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- portion of the ﬁcmr e as it reaches the limit
of its movement out of the altar.
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.Wheleby a jet of liquid
‘may be forced from t;
“direction of the initiate when said figure

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ERASTUS DE MOULIN, OF GRE.

ENVILLE, ILLINOIS.

INITIATION DEVICE.

No. 925,878.

Application filed January 8, 1909,

To all whom it May concern:

Be 1t known that I, Erastus De MouLix,
a cltizen of the Jmted States, residing at
Greenville, in the county of Bond and State
of Ilhnom have invented a new and useful

S Imtiation Dev1ce of which the following is

2 specification.

This 11went1011 relates to 1nitiation devices
and 1its object 1s to provide an altar for use

by secret organizations and the like and in
“which 1s mounted a skeleton, grotesque figure

or the lhike, designed to be mtomatlmlly
shifted so as to appear above the altar.
Another object 1s to provide mechanism
for discharging a detonator during the move-
ment of said ﬁﬂure and for 11111111111%11‘10' a

A further object is to provide means
, powder or the like
he figure and in the

reaches the limit of its movement.
A further object is to provide means
Whereby a current of electricity may be di-

- rected through the initiate during the oper-

ation of the mechnnsm referred to

With these and other objects in view the

~invention consists of certain novel details of

30

construction and combinations of parts here-

- 1nafter more fully described and pointed out
- 1n the claims.

In the accompmymﬂ drawings the pre-

. :te,lred form of the invention has been shown.
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I'n said drawings:—Ifigure 1 1s a vertical
transverse sectlon thrmwh the altar and

- showing the mechanism therem 1n elevation,
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between there bemﬂ oulde strips 4 mounted .

‘the contact plates and the connections be-

tween them and the nmnneto being shown
diagrammatically. Fig. 2 1s a section taken

from front to rear of “the upper portion of
- the altar and showing the interior mechan-
- 1sm 1n elevation. If1g.
A—B I‘IO 1
C—D TFig.

3 1S a section on line
[Fig. 4 is a section on line

Referrmg to the figures by characters of
reference 1 desmn‘ttes a casing 1n the form
of an altar and havmﬂ' hmﬂed closures 2 at
the top thereof and deswned to swing up-
wardly 1n opposite dlrectmns but which,

when closed, lie flush with the S‘urroundmn

portion of the top of the casing. E*{tendmﬂ

vertically Wlthm opposite side portions of

the casing 1 are pairs of guide cleats 3 hav-
ing a carrlage I& shdably mounted there-
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| between the cleats of each pair and con-

necting the upper and lower shelves 5 and 6
1espectn*ely of the carriage. A fioure simu-
lating a skeleton may be secured. upon the
upper shelt 5 as indicated at 7, the eye-
sockets being provided with small incan-
descent 1amps 8, and a nozzle 9 being ar-
ranged between the teeth as indicated
partmul*uly 1 If1g. 2. Arranged upon the
bottom of the upper shelf 5 is a forked
bracket 10 engagine a tube 11 extending
from a bulb 19 said tube projecting up-
wardly through the ficure 7 and being con-
nected at its upper end to the nozzle 9. A
bulb - compressing lever 13 is pivotally
mounted upon a bracket extending from the
lower face of the upper shelf 5, and is held
normally drawn toward the bracket 10 by
means of a spring 14, the ends of which are
secured to said lever and the shelf Irespec-
tively. One end of this lever 13 is arranged
in the path of a hammer lever 15 fulerumed
upon a bracket 16 extending downwardly
from the shelf 5 and having a Suitable Spring
17 for holding said hammer lever normally
in contact with a block 18 clesigned to sup-
port a blank cartridge on other form of
detonator. A bell crank lever 19 is ful-
crumed upon a bracket 20 extending down-
wardly from shelf 5 and has a head 21 de-

blgned to engage one end of the lever 15 and

lock the two levers 15 and 13 out of normal
position, there being a spring 197 for hold-
ing the two levers 19 and 15 in engagement
with each other. One arm of the lever 19
extends beyond onc side of the shelf 5 and
past one of the guide cleats 3, there being a
cam 22 tupon the upper por tion of said cleat
whereby the lever 19 will be actuated when
the carriage IS rises to a predetermined
point. Splllm rollers 23 are 10111‘1’1.:11@(1 1n
the upper portion of the casing 1 at opposite
sides thercof and have tapes 24 normally
wound thereon, said tapes being connected
to the strips 4 of the carriage IS,

