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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Garnaxo W. Woop, a.

citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Lous, Missouri, have invented a certain new

and useful Dmprovement in Handle-Con-

necting Devices for Suit-Cases, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which 1t appertains to make and use
the same.

This Invention relates to devices for con-
necting handles to suitcases and similar arti-
“cles. o |

The main object of my invention is to

provide a device of the character described
that will securely connect a handle to a

sultcase and also reinforce and strengthen

that portion of the suitease to which the

handle 18 fastened. - |
Another object is to provide a device of
the character described which is so con-
structed that it can be connected to the suit-
case without the aid of rivets or separate
rastening devices. ' B

Another object is to provide a handle-
connecting device that can be manufactured

at a low cost and which presents a neat and
ornamental appearance to the suitcase. And

~still another object is to provide a suitcase

handle-connecting device that will permit
the handle to swing transversely of the suit-
case and also longitudinally thereof, thus
permitting the suitcase to have a slight lon-
ortudinal swinging movement when it is
being carried. S

Other objects and desirable features of my
invention will be hereinafter pointed out.

If1igure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view of a portion of a suitcase provided
with my improved handle-connecting de-

vice; If1g. 2 18 a perspective view oi said

device detached from the suitcase and han-

dle; and Mg, 3 is an enlarged vertical sec-

tional view taken on approximately the line
3—3 of Figo 1. I

Referring to the drawing which illus-
trates the preferrved form of my invention,
1 designatles the top wall of a suitcase, and
2 designates a handle that is connected to
sald top wall by two of my improved han-
dle-connecting devices. Xach of these de-
vices prelerably consists of a flat strip of

metal bent to form a top portion or top

plate 3 that lies upon the outside of the top

+

wall 1 of the suitcase, a portion 4 that passes
nrough an opening in the top wall of the
suitcase and extends along the under side

thereof, as shown in ¥ig. 3, so as to form

an 1nside plate, an integral eye or curved
portion 5 on one end of the top plate 3 for
receiving a ring ¢ connected to the handle,
and 1ntegral legs 7 and 8 on said eye and
top plate, respectively, that pass through the
top wall of the suitcase and through open-
ings 7* and 8* in the portion 4 that extends
along the under side of the top wall of the
suitcase, sald legs 7 and 8 having pointed
ends and being adapted to be bent laterally,

“as shown in Fig. 3, so as to connect the de-

vice to the suitcase. The top plate 8 is pref-
erably wider than the eye 5 and the portion
4, and the leg § 1s formed by partially sev-

ering the central portion of the top plate 3

and bending 1t downwardly, as shown in
g, 2. - | o

I prefer to interpose a piece of leather 9,
or other suitable non-metallic material, be-
tween the handle-connecting device and the
top wall of the suitcase so as to reinforce
and strengthen that portion of said top wall
which 1s subjected to the greatest strain.

I also prefer to have this reinforcing piece

9 extend mto the eye or curved portion 5

of the top plate, as shown in Fig. 3, so as to
“Torm a non-metallic lining for same and
thus prevent the ring 6 on the handle from
rubbing upon or contacting with a metallic
portion of the device which secures sald
“handle to the suitcase. The top plate 3 and
the 1nside plate 4 of the connecting device
‘are long enough so that they will have an
‘extended bearing on the top wall of the
suitcase and thus reduce the liability of said |
1 top wall tearing or breaking as very
~oceurs 1n constructions wherein the handle-
- connecting device has a comparatively small

often

bearing suriace on the top wall of the suit-

| case.. Another advantage of such a con-

struction 1s that 1t permits a slight longi-

tudinal swinging movement of the suitcase
when 1t 1s being carried for the codperating

eyes 5 anda rings 6 produce a pivotal connec-
tion between the handle and suitcase, said

rings also permitting the handle to swing

transversely or drop into an approximately
horizontal position when the suitcase is not

‘being carried. No rivets or separate fasten-

ings are used for securing the device to the
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suitcase for the legs 7 and 8 are adapted to
be bent laterally so as to clamp the inside
plate 4 against the top wall of the suitcase,
and this absence of rivets or separate fasten-

g devices not only reduces the cost of

manufacture but it also improves the ap-
pearance of the suitcase. The device can be
nanufactured at a low cost for it can be
stam l_feﬂ out of a strip of metal and then

bent into the shape shown 1n f1g. 2 by sult-
able cies. The operation of connecting the

device to the suitcase is also very Slmple and
can be accomplished quickly for the legs 7
and 8 and the portion 4 are first 1llsel'ted 1N
openings provided for them ] 1 the top Wﬂll
of the suitcase and then bent into the posi-
tion shown 1 Fig. 3. While 1 have herein
shown my 1111pr0ved device used for connect-
ing a handle to a suitcase, it will, of course,
be obvious that 1t could be used for connect-
ing handles to other articles without depart-
ing from the spirit of my invention.
Hmrmo* thus described my mvention, what

