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’_70 @JZ whom it fm,a,y concern: -
e 1t known that we, G‘USTAVIJ KRIEGER

nd ’WILLM“\I‘ K. Tavzaan, respectively of
Lloal*lyn county of Kmﬂs State of New
York, and Jersey City, county of Hudson,

E:’mte, of New Jersey, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Life-Pre-
servers, of which the following 1s a full,
clear, and exact 51:)(301ﬁmt1011 such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it
appertains to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to those life p.re-_

servers which are .._1(.lupted to encircle the
neck of the wearer and are constructed of

rubber and adapted to be inflated with air.

Heretofore dlﬂicuhy has been experienced

in the construction of such life preservers
owing to the tendency of the life preserver

to float above the shoulders and thereby fail
to sustain the wearer SLlIﬁClentIy high'in the
water. |

The object of our invention is to avoid
this difficulty without, however, rendering

the hife preserver open to another ob]ectlon
that is to say, the objection of lying around
the waist
thus net only hindering the movements of

the wearer but placing Lhe center of buoy-
anicy too low and ﬂndanﬂ*ermg an mexpema

enced person toppling over. .
To this enﬂ, the uwemmn involves cert‘un

peculiar matur(,s of construction and ar-
rangement of parts which will be fully set

fonh heremafter and p.:utmul&rlv pomted
out in the claim.. L
Reference 1s had to the accompanying

drawings, which illustrate, for example, one

manner of embodying tLe various features

‘of our invention, in which drawings,
‘TFigure 1 represents the dewce 1N use; Fig.
2 an enlarged 1mverted plan view; I‘lg

-t of Tld' 2.

n section on the 11ne

The life preserver is s here ShOWIl as 4 con-
ped
down over the he-’Ld and around the 11eck of
It may, however, without de-
parting from our invention be divided at the

tinuous structure adapted to be drop

the wearer.

front 1n the nature of g collar and so that it

may be opened and moved horizontally into
We also prefer to construct the

t and under the arms of the wearer

3 a.
section on the line 3—3 of Hig. 2; :«:md Kig. 4:_

|

rubber bands

order, however, _
main in this downward adjustment ‘10111'1%;
the pressure of the water, we provide two

to the front bag.

Lot absolutely essential and other matemal

may be resorted to at will, _
The device comprises two rubber bfio‘q a
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and o’ ‘preferably slightly curved as shown

“and round in cross section and adapted to lie
‘one at the back and one at the flont ot the
wearer in -the -manner shown in Fig. 1.
These bags are adapted to be inflated and the

‘bag « at the front is provided with a nipple
and valve b of the usual construction which
‘enables the bags to be inflated by the wearer

after the life 1:)18861"1761‘:18 in position. The

two bags @ and o’ are connected by stout
These bands are made of

one integral piece with the rubber of the

bags 'mrl adapted to lie flat over the shoul-
In order that
the rear bag ¢” may be inflated through the
medium of the front bag the stout bands ¢
are constructed to embody alr ducts ¢ formed
of two
‘the bands as best shown in IFig.
manner air blown into the forward bag will:

ders of the WG‘LI‘BI‘ as shown.

thicknesses of rubber integral with
: 8. In this

find its way through the ducts into and fill-
mg the rear bag as well as the forw ard ‘bag.
()11 their uncle] sides the bags « and

‘ave provided with tape guides ¢ and through
these guides one or more tapes f are rove.

The dmw’me‘S illustrate one tape and this is

| preferable, thouﬂh two may be employed.
| In the use of the device this tape 15 passed
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under the arm pits of the wearer and 1s tied

in a knot at the front, thus drawing the

bands ¢ down snugly on the c;honlder and
In
90

to some extent 1101(11‘[1(1 cdown the hdﬂ% "
to msure that the L}.:,w% re-

tapes ¢ one applied to the rear bag and one
These tapes are brought
downward at the back

The. result

and front and %16' 95

joined to a belt tape A which is tied in a
knot at the front of the wearer.
‘of this construction is that the bands ¢ lying
on the shoulders serve to connect the bags
while the whole of the buoyancy of the Jife

preserver lies in the bags which by the band

100

construction described are made susceptible
of being drawn down well below the neck

to insure that the wearer

and over the breast and back of the wearer,
lowering the center of buoyancy su: rhment]y .
floats Wlﬂl hlcs_



L,

]

shoulders level with or above the water
keeping this center of buoyancy so high that
the capsizing or toppling over of the wearer

in the water, no maftter how inexperienced
the wearer 11’1“1,‘}7 be, is 1mpossible.

Having thus descrlbed our invention, what

we claim as new and desire to secure by

- Letters Patent of the United States is:

10

15

A hife preserver having two Impervious
bags adapted to be inflated and arranged to
lie respectively on the back and breast of the

wearer, two flat bands connecting the bags

at their ends and fldftpted to lie 1espech*velv
over the shoulders of the wearer, one or both
of the bands cmbodymg an air duct estab-
lishing communication between the two bags.

5L1‘ap connected to both bags and adapted ;

but |

028,465

to pass under the arm pits of the wearer, two
additional straps respectively connected to
the bags and extending downward therefrom

at the back and from: and a belt strap
acdapted to encircle the W‘Ll%t of the wearer
f11‘1d having the said two additional straps

joined theleto whereby the bags are drawn*

down well below the neck of the wearer

In testimony whereof we have Swned our
names to this specification in the presence of
two SHbSClelHG witnesses. -

GUSTAVE KRILGER
WILLIAM K. TALLMAN.

Witnesses:
ALrrEDp BAILEY,

. D. HomMEL.
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