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To all whom 1t may concern:
Be it known that I, Fraxcis E. LarLEr, a
citizen of the United States, residing at

Walla Walla, in the county of Wallawalla

and State of Washington, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Match-
Boxes, of which the following is a specifi-
cation.

This invention relates to receptacles hav-

ing especial reference to a device in which
matches are adapted to be placed.

An object of this invention is to construct
a match receptacle having means whereby
the matches may be delivered one at a time
to the operator.

The 1nvention further designs the con-
struction of a match receptacle of simple
formation and in the number of its parts
so that the same can be easily operated and
economically manufactured.

Other objects and advantages will be ap-
parent from the following description and
1t will be understood that changes in the
specific structure shown and described may
be made within the scope of the claims with-
ont departing from the spirit of the inven-
tion.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification, and in which like numerals of
reference indicate similar parts in the sev-
eral views, Figure 1 is a front elevation of
the device, I'ig. 2 is a side elevation of the
same, F'1g. 3 1s a side elevation of the feed
roller detached, Fig. 4 is a bottom plan view
ot the receptacle and the feed roller removed
therefrom, IFFig. 5 is a vertical transverse sec-
tion of the complete device.

Referring now to the drawings, 10 desig-

nates the receptacle which is rectangular in
cross section and which is supported against

a wall or the like by the upwardly extended

back of the same into which an aperture 11
1s formed through which a nail is adapted
to be passed to support the device. The
ends of the receptacle 10 extend downwardly
trom the upper edge of the back to the front

of the receptacle for the purpose of forming
a guide as the matches are placed within the

body portion 10. The bottom of the recep-
tacle 1s formed by curving the lower ex-
tremities 12 and 13 of the front and back re-
spectively inwardly toward each other allow-
Ing a space between their opposite extremi-
ties equal to the thickness of the ordinary
match and which are recessed oppositely to
allow the feed roller to extend into the bot-

tom and to convey the matches from the

same. . The opposite ends of the receptacle
10 are extended downwardly where they are
recessed as at 14 to receive the opposite ends
of a transverse shaft 15 upon which is
mounted the feed roller. The feed roller
comprises two heads 16 and 17 which are
provided with radially disposed recesses the
opposite sides of which are formed into
shoulders 18 and cam engaging surfaces 19.
The cams 19 extend upwardly through the re-
cesses Tormed in the extremities 12 and 138 of
the receptacle 10 and engage the matches con-
tained therein for the purpose of raising the
same gradually until the radial recesses are
registered directly beneath the match, when
the same by its own weight will fall into the
recesses and be carried outwardly and for-
wardly as the feed roller is rotated. TFor the
purpose of positioning the heads 16 and 17
rigidly apart from each other and also for
the purpose of operating the feed roller by

hand a three-cornered sleeve 20 is positioned
80

about the shaft 15 and secured at its opposite
ends to the inner opposite faces of the heads
16 and 17. ._
The operation of the device is as follows:
Matches are deposited in the upper open end
of the receptacle 12 where they fall longi-
tudinally upon the bottom and are engaged
by the cams 19 of the feed roller. When it
is desired to withdraw a match from the
receptacle the operator applies the finger or
thumb to the sleeve 20 and depresses the
same thereby causing approximately one-
third of a revolution of the feed roller. This

actlon causes the cams 19 to engage the
matches 1n the bottom of the receptacle, to

gradually raise the same and finally to allow
one of the matches to fall into the radial
recesses formed in the heads 16 and 17 pass-
ing through the space between the ends of
the mnturned portions 12 and 13. This action

1s repeated upon the withdrawal of each
match.

What 1s claimed is:—
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1. In a device of the character described.

the combination of a receptacle, a shaft

transversely mounted at the bottom of said
receptacle, heads spaced upon said shaft hav-
ing a plurality of radially formed recesses
disposed in the peripheries thereof, cam sur-
faces formed on said heads adjacent said re-
cesses and an angled sleeve disposed about

sald shaft for supporting said heads and for

rotating the same.
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2. As an article of manufacture, a metallic
receptacle having the lower extremities of
the back and front thereof curved inwardly
toward each other, the inturned extremities

of said front and back being spaced apart

to admit of the passage of a match therebe-
tween, a shaft mounted in the lower extremi-
ties of the depended sides of said receptacle,
heads spaced on said shaft having recesses
disposed in the peripheries thereof, cam sur-
faces formed on said heads adjacent said re-
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césses, said heads extended into cutaway por-
tions of said front and back of said recep-

tacle and an angled sleeve positioned about

said shaft for supporting said heads and for
the purpose of actuating the same.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature,
in presence of two witnesses. '

5 FRANCIS E. LAFLER.

- Witnesses: ' N
-~ C. A. TompxrinNs,
J. M. Rosz.
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