T claim as new and desire to secure_by Let-
ters Patent is: |

1. A handle-connecting device, comprising

a top plate adapted to lle outside of the ar-

ticle to which the handle is to be comlected |

an inside plate integrally .connected to said
top plate and adapted to be arranged on the

“inner side of said article parallel to sa,ld top

plate, an integral member on one of said
phf‘es for engaging ‘the other plate, and
means On S said t0p phte to which a handle
fﬂn be fastened. -
2. A handle-connecting device, comprising
a top plate, an inside. plate 111teo‘m11y con-
nect&ct to one end of same and adapted to be
arranged parallel to said top phte on the
inside of the article to which the handle 1s
connected, an integral member on one of said
plates thft‘t 1S adapted to pass through the
other plate and then bent laterally over
same to retain it in position, and an integral

device on said top phte to which a h‘mdle

can be connected.
9

3. A device for the purpose deSCI'lb“d
comprising a top plate provided with an
integral portion that is adapted to be in-
serted through one wall of the article to

which the devme is connected and then bent

_htemﬂy over the inner face of said wall so

that it extends parallel to said top plate, a
leg on said top plate that is adapted to pass
hrouoh said wall and said inside portion
and then be bent laterally so as to lap over

said inside portion, and an eye or curved
peruon on said top piate provided with a
leg that 1s adapted to be inserted through
said wall and then bent into enﬂaoement
with said inside portion.

4. As a new article of manufacture, a
handle-connecting device consisting of a top
plate provided 2l one end with an 111Lenlall
portion that is adapted to be bent later ally

I
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into such a position that it extends parallel
to said top plate, said top plate and laterally
| bent portion belno adapted to lie on opposite
sides of the top Wall of the article to which
the handle is connected, an integral eye or
loop on said top plate, and means formed
integral with said top plate for retaining
saict J@teraﬂy oent portion in position.

5. As a new article of manufacture, a
handle-connecting device consisting ot a top
plate provided at one end with an integral

portion that is adapted to be bent laterally

into such a position that 1t extends parallel
to said top plate, an integral eye or loop on
sald top plate, and 111teorftl legs on said top
plate and eye that are aday pted to pass
through openings in said laterally bent por-
tion and then bent over to engage and retain

~said portion in position.

6. As a new article of manufacture, a
handle - connecting device consisting of a
sheet metal plate prmrlded at one end with
an integral portion that 1s adapted to be
bent laterally into a position parallel to said
plate, a leg on said plate formed by partially
severing the central portion of said plate
and then. bending said severed portlon out
of its normal plane an 1ntegral eye or loop
on one end of said phte, and a leg integrally
connected to said eye, the lﬂteraﬂy bent por-
tion of said plate having openings through
Which sald legs pass.

. In a suitcase or similar article, a metal
top plate arranged on the outside face of the
top wall of said suitcase, an inside plate
integrally connected to said top plate and
extending parallel thereto along the inside
face of sa,lcl top wall, an 111‘tecr'1*£11 member
on said top plate passing through sald wall
and 1nside plate and bent laterally into en-
cagement with said inside plate, and a
11andle connected to said top plate.

8. In a suitcase or similar article, a metal
tep plate arranged on the outside face of the
top wall of said suitcase, an mside plate in-

tegrally connected to S‘“le top plate and ex-
tending parallel thereto along the inside face
of said top-wall, an integral “Tember on said
t0p plate passing throuﬂh sald wall and 1n-
side plate and bent latemlly into engagement
with said inside plate, an eye or loop on said
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top plate provided with a member t11f1t"

passes through the top wall of the suitcase
and said inside plate, and a handle connected
to said eye. -

9. In a suitcase or similar article, a metal
top plate arranged on the outside face of the
top wall of said suitcase, an inside plate

311teorally connected to said top plate and .

extending parallel thereto alonﬂ the inside
face of said top wall, an mteoral member on
said top plate p"lSSlllO 'Lhmuoh said wall and
inside plate and bent LLtermly into engage-
ment with said inside plate, an eye or loop 01l

 sald top plate provided with 2 member that

120
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piassés through the top waﬂ of the suitcase |

and said inside plate, a ring passing through

said eye, and a handle connected to said ring.

10. In a suitcase or similar article, a non-

5 metallic piece of material connected to the
outside face of the top wall of the suitcase,

a ring arranged inside of a loop on said
~material, a handle connected to said ring, a
metal top plate mounted upon said piece of

10 non-metallic material and provided at one
end with an integral curved portion that

extends over said loop and at its opposite

end with an integral portion that passes

through said piece of non-metallic material |
15 and the top wall of the suitcase and thence |

along the underside of said top wall on the
inside of the suitcase, and integral depend-
ing legs on said top plate that pass through
openmings in the integral portion of the top

plate that extends along the under side of the 20
“top wall of the suitcase, said legs being bent

laterally so as to retain said plate in position.
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature in the presence of two witnesses,

this fourteenth day of April 1909. '

'GARLAND W. WOOD.

- Witnesses:
~ Wenis L. CHURCH,
GEORGE BAKEWELL.
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