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To all whom 1t may concern:

Be it known that I, JouN OTAWARIZ, a-
citizen of the United States of America, re-

siding at Homestead, 1n the county of Alle-
oheny and State of Pennsylvania, have 1n-

vented certain new and useful lmprove-

ments in Curtain-Stretchers, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had therein to the accompanying drawing.

This Invention relates to curtain streteh-

ers, and the object of my invention 1s to
provide a novel curtain stretching frame
wpon which lace curtains, draperies and fab-
ries can be mounted for bleaching, drymng
and repalring.

My 1nvention alms to provide a collapsi-

ble frame that will occupy a comparatively

gmall space when not in use, and easily and
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quickly assembled to provide a rigid strie-

ture for firmly supporting curtains. My
curtain stretching frame is provided with a
novel curtain engaging means for positively

retaininoe curtains in encagement with the
o o Sl

frame, said means being housed when the
frame 1s not 1n use, to prevent a person
handling the frame from being injured by
the curtain engaging means.

The detail construction of my nvention

will be presently described and then specific-
ally claimed.

Referring to the drawings:—Figure 1 1s

a front elevation of my curtain stretching
frame, partly broken away, Ifig. 2 1s a rear
elevation of the same, Fig. 3 1s a cross sec-
tional view of the extension plate, Ifig. 4 1s
a plan, Fig. 5 is a horizontal sectional view
of a portion of the frame, taken on the lme
v of Fig. 1, Fig. 6 is an enlarged plan
of a clamp used in connection with the frame.

Fig. 7 is an end view of a portion of the
I ] n ! "-1' . - '
frame, illustrating a fastener, Kig. § 1s an

elevation of a portion of the frame 1llustrat-

ing the fastener in section, Fig. 9 1s a cross

sectional view of a portion of the frame,

taken on the line y—y of Fig. 4, illustrating

the curtain engaging means in an extended
position, Fig. 10 is a similar view with the
curtain engaging means in a retracted posi-
tion, and Fig. 11 is an elevation of a por-
tion of the curtain engaging means.

In the accompanying drawings, 1 and 2
designate the end rails of my frame, 3 an
intermediate rail, 4 a longitudinal top rail,
and 5 an adjustable bottom rail. The rails

1,2 and 3 are each formed of two longitudi- |

- nal half-sections (see Iigs. 9 and 10) suit-

ably secured together with the confronting

faces thereof recessed, as at 6, to provide a
Jongitudinal opening in each rail, said open-
ing being substantially triangular-shaped 1n
cross section. Omne of the sections of each
rail is provided with a plurality of eyelets
7, located in the recess of the rTail section.
Loosely connected to said eyelets is a longi-

tudinal plate 8 and loosely connected to the .

lower edge of sald plate are a plurality ot
pins 9 constituting curtain engaging ineans,
and adapted to extend through openings 10
provided therefor in the rail section. The
outer edges of the rails 1, 2 and 8 inter-
mediate the ends thereof, are provided with
2 vecess 11, to accommodate a lever 12 which
is pivotally connected to the plate 8 adja-
cent to the lower edge thereof, as indicated
at 13. The lower end of the lever 12 1s
rectangular in elevation and is adapted to

' be swung, either to the right or left, where-

by the lower edge of said lever will engage
in notches 14 provided therefor in the sec-
tions of the rails. Since the lever 12 1s piv-
otally connected to the plate 8, and the eye-
lets 7 serve as a pivot point for said plate,
the plate can be swung into the recess 6 1n
either of the rail sections. With the plate
in the recess in one rail section, the pins 9
are extended through the openings 10, as
shown in Fig. 9, while with the plate 8 in
the recess of the opposite rail section, the
pins 9 are retracted as shown in Fig. 10.
The adjustment of the pins is accomplished

by the lever 12, and this lever 1s swung

either to the right or the left to lock the
lower edge of said lever in one of the rail
pieces, whereby the pins will be either held
m an extended or retracted position.

Besides the rails 1, 2 and 3 being equipped
with the curtain engaging means, the rails
4 and 5 are similarly equipped, consequently
a rectangular formation of pins is provided
for holding the edges of a curtain or similar
article. .

