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To all whom wt may concern: |
Be 1t known that I, CrarLEs C. HoLcoMB,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at
_ Rlchmond in the county of Wayne “and
5 State of Indlana have invented a certain
new and usetful Bunal—Shnt of Whlch the
following 1s a specification.
My invention relates to what are termed,

in general, as burial garments and the ob]ect '

10 thereof 1s to pr ovide a shirt so made as to be
readily and conveniently applied by the un-
‘dertaker, such shirt not being in the form of
a dicky nor a part of or att‘whed to the coat
and vest as in ordinary burial garments.

15 a result of the provision of my form of burial
shirt, the garments can be adjusted and ap-
plled to corpses of different sizes and heights
and at the same time the appearance of the

ordinary or natural clothes is more nearly
20 attained.

As 1s well known, in a case of the ordinary

burial garments, the coat and vest are pro-
vided with a so called dicky which 1s sewed

or secured permanently to the inside of the
25 burial suit, with the result that there is no

relative a,d]ustment possible between the suit
and the shirt, thereby preventing the proper
fitting of the g carments.
form of burial s shirt, I overcome this objection,
30 inasmuch as such shirt which resembles an or-
dinary shirt in a general way, is not designed
to be fastened to the suit, but is applied and

used as a separate garment adjustable with

respect to the suit and provided with means

35 for adjusting the size of the neck-band.

Moreover, my burial shirt is so made that it

may be readﬂy applied by the undertaker

and 1s furthermore provided with sleeves ter-

minating in cuffs or in wrist-bands with de-

40 tachable cufls, whereas in the usual practice

o shirt at all is provided, but simply the so

called dicky and separate cuffs which are
pinned or secured in the coat sleeves.

My form of burial shirt possesses many

45 other advantages chief among which may be

mentioned the point that a variety of styles

of shirt and shirt bosom may be provided to

suit the tastes of different purchasers, from

which follows the additional advantage that

50 a great variety of combinations of suit and
shirt may be provided, inasmuch as the shirt
1s separate from the suit. Another advan-
tage of my form of bural shirt 1s due to the

presence of regular sleeves which give the |

As

With the use of my

ff

natural form and &ppeamnce to the coat
sleeves, 1t heing understood that in the usual
burial garment no shirt sleeves at all are pro-
vided and that consequently the coat sleeves
lack the proper form or set. Besides these
features of advantage may be mentioned that

which arises in selling the burial garments

and the other accessories and which 1 1S based

upon the fact that the burtal shirt 1s not a

sham kut a complete article which may Le

freely exhibited to the purchaser (whether he
be acquainted with the usual sham character

of burial garments or not) without any lia-
bility of losmg that confidence of the pur-
chaser which would

carment, as Well as of the other accessories of

a, hurial. |
“Referring to the drawings, Flgme 1 is a
front elevation of the burial shirt with the

collar and neck-tie in place; Fig. 2 a rear ele-

vation thereof; Fig. 3 an elevation of a por-

tion of the shnt W".lth the collar and neck-tie
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prevent his sale Gf the
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removed and illustrating the neck band and - ._
fastening tapes; I'ig. 4 a rear elevation of the -

middle upper portion of the shirt illustrating
the neck band and the fastening t‘LpGS HFig. 5
a section taken on the line 5—5 of Tm~ 1

80

such section being taken through the neck—- .

tie, collar and collarhand; ; ¥1g. 6 a plan view ol
the collar detached, and fw 7 a detml sectwn

| of the collar and collar band

In the present embodiment of ..:ny inven-

tion as illustrated in the drawings, the burial

shirt comprises a front portion 1, a bosom 2

‘and a-back formed in two portwns 3 3, to-

gether with. the sleeves 4 4 which here termi-
nate in cuffs 5 5. As shown and by prefer-
ence, the front of the shirt terminates prac-
tmall at the lower end of the bosom while
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the back portions 3 3 terminate some dis-

tance above the lower end or edge of the
front portion. However, to satlsfy some of

the trade, the front and back of the shirt may
be made o‘f the usual instead of the abbrew—

| ated length. The back of the shirt is thus

divided or split all the way down, thus form-
ing the two portions 3 3 already Teferred to,
Wlth the result that the undertaker is enabled
to readily and conveniently apply the shirt
to the corpse.

