange or member 5 of
the pocket b is formed at the bottom,. or

thereabout along the underside of the pocket 90

b, with a vertically depending rib or lug 12

.| 11’ through the beam a, in a correspondin

tively, with the rear side of and the opening

which in assembling the parts, engages
simultaneously with the engagement of the
flange or lip 10 and projection 11 respec- o5
opening 12’ formed through a flange 13 which -
nrojects herizontally from the front side of

the beam a preferably at the bottom, and 18

integral therewith as shown, whereby the 100 |

‘pocket b is interlocked with, and firmly se-

cured by the bolts 5’ and 7 to, the beam &, so,

‘that.in the operation of the coupler-shank 3

and consequent downward stress and tend-
ency to loosen the bolts 5, the pocket b is
prevented from corresponding play and 1fs
normal proper position and bearing against
the front side of the beam ¢ maintained at
all times. * -

In cases where the construction of the 1190

105



S the beam ¢ alone, in

16

20

25

beam @ prevents the ase of the overlapping
flange or lip 10 agamst its rear side, the

pocket b is interlocked with the beam a by its |

projection 11 through the opening therefor in
in combination or not with
the bottom rib or lug 12. '

Fig. 4, shows a pocket &’ having its side
walls adapted to receive housings 14 for the
side centering springs 15 of the coupler-

10 shank 3, but otherwise is similar in construc-

tion to the pocket b before described.
What I claim as my invention and desire
to secure by Letters Patent is:— '

1. The combination with a locomotive.
pilot-beam, of a coupler draw-bar pocket

having a rear member adapted to bear
gainst the front side of the beam, a plate pro-
jecting rearwardly from the said member
across, and against the top of the beam, a
projection on the underside of the plate adapt-
ed to engage 1n a corresponding opening in
the beam thereat, and means for fixing ‘the
pocket to the beam, substantially as de-
scribed. |

2. The combination with & locomotive

pilot-beam, of a coupler draw-barpockethav- |
ing a rear member adapted to bear against |

the front side of thé beam, a plate projecting

029,082

rearwardly from the said member across, and
against the top of the beam, and overlapping
the rear side thereof, a flange projectin
horizontally from the front of the %-eam ang
having an opening therethrough, a lug de-
pendent from the underside of thepocketand
adapted to engage in the said opening, and
means for fixing the pocket to the beam, sub-
stantially as described. )

3. The combination with a locomotive

pilot-beam, of acouplerdraw-barpocket hav-.

ing a rear member adapted to bear against
the front side of the beam, a plate projecting
rearwardly from the said member across,
and against the top of the beam, a projection

on the underside of the plate adapted to en-

gage In a corresponding opening in the beam
thereat, a ‘flange projecting horizontally
from the front of the beam and having an
opening therethrough, a lug dependent from
the underside of the pocket and adapted to
engage 1n the said opening, and nieans for
fixing the pocket to the beam, subatantially
as described. ., .
CHARLES T. WESTLAKE.
- Witnesses: _
) Har C. BELLVILLE,

Epwarp W. FUrRrRELL:
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