A battery 25 may be mounted on the shelf
6, the same bemg electrically connected to

the lamps 8, as indicated in I 12. 1. Omne of
the wires ot the lighting cireuit is donnected
to contact plates 26 e\tendmn beyond the
shelf 5 and designed, when the carriage I
reaches the limit of its upward movement
to come 1n contact with a bracket 27 COHStl-
tuting a circuit-closer, said bracket being
%ecmed to one of the cleats 3.

A hanger 28 extends downwardly from
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the lower shelf 6 of the carriage and has a

head 29 at its lower end, the tip of which 1s
preferably conical and enlarged, as 1ndi-
cated at 30, this tip being designed, when
the carriage is lowered, to move against a
locking lever 31 journaled upon a support
31’ on the bottom of the casing 1 and having
a notch 82 for the reception of the hanger,
there being a spring 33 for holding the lever
normally in engagement with the hanger.
Obviously while these two parts are in en-
oagement it becomes impossible for the car-
riage to move upwardly. One end of lever
31 may extend through a slot 34 1n the cas-
ing 1 so as to permit the same to be reacily
actuated manually. ' -

1f desired, and as shown in Ifg. 1, a

 magneto generator 35 may be mounted 1n
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the lower portion of the casing 1, said gen-
erator being preferably of the type disclosed
in my co-pending application No. 451,418,
and having a gear 36 revoluble therewith
and carrying a stock pin 37. A lever 38 1s
mounted to swing into the path of the pin,
the same being held in such position by the
lower shelf 6 of the carriage when the said
carriage 1s 1n its lower or locked position.
A spring 39 is utilized for shifting the lever
38 out of the path of the pin 37 as soon as
the carriage I begins to move upwardly.
This magneto is connected electrically to
contact plates 40 shown diagramatically in
IFig. 1, and said plates are designed to be
placed in front of the altar where the knees
of the kneeling iuitiate can rest upon them.

In using the device herein described the
carriage ¥ is pushed downwardly aifter a
blank cartridee or other form of detonator
has been placed in the holder 18 and atter a

charee of powder or water has been placed

within the nozzle 9 and tube 11. When the
carriage reaches a predetermined point dur-
ing 1ts downward movement the head 29
of the hanger 28 will automatically engage
the lever 31 and be locked against further
movement. The closures 2 are then swung
into position over the figure 7, and after the
plates 40 have been properly arranged 1n
front of the casing the device 1s ready for
use. 1
ture in front of the altar with one knee rest-
ing on each of the plates 40, 1t being under-

stood of course that the magneto 35 1s first

59

60

wound, the lever 38 operating to hold 1t
acainst movement while the ecarriage 1s
lowered. At the proper time during the
initiation the lever 31 is pressed laterally so
as to release the hanger 28. The springs
within the rollers 23 will promptly operate
te wind the tapes 24 on the rollers and the
carriage o will therefore be elevated, forc-
ing the head of the figure 7 against the doors
or closures 2 so as to open them, and said
figure will therefore quickly assume a posi-

tion directly on top of casing 1. During

The initiate 1s placed in kneeling pos-

925,878

the beginning of the upward movement of
the carriage the lever 38 is released and
spring 39 draws it out of the path of pin
37, The magneto is thus free to operate and
will direct a current of electricity through
the plates 40 and into the initiate. This cur-
rent will continue until the magneto has run
down. When the figure 7 reaches the limit
of its upward movement the contact plates
26 come into position upon the lower face
of the bracket or circuit-closer 27 and a cir-
cuit is thus established from the battery 25
to the lamps 8, which are therefore illumi-
nated. During the upward movement of
the carriage the bell crank lever 19 rides
along the adjoining cleats 3 until just be-
fore the carriage reaches the limit of 1ts
upward movement, whereupon said lever
rides upon the cam 22 and is shifted later-
ally so as to release the hammer lever 19.
The lever 15 will be shifted by the spring 17
against the holder 18 and therefore explode
the detonator contained within the holder,
and, at the same time, the compressing lever
will be released, and its spring 14 will draw
it against the bulb 12 so as to compress 1t
and direct the contents of tube 11 and noz-
zle 9 in the direction of the imitiate.