The shirt 1s so made that the neck band
may be adjusted to fit different sizes of neck,

and hkewise the collar ma,rked 6, which 1s

prefembly formed in g single piece open at the
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back, is arranged to be fitted to different | cieilﬂy, in the manner described, the tapes

sizes of neck. To this end, the collar which |

1s here shown in the form of a turn-down
collar, is secured in suitable manner to the
front of the shirt, that is to the top of the
bosom where the ordinary front shirt button
comes and also by preference secured on op-
posite sides part way around the neck band
2s shown at 7 1in Fig. 4. In the present in-
stance the neck-tie which is showh as a bow
tie 8 1s secured to the neck band 9 of the shirt
by means of a staple 10 and the same may he
further secured as shown in Fig. 7 to the edges
of the collar by sewing the same at 11. The
collar and neck-tie are attached to and form

~a more or less permanent part of the shirt
1tself so that it is only necessary to fit the

rear ends of the collar band and collar in the
méanner ow to be described.

My object in providing the novel form of

burial shirt forming the subject matter of this
application is not only to provide a burial
shirt resembling an ordinary shirt and adapt-
ed for this particular purpose but also to pro-
vide a style and size of burial shirt capable

of use on different sizes of ¢orpses. To this

end, 1 make provision for increasing or di-
minishing the size of the neck band and size

of the collar as the case may require. In the

present instance, I provide the neck band of
the shirt with two strings or tapes 12 whose

~ mner ends are secured in suitable manmner, as
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by sewing, to such shirt band at points be-
yond the open end thereof, that is' at the
back portion of the shirt, as clearly indicated
1n Iigs. 3 and 4, where the shivt is illustrated
without the collar in place. Each of these
tapes 1s passed through a pair of openings 13
in the flap 6 of the collar and thence through
another opening 14 in the collar proper.
These openings or holes 13 and 14 are formed
in the collar some distance from the ends
thereof to permit of the desired adjustment
in the size of the collar and neck band, and
the tapes or strings are laced therethrough
m such manner, as indicated in the drawings,
that the drawing together of the tapes will
draw together the ends of the collar, as well

as. the neck band and thereby constrict the |
size of the shirt band and collar to accommo- |
date the particular corpse. When the collar !
and neck band have been drawn togethersuffi- |

are tied together.

It will thus be seen that the burial shirt is
not only so made as to resemble an ordinary
shirt by being provided with the main por-
tions thereof, including the sleeves and cuffs
and the separate bosom, but also made in
such manner that it may be readily applied
by the undertaker and be properly fitted so
as to give the natural appearance of this par-
ticular garment. The form of burial shirt
thus also obtains the various other advan-
tages hereinbefore noted.

I claim: .
- 1. A burial shirt comprising a front por-
tion with a bosom, sleeves, and a back por-
tion split from top to bottom, a colldr open
at the back and attached to the froint of the

~shirt, and tapes secured to the back portion

of the shirt and laced through openings nesdr

tapes are drawn together and tied the collat
and back of the shirt will be simultaneously
drawn together to form different sizes of col-
lar and neck band. |

2. A bunial shirt compiising a front por-
tion with & bosom, sleeves, and a back pot-
tion spht from top to bottom, a collar sub-

‘stantially permanently secured to the neck

band of the shirt at the front thereof and at
the sides and open at the back, and tapes
secured to the back of the shirt on either side
of the line of spht and laced through open-
ings near the ends of the collar. ' '
3. A burial shirt comprising a front por-
tion with a bosom 2, sleeves 4, and a back
portion 3 split from top to bottom, a collar 6
open at the baek and attached to the front

of the shirt, said collar having nedr its ends
pairs of openings 13, and tapeés secured to the

back portion of the shirt at some distance on
etther side of the slit therein, and laced
through said openings 13, whereby when

 such tapes are drawn together, the collar and

back of the shirt will be simultaneously
drawn together to form different sizes of col-
lar and neck band. ' |

CHARLES C. HOLCOMB.
Witnesses: .
Evererr R. LEMon,

RoBERT D VINNEY.
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the ends of the collar, whereby when such
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