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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be 1t known that I, WrLriam E. HarT, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Andalusia, in the county of Covmﬂton “and
State of ,{\I&ba,ma, have mvcnted certain
new and useful Improvuments in Rural-
Mail-Box Siegnals; and I do declare tne fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the 111%11131011 such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tamns to make and use the same.

This invention relates to improvements in
rural mail box sienals.

The object of the invention is to provide a
rural _mful delivery box and signal having
means whereby the sional will be locked 1n
an operative position when the covering of
the box is closed, thus preventing the swn&l
from being ‘Lampel ed with.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists of certain novel foatures
of construction, combination and arrange-
ment of parts, as will be more fully de-
seribed and particularly pointed out in the
appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
15 & perspective view of a mail bo*\ having a
signal arranged thereon in accordance with
the invention and showing the signal locked
in operative position; Fig. 2 is an end view
ol a box showing the cover open and the
signal 1n an mopemtwe position; and Fig. 3
1s o detall horizontal view through a por tion
of the mail box on the line 3—3 of Ife. 2.

Referring more particularly to the “draw-
ngs 1 denotes the mail box which may be of
any suitable shape and which 1s providec
with a hinged cover 2, the ends of which pro-
1ect shﬂhﬂy bevond the ends of the box and
are provided with depending flanges 3. The
box 1s provided with a suitable lochm o mech-
anism for securing the cover in closed posi-
tion, said mechanism being here shown 1n
the form of a locking plate or hasp 4, which 1s
secured to the fr ont side of the box and pro-
jects above the same. 'T'he projecting upper
end of the hasp is provided with an aperture
5 with which 1s &(hpted to be engaged a pad-
lock 6. The cover 2 1s provided adjacent to
its front edge with a slot 7 which when the
cover is in closed position is adapted to be
engaged with the projecting upper end of the
hasp “bar 4 after which the padlock 1s en-

oaged with the aperture 5 in said énd of the |
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bar, thus securely locking the cover in closed
position.

The signal 1s here shown as preferably ar-

ranged on one end of the box and preferably
consists of a {lat metal bar S, the lowerend ol
which 1s fixedly connected with the suarec
outer end of a shalt 9 which 1s revolubly
mounted m suitable bheavings on the bottom
of and within the box as shown. The
squared ends of the shalt 9 project through
one end of the hottom to receive t w 515_111*11
bar 8, while the inner end of the shaft is bent
at 11011t angles and forms a stop arm 10,
whicl when the sional 1s 1n aninoperative
position engages the Dot tom of the box, as
clearly shown in Fie. 3 of the drawmg.  On
the shalt 9 1s mmnge{l a coll spring 12, one
end of which 1s secured to the stop arm 10,
while the oppostte end is engaged with the
bottom ol the box whereby the pressure o
tension of the spring 1s exerted to turn the
shaft in the proper direction for swinging the
signal bar downwardly to an nmpemtlw PO-
sition along the outer side of the end of the
box. "Whe_;l the signal bar 1s thus swung
down to an imoperative position, satd baren-
cages a stop bracket 13 secured to the end of
the box, as shown. In the end of the cover
2 which projects over the end of the box wav-
img the mﬂn.ﬂ thereon 1s formed an elongated
apufmo or slot 14 with ulm]x i e stenal 1s
adapted to be engaged when 1o an operative
position and the cover of the box closed.
When the signal har Sisin an eperative po-
sition and engaged with the slot 14 and the
cover locked in closed position the signal arm

viil be securely held n operative pa}altum
t]ms prev enting the signal from being tam-
pered with or moved to an 1nopers tive posi-
tion. If desired the signal bar may be pro-
vided with a suitable handle 15 to Tacilitate
the moving of the same to an operative posi-
t1omn.

In the operation of the device as the post-
man or carrier deposits mail 1 the box, he
will move the sienal bar to an 0p0mtwo pml—
tion so that when the cover of the box 1s
closed the slot 14 will be engaged with the
bar and will hold the same 1 an operative
position, thus indicating that mail has been
placed m the box. The sienal will be thus

held 1n an operative position until the COver
of the box 1s opened, at which time the slot-

ted end of the cover will be disengaged from
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the s sign al barw hlch will permlt the sprmg 12

011 the shaft 9 to swing the bar downwardly ‘

to an Inoperative pos,ltlon and mnto engage—
ment with the bracket 13.

From the foregoing description, taken 1n
connection with the accompanying drawings,

the construction and operation of the mven—-' |
th]il will be readily understood nthout re-.

quiring a more extended explanation.
Various changes in the form, proportion

and the minor deta,lls of constructlon may be

resorted to without departing from the prin-

any of the advantages of

Gll'l

clple or sacri

this mvention as defined in the anpended-

claims.

Hm*mcf' thus deserlbed and ascertained

~ the nature of my invention, what I claim as

~new and clesire to secure bV Lettel S—Patent -.
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1. In a rural ma,ll bO‘{ a cover havmo* a

slot formed therein, a pwotally mounted_'
spring retracted 8101131 bar adapted to pass
through said slot 1n “the cover when the latter
1S 1n a _closed posttion to hold said signal arm

927,652

1n p051t10n and from movemont in either d1—-

2% T
S

rection emd means to support or hold the sig-

nal arm in an inoperative position.

2. In a rural mail box, a cover having an

‘overhanging edge with a slot formed thereimn,
a locking mechamsm to fasten said cover in

closed position, a signal shatt revolubly

‘mounted in one end of said box, a signal bar

fixed on the outer end of smd shaft and

adapted to pass through said slot in the
cover when the latter is c]osed whereby said

signal bar is held from movement in either

‘direction, a spring arranged on said shaft to
retract the signal bar to an inoperative posi-
tion when the cover of the box1s opened and
a stop bracket to receive the signal arm
| when'in a retracted or inoperative pomtwn.
- In testimony whereo!l I have hereunto set.
| my hand presence of two subsct lbmﬂ' Wi1t-

nesses. _ _
| WILLIAI\{ K. HART. |
W 1tnesses | | .
HENRY OPP
RICIIARD II JONDS
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