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To all whom 1t may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, Joux A. FrEEzE, &
citizen of the United States, residing at liyt-
ton Springs, in the county of Caldwell and
State of Texas, have invented a new and use-
ful Clothes-Pin, of which the following is a
specification.

This invention relates to clothes pins of
that general class shown and described n
former United States Letters Patent issued
to me on the 9th day of July 1907, under No.
859648.

The object of the invention is generally to
improve and simplify the construction of the
clothes pin and provide means for positively
locking the same on a clothes line.

A further object is to extend the spring
clamping fingers to the upper end of the pmn
and to form said fingers with depressions or

1

sockets adapted to receive a clothes line and
thus prevent accidental movement of the
clothes pin-with respect thereto.

A still further object of the mvention 1s
generally to improve this class of devices so
as to Increase their utility, durability and
efficiency as well as to reduce the cost ol
manufacture.

Further objects and advantages will ap-
pear in the following description, 1t being
understood that various changes mm form,
proportions and minor detalls of construec-
tion may be resorted to within the scope of
the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specification:—lIfigure 1 15 a
front elevation of a portion of a clothes line
showing a clothes pin constructed m ac-
cordance with my invention 1 position
thereon. Fig. 2 1s a transverse sectional
view taken on the line 2—2 of If1g. 1.  Kig. 3
is a perspective view of one of the clothes
pins detached.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all of the figures of the
drawings.

The 1mmproved clothes pin forming the sub-
ject matter of the present invention 1s prefer-
ably formed of a single piece of wire, an inter-
mediate portion of which is bent upon itsell
and the wire strands intertwisted and ex-
tended laterally to form a loop or operating
handle 5. The strands constituting one wall
of the loop 5 are bent laterally at 6, and
thence extended upwardly to form a pair of
substantially parallel arms 7, the wire at the
free ends of the arms being mtertwisted to

form co-incident coils 8 and thence extended
downwardly to form a garment engaging
loop 9, the end of which is deflected laterally,
as indicated at 10. The strands of wire con-
stituting the opposite wall of the handle 5 are
bent or twisted around the base of the arms
7, asindicated at 11 and thence extended up-
wardly between the arms 7 and through the
loop 9 to form a pair of spring clamping fin-
cers 12 adapted to engage the garment 13
and clamp the latter on the lme 14.

The intermediate portions of the spring
clamping fingers 12 are formed with trans-
versely alined depressions or sockets 15
adapted to reccive the line 14 and thus lock
the pin positively against accidental dis-
placement. The upper ends of the spring
clamping fingers are extended between the
coils 8 and are provided with curved termi-
nals 16 so as to prevent tearing the clothes
and also to prevent lacerating or otherwise
injuring or cutting the hand of the operator.

Attention is here called to the fact that the
spring clamping fingers 12 normally extend
between the walls of the loop 10 with the ter-
minals 16 thercol disposed m advance ol and
spaced from the loops 8 so that when the
clothes pin is positioned over the line 14 with
the deflected terminal of the loop 9 over the
carment and said pin forced downwardly,
the spring fingers 12 will be forced laterally
between the walls of the eyes S until the
sockets or depressions 15 register with the
line and in which position said fingers will
spring outwardly against the Iime and thus
lock the garment in position thereon. It will
also be noted that by having the spring
clamping fingers formed with the depression
ot socket 15, said fingers not only clamp the
carment in engagement with the line, but
also force said garment against the adjacent
walls of the depending loop 9 thus forming a
double lock and effectually preventing acci-
dental displacement of both the clothes pin
and garment.

By extending the terminals 15 of the fin-
cers upwardly between the co-incident eyes
S and making said fingers of substantially the
same length as the arms7, a greater clamping
action is obtained, while the rounded portion
17 of said fingers in conjunction with the eyes
S bear against the line and serve to limit the
downward movement of the clothes pin.

The clothes pin may be made in dulerent
sizes and shapes and may be galvanized,
nickled or otherwise coated to protect the
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same against the action of the elements and

“also to prevent the sameirom rusting or soil-

ing the clothes.
Having thus described the invention what
1S claimed 1S - —

A clothes pin formed from a single piece of |
' the curved terminals thereof to produce

wire an Intermediate portion of which is bent
upon itself and the wire strands intertwisted
and extended laterally to form a handle, the

strands of wire forming one wall of the han—
dle being extended la,temllv to form substan-

tially pa,rallel arms and then twisted to pro-

duce registering coils terminating i a de-
pending garment engaging loop the free end
of which 1s deflected 1ateraﬂ , the strands of
wire forming the opposite Wall of the handle
being coiled around the base of the arm and

'then extended upwardly through the de-

027,849

fected end of the loop to form a pair of
spring fingers terminating in laterally curved
portions adopted to reg ister with the register-
ing coils and clamp a garment 1n engagement
with said loop, the intermediate portions of
the arms bemg bent laterally at the base of

registering depressions normally projecting
thl(}uﬂ‘h the loop near the registering coils

and adapted to receive a clothes line.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
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my own, I have hereto affixed my Slgnature 30

in the presence of two witnesses.
JOHN A. FREKEZE,

Witnesses:
Ping ROBERTS,

J. A. Cox.
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