To detachably connect the top rail 4 to the
vertical rails 1 and 2, the outer sides of the
rails 1 and 2 at the upper ends thereot are
provided with straps 15 having hook-shaped
ends 16 protruding above the upper ends of
the said rails 1 and 2. The top face or side
of the rail 4 is provided with straps 17 pro-
truding beyond the ends of said rail, the
extreme end of said straps having a rolled
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15

the ends of the rail

>3

or wire edge 18 and a central opening 19
the latter to receive the hook- shaped ends 16
of the straps 15, while the wire or rolled
edges 18 of the stra,‘os 17 engage under the
hool- shaped ends 16 of the straps 15. These

straps can be easily interlocked and the rails
1 and 2 maintained at right angles to the

rail 4 during the use of the adjustable bot-
tom rail 5.
For holding the ‘Ld]usta,ble bottom rail 5

‘1n engagement with the rails 1 and 2, the
rear side of this rail at the ends thereof is

provided with straps 20 protruding beyond
5, the protruding ends
having bearings 21 for eccentrically mount-

ed clamps 22, these clamps being adapted to
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engage the outer sides or faces of the rails

1 and 2 and hold the inner sides or faces
thereof in eng ageme’nt with the ends of the
bottom rail 5.

Secured to the rear face of the rail 3,
at the upper end thereof, 1s a strap
which engages the top rail 4, as best shown
in Figs. 1 and 2, while said rail contiguous
to the lower end thereof 1s cut away, as
at 24, for adjustahle blocks 25 and 26, these
blocks being held by means of set Serews

27 extendmg through a slot 28 provided

therefor 1n the mtermedlate raill 3. The
bottom rail 5 1s adapted to be clamped by
one of said blocks or between said blocks.
the parallel relative position

of said bottom rail 5 to the top rail 4. This
adjustment of the bottom rail 5 depends

entirely upon the width of the curtains.

The rear sides or faces of the vertical rails

1 and 2 and the intermediate rail 8 are pro-

vided with pivoted legs 29 for .supporting
the entire frame at an inchination upon a
floor or other suitable support.

The top and bottom rails 4 and 5 are
made in two sections, to permit of said rails
being assembled 1n a small package or ad-
]usted for curtains of two different lengths.
One section of each rail 1s provided w1th an
extension plate 30 having Slots Or Openings
31 formed therein for receivin ]fams 32 car-
ried by the adjoining section of each rail.
Kach one of the extension plates 30 1s pro-
vided with a ledge 33 for supporting the
adjoining section of the rail, this construc-
tion be,mg best shown n I‘lo' 3 of the
drawings. -

My curtain stretchmg frame in 1ts en- |
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026,081

tirety is made of light and durable wood to

as a household article, tmd i making the
frame of several p“uts eastly and qmolﬂy
assembled, the frame can be lmoclxed down

and stored away when not in use.
Having now desm ibed my invention what

I claim as new, 15—

1. A curtain str etching frame comprising
vertical rails, an intermediate rail, a top
rail, and bottom rail, said rails havmo longi-
tudinal recesses formed therein, said 1":;1,118
naving longitudinally arr mged Openings
formed therein communicating with said
recesses, plates pivotally mounted in said
recesses, pins loosely connected to said plates
and achpted to extend into said openings,
levers pivotally connected to said plates and
protruding from said rails for 1001{1110 sald
plates in a fixed position, straps for de-
tachably connecting said tep rail to said
vertical rails, eccentrically mounted clamps
carried by the ends of said bottom rail for
detachably holding said rail in engagement
with saild vertical I‘mls an ad]ustfxble block
carried by said 111tﬂr1’116c11£1te rail for holding
said bottom rail in engagement therewith._,

and legs pivoted to said vertical and inter-

mediate rails for supporting said frame at
an inclination, substantially as described.

0. A curtain stretching {rame embodymu
vertical rails, an intermediate rail, a top

rail, and a bottom rail, curtain engaging
means carried by said I‘ElllS sald means com-
prising plates pivotally mounted in said

rails, pins loosely connected to said plates
and
and

levers carried by said plates ‘LIld.pI‘(}—

truding from said rails for locking said-
plates 1in a fixed position; means for detach-

ably connecting said top rail to said vertical

rails, means for detachably connecting sad
bottom rail to said vertical ralls, means car-
by said intermediate rail for clamping

riec
said bottom rail thereto, and means con-
nected to said vertical rails and said inter-
mediate rail for supporting said frame.

In testimony whereof I aflix my sig ‘1.;1t111e
in the presence of two witnesses. |

JOHN STA‘WART?’

Witnesses: |
-Max H. Srovovirz,
K. H. BurLer.
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