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To oll whom 1t may concern:
Be it known that I, MORTON . SHAFFER, &
citizen of the United States of America, and
o resident of Brookline, in the county ol
5 Norfolk and State of Massachusetts, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Envelops, of which the following 1s
a specification.
" This invention relates to envelops and
10 other like receptacles and especially to en-
velops to be used for the preservation ot
documents and its particular object 1s to
provide such an envelop which is expansible
and adapted to receive any number of pa-
15 pers without the necessity of reacdjustment.
" " Theinvention consists of an envelop which
is provided with two overlapping end flaps
which are connected together by means of a
slidable fastening device which permits
20 these flaps to move longitudinally one on the
other and thus expand the envelop for the
“reception of more papers or contract the en-
velop to adapt it for a lesser number of pa-
pers.
o5~ The invention consists in certain novel
features of construction and arrangement of
parts which will be readily understooc by
reference to the description of the drawings
and to the claims hereinafter given.
39 Of the drawings: Figure 1 represents an
elevation of an envelop embodying the fea-
~ tures of this invention in closed conditlon.
TFig. 2 represents an elevation of the same
with the side flaps extended. Ifig. 5 repre-
- sents a similar elevation with the end flaps
also disconnected and extended, and lig. 4
represents a transverse section on line 4—4
“on Kig. 1. |
In the drawings, 10 represents the front
40 or body portion of an envelop provided on
either side with a flap 11 or 12.  These flaps
11 or 12 are adapted to be bent inwardly on
the creased line 13 to overlap each other.
The front 10 is provided at one end with an
45 end flap 14 and at its opposite end with an
end flap 15. The flap 14 is adapted to be
bent inwardly on the creased line 16 while
the flap 15 is adapted to be bent inwardly
“on the creased line 17 to overlap the tlap 14.
50 The flap 15 is provided with a pair of par-
“allel slits 18 extending longitudinally of said
flap but terminating short of the end thereof
so as to present limiting shoulders 19 at
either end of sald shts.
55  The end flap 14 has cut therethrough near
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its outer end a pair of oppositely extending
curved and generally V-shaped shts 20 to
form projecting ears 21 which are adapted to
be bent slightly outward from the face ol the
flap 14 and to enter the slots 18 to lock the
flaps 14 and 15 together. Since the ears are

formed by slits which terminate short ot the

uncut edees of the flap and ave, theretore,
apart from and intermediate the edges, the
two flaps avre maintained in firm shding en-
ongement with each other at either side of
the ears. The codperating parallel edges
which are presented to the ears by the slits

18 formed in the other {lap provide for a lree
sliding movement in all positions, while the
formation of the ears in the body of the {lap
keeps the two flaps in a firm gulding con-
tact, with the flaps held against any sub-
stantially transverse movement cach rela-
tive to the other, all without impairing the
free expansibility of the retaining wall formed
by the two {laps. Preferably the ends of the

U-shaped slits ave continued reversely or at
an inclination, thereby protecting the base
of each ear from tearing and permitting the
sliding engagement of the flaps without un-
due wear at that point. It is obvious that
when thus locked together the ears 21 will
fasten the two flaps together and at the
same time are adapted to slide longitudinally
of the slots 18 the two flaps thereby provid-
ing an expansible retaining wall to permit of
an expansion of the envelop for the recep-

tion of a greater number ol papers. The
shoulders 19 at either end of the slots 13 co-
operating with the ears or projectiouns 21
limit the movement ol said projecting mem-
bers 21 in either direction.

By this construction a very eflcctive en-
velop is secured without the aid of other -
strumentalities, the entire envelop and its
fastening devices being constructed of 2
single blank. This insures the construetion
of an envelop at & minimum expense. An-
other advantage of the construction shown
is that the projecting members 21 are always
in engagement with the slots 18 to lock the
flaps together and prevent disengagement
while at the same time when it is desired to
insert any extra papers they may be readily
moved longitudinally on the other to expand
the envelop for the reception of said papers.
This obviates any unfastening and refasten-
ing of the flaps as is usually the case In en-

' velops now 1n use.
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It 1s believed that from the foregoing de-
scription the operation of the invention will
be thoroughly understood.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim: -

1. An envelop comprising a body part,
one or more flaps secured thereto, and an ex-

pansibie retaining wall extending across said

body part and coSperating with said flaps to

retain the envelop contents, said wall being
composed oi oppositely arranged flaps at-
tached each at one end to opposite sides of
the body portion, and inelastic connecting
oy said flaps b7 which the on-
posite ends thereof are maintained in con-

stant, interlocking and sliding engagement

each with the other said means permitting
longitudinal sliding movement, but prevent-
g all substantially transverse movement of

the flaps relative to each other.

2. A retaining device having a body por-
tion .and an expansible retaining wall ex-
tending across said body portion and formed
by two flaps united to opposite edges of the
body portion, one flap being provided with
paraliel slits terminating short of the end of
the -flap and the other with a pair of oppo-
sitely extending sars engaging with the slits
and formed in the body of the flap, each ear

being formed by a U-shaped slit terminating
short of the edge of the fiap, and the base of
said ears being protected by a reverse con-
tinuation of the siit.

3. A retaining device having a body por-

tion and an exmpansible retainine wall ex-
el

tending across said body portion and formed
oy two flaps united to opposite edges of the
body portion, one flap being provided with
parallel slits terminating short of the end of
oiie flap and the other with a pair of opno-
sitely extending ears engaging with the slits
and formed in the body of the flap and in-
termediate and apart from the uncut edges
thereof.

4. A retaining device having a body por-
tion and an expansible retaining wall ex-

tending across said body portion and formed |
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- by two flaps united to opposite edges of the

pody portion, engaging members projecting
from one flap and parallel longitudinal slits
1m the other flap intermediate 1ts end and its

connection with said body porticn, said slits

being of greater width than the width of said
engaging members with which they are
adapted to cobperate to interlock said flaps
together. _

5. A retaining device having a body por-
tion and an expansible retaining wall ex-
tending across said body portion and formed
oy two flaps united to opposite edges of the
body portion, one of said flaps being pro-
vided with a slit extending longitudinally
thereof, and a member in the other flap
adapted to engage said slit and hold said
flaps face to face and against transverse
movement while permitting a movement lon-
gitudinally of one along the other.

6. A retalning device having a body por-
tion and an expansible retaining wall ex-
tending across the body portion and formed
oy two flaps united to opposite edges of the
pody portion, one fiap being provided with
a pair of ears formed each by a slit in the face
of the ilap and terminating short of the edge
thereof, and the other flap being provided
with codperating parallel slits having sliding
interiocking engagement with the said ears.

7. A retaining device having a bodyv por-
ticn and an expansible retaining wall ex-
tending across the body portion and formed
by two flaps united to opposite edges of the
body portion, one flap being provided with
a pair of ears formed each by a U-shaped slit
n the face of the flap and terminating short
ol the edge therect, and the other flap heing
provided with codperating parallel slits hav-
mg siiding interlocking engagement with the
said ears. _ | o

Signed by me at Boston, Mass., this 20th
aay of October, 19086. |
MORTON J. SHAFFER.
WWithesses: '

Warrer E. LoMBARD,
#pw. C. CLEVELAND.
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