Tt is of course to be understood that it
preferred the magneto 35 may be omitted.
1t preferred, a dry battery and an induction
coil may be used in lieu of the generator
heretofore rveferred to. Also, if desired,

various changes may be made 1n the con-

struction and arrangement of the parts
without departing from the spirit or sacri-
ficing the advantages of the invention.

What is claimed 1s:

1. A device of the class described compris-
ing a casing, a figure for movement therein
and normally concealed thereby, means for
securing the figure against movement, means
for moving the figure from the casing when
unlocked, and means for illuminating a por-
tion of the ficure upon reaching a prede-
termined position.

2. A device of the class described compris-

ing a casing, a figure normally concealed
therein, means for locking sald figure 1n

concealed position, means for automatically

moving the figure beyond the casing when
unlocked, 2 detonator-holder, and means con-
trolled by the movement of the figure for
exploding a detonator within the holder.

3. In a device of the class described a cas-

ing, a figure normally concealed therein,

means for locking the figure agaimst move-
ment, means fer antomatically moving said
ioure beyond the casing when unlocked,
and means controlled by the movement of
the said figure for projecting a jet of liquid
or powder from the figure after leaving the
casing. |

4. In a device of the class described a cas-
ing, a figure normally concealed therein,
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meahs for lockmo the figure ao*amst nove-

- ment, means for a,utomatlcally moving the
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figure mounted upon and
carriage, means within the casing for lock-

1ng,
| 'means for lockmﬂ the carriage against move-

ﬁoure beyond the casing when unlock:ed a

| motor actuated oenerator within the casing,
“contacts outSlde the ¢

casing and e: ectmcally
connected to the oenemtor means controlled
by the figure for lockmo the generator
against 0perat10n while the f oure 1S cON-
cealed within the casing, and means for
automatically releasing the generator during

'the movement of the ﬁ gure from the casing.

. Ina devwe of the class described a cas-
a carriage movably mounted therein, a
movable with the

mg,

ing the carriage against movement means
for automatlcally moving the carrlaoe when

unlocked, detonator - e*{plodmﬂ' mechanism

upon the carriage, and means within the cas-
mg and 1n the prth of said mechanism for
actuatmw the mechanism upon the arrival
ot the carriage at a predetermined point

~within the casing.

6. In a device of the class described a cas-
‘a carriage movably mounted therein,

ment, means for autom‘xtmlly moving the
carriage when unlocked, mechanism upon
the carriage for stfuthnm an 1nitiate, and
means within the casing and in the path of

said mechanism for relemsmﬂ the mechanism

upon the arrival of the carriage at a prede-

termined pomt within the casmo

S

7. In a device of the class described a cas-
ing, a carriage movably mounted therein,
means for lochlno the carriage against move-
ment, means for rmt01.’]L1f1t1(3ally moving the
carrmoe when unlocked, electric hohtmﬂ
app‘lratug movable with the carxmne and
including an incandescent lamp, the “circuit
thr 01,1011 said  apparatus bemo normally
brohen ancd means for closmo the circuit
upon the arrival of the carriage at a prede-
termined point within the casing.

8. In a device of the class described a cas-
ing, a figure normally concealed therein,
means for locking the figure against move-
ment, means for .:111t011’1.;1t1(,‘111y moving the
ﬁO'ule beyond the casing when unlocked 2
generator within the casing, contacts outside
the casing and electrically connected to the
generator, means controlled by the figure for
preventmo the transmission of a current of
electricity from the generator to the contacts
while the fioure 1s concealed within the cas-
ing, and means actuated during the move-
ment of the figure from the casing for per-
mitting the passage of a current of elec-
trlclty from the generator to the contacts.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own, I have hereto aflixed my signature
1n the presence of two witnesses.

ERASTUS DE MOULIN.

Witnesses:

Crarexce H. Davis,
Nrwrox W. FiNEK.
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