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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Epwix A. REEVES, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mil-
tord, in the county of New Haven and State
oif Conmnecticut, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Fastening De-

vices, of which the following is a specifica- |

tion, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings.

My mmvention relates to new and usetul 1m-
provements in fastening devices and refers
more particularly to that type of fastening
means used to secure the money receptacle of
a prepayment device, and having for its ob-
ject, among other things, to combine simple-
ness in structure with effectiveness in opera-
tion, and both carried into effect so as to re-
duce to the minimum any liability to mjury
by tampering or other unlawtul means.

To these, and other ends, my ivention
consists in the fastening device, having cer-
tain details of construction and combina-
tions of parts, as will be heremafter deseribed
and more particularly pointed out 1n the
claims. |

I have shown my invention as applied to a
prepayment gas meter, but desire 1t to be
understood that I do not limit myself to such
application, as it can be used equally as well
with a great variety of other devices.

Referring to the drawings, in which like
numerals ot reference designate like parts in
the several ficures; Figure 1 1s a side eleva-
tion of my inproved device as attached to a
prepayment gas meter. Fig. 2 1s an eleva-
tion thereof looking toward the lelt of Iig. 1;
Fig. 3 1s an elevation looking toward the
underside of Fig. 1; Fig. 4 is a sectional per-
spective view of that portion of the meter to
which my fastening device 1s directly con-
nected; Fig. 5 is a perspective view, partly in
section of the money receptacle; I1g. 6 1s an
enlarged sectional view of the parts upon line
A—DB of Fig. 1 and C—D of Fig. 7. Fig. 7 1s
an interior view with the outer case removed;
Fig. 8 1s an elevation thereof looking toward
the underside of ¥ig. 7 with the outer case in
section; Fig. 9 is a similar view looking to-
ward the top of Fig. 7; I'ig. 10 1s a plan view
of the bolt lever; Kig. 11 1s a side elevation
thereof; Wigs. 12, 13 and 14 are views of the
several tumblers; Fig. 15 is an elevation of
the key cylinder; and Fig. 16 is an elevation
of the key.

In the drawings the numeral 1 designates

I "and 1nclosing the automatic valve operating

mechanism (not herein shown);and 3 is the
money receptacle which is telescopically
fitted into the lower end of the case 2.
Projecting laterally from one side of the
receptacle 3, 1s the bolt plate 4, which lies be-
tween the sides of the guard 6, when the re-
ceptacle is within the case 2, with the open-
ings 5 and 7 in register with each other. The
case 8 is fixed permanently to the case 2 and
contains a tumbler plate 9 formed with up-
wardly projecting sides 10 and slotted at 11
to permit the guard 6 to enter therein, said

slot having on three of its sides a guard plate

12 through which is an opening 13. The
openings 7 and 13 are concentric with each
other and when the receptacle 3 is within the
case 2 the opening 5 also registers therewith.
Fixed to the tumbler plate 9 are the posts 14
and 18, to which is secured the cylinder plate
15, within which and the plate 9 i1s rotatably
mounted the key cylinder 16 having an axial
oroove 17 therein of substantially the same
width as the thickness of the key 33. Mov-
ably mounted upon the posts 18 are the
tumblers 19, 20 and 21, each of which 1s pro-
vided with a notch 22 and having connected
therewith a spring 23 which bears against
one of the side plates 10 and the tension ol
which normally holds the inner edge of said
tumblers against the key cylinder16. In th

drawings three tumblers are shown, but a
oreater or less number can be used it desired
within my invention. Rotarily mounted
upon the key cylinder 16 and supported by
the collar 32 is the bolt lever 24 having the
bolt 28 and arm 25 thereon, and. through
which is a radial notch 26 opening mnto the
central bore 27. The key 33 to operate this
fastening mechanism can only be inserted
when the bolt is in its locked position, (shown
by broken lines in Fig. 6), at which time the
side 29 of the notch 26 is in register with the
notch 17 in the cylinder 16. By rotating
the key the tumblers 19, 20 and 21 are moved
upon the post 18 so that all of the notches 22
therein are in register with each other, dur-
ing which time the bolt is at rest and the key
is passing through the notch 26. After the
key engages the side 30 of the notch 26 the
bolt plate 24 is moved by the key and the
arm 25 thereon enters the notches 22, there-
by withdrawing the bolt, so that 1t assumes
the position shown by full lines in Fig. 7, at
which time the receptacle 3 can be removed

the meter; 2 the case connected therewith | from, or inserted in, the case 2. When the
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parts are in this position the key cannot be

taken out as the cylinder plate 15 1s 1n the
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key notch 34 and the top of the case 8 1n the
notch 35, and can only be removed when the
notch 17 in the cylinder is brought into regis-
ter with the notch 31 in the said plate. To
lock the parts the movement of the keyis
reversed and until it engages the side ?9 of
the notch 26 the bolt lever 24 1s at rest but
thereafter is moved about the axis of the key
cylinder 16 swinging the arm 25 out of the
notches 22 and a,llowmﬂ the tumblers to be
returned Lo thelr 01"10111&1 position by the
Springs 23.

There are minor changes and alterations
that can be made within my invention, aside

from those herein suggested, and 1 would

therefore have it understood that I do not

limit myself to the exact construction herein

shown and deseribed, but claim all that falls
fairly within the spirit and scope of my 1in-
vention.

Having described my invention, what I

clalm as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s :—

1. In o device of the character described
the combination with a rotarily mounted key
cylinder; of a tumbler; a lever having a bolt

connected therewith movable about the axis

of said cylinder; and key means for moving
said tumbler away from said eylinder and

- said bolt about the ::1,113 of said cyhnder at

39

- mounted within smd ixe
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- substantially

one and the same time. |

2. In a device of the character ﬂesoﬂ ed,
the combination with a fixed part; ol a pla,te
connected therewith; a ke} cylinder rotarily
d part and plate; a
tumbler pivotally connected with said fixed
part; a bolt lever having a bolt connected

therewith pivotally mounted upon said.cylin- |
in presence of two witnesses.

der and having an arm projecting therefrom;
and key means for actuating said tumbler
and bolt lever.

3. In a device ol the character described,
the combination with a fixed part;of a plate

025,506

connected therewith and having an opening

notched cylinder

lever having an opening therethrough with a

| radial notch extending therefrom and rota-
' rily mounted upon said cylinder; a tumbler
‘movably connected

with said fixed part; and

key means for act

lever.

4. In a device of the character descubed

- the combination with a rotarily mounted key

rotarily

1ating sald tumblers and

therethrough with a radial notch extending
therefrom; a
| mounted in said fixed part and plate; a bolt
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cylmdex of a notched tumbler; a lever hav—- |

ing an arm thereon and a bolt connected

j therewith movable about the axis of said cyl-
inder; and key means for moving said tum-

bler so that the notch therein will occupy a

‘predetermined position, to said lever so that
‘the arm thereon will be moved into said

notch.

5. In a device of the character deseribed,

the combination with a rotarilly mounted key

cylinder; of a notched tumbler; a lever hav-

ing an arm and a bolt connected therewith

and movable about the axis of said cylinder;
and key means for actuating said bolt, and
moving said tumbler so that the notch there-

in will be brought mnto the path of movement
of said arm during the actuation of said bolt.
6. In a device of the character described,

the combination with a rotarily mounted key
cylinder; of a tumbler having a limited ro-

tary i movement about an axis paraliel to the
axis of said cylinder; a lever having a bolt
connected therewith movable about ﬂle_&‘ﬂS
of said cylinder; and key means for synchro-
nously moving S‘Lid tumbler away 11 om sa1d
cylinder and saia bolt about the axis of said
cylinder.

In testimony whereof I afiix my signature

o EDWIN A. REEVES
Witnhesses:
GrorGE M. Harr,
Frorence H. MONK

60

6o

70

80

85




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

