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Specification of Letters Patent. .
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L'o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Josepm C. DirroxN, a
subject of Great Britain, and a resident of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Music - Racks, of

which the following is a specification.

The mvention relates to improvements in
music-racks for detachable attachment to
planos and other supports, and it consists in

- the novel features hereinafter desceribed and
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particularly pointed out in the claims.

My mvention is more especially intended
for detachable attachment to the front of
planos for supporting sheets of music nearer

to the eyes of the performer than is possible

with the customary music racks constituting
permanent parts of pianos.

The music-rack of my invention is of spe-
clal construction adapting it to be applied to
and removed from a piano at will and to be
compactly folded or bundled together so as
to occupy a minimum space, when not in use,

and to be conveniently carried from place to

While the music-rack of my invention is
intended primarily for use on pianos, it may,

without change in its structure, be conven- -

iently connected with the edee of a door or
other support.

The structure of my
clip for attachment to the piano or other Sup-
port, a bracket-arm detachably connected
therewith and inclining downwardly and

5 frontwardly therefrom, and a foldable rack-

frame detachably and adjustably connected
with the lower end of said bracket-arm, the
rack-frame being supported by the bracket-
arm, the bracket-arm by the clip, and the
clip by the upper front edge of a piano or
other convenient support. B '
The invention will be fully understood
from the detailed description hereinafter pre-

sented, reference being had to the accompa-

5 nying drawings, in which: _ _
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion

of a piano with the music-rack of my inven-
tion applied thereto in position for support-
ing the sheets of music in front of the per-

former; Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the

music-rack shown as supported on the edge
of a door; Fig. 3 is an edge view, partly
broken away and partly in section, of the
rack shown as applied to the upper front edge
of a plano, the rack-frame being illustrated
in central vertical section; Fig. 4 is a per-

- spective view, detached from one another

and ready for assembly, of the clip, bracket-

arm and central bar of the rack-frame, with -
.60

the nuts for connecting said parts together in

the manner in which they are represented in
Figs. 1, 2 and 3; Fig. 5 is

the clip with its means for securing the same
to the upper front edge of
ecige of a door or other sup

loosely a%plied
thereto, the dotted lines indicating sai clip

as turned from the vertical position shown in

igs. 1 and 3 to the horizontal position
shown in Fig. 2; and Fig. 7 is a front eleva-

fion of the rack-frame
condition. |

shown in its folded

In the drawings, 10 designa,fes a portion of

a plano of usual form and construction. |

Lo the upper edge of the front 11 of the
piano 10, I apply the music-rack of my in-
vention, this rack as '
clip 12, bracket-arm 14, and rack-frame 15,
the latter comprising a central vertical bar

16 to which is pivoted, at opposite sides of

its center, the horizontal bars 17, 18, which
are connected at their outer portions by ver-
tical bars 19 pivoted thereto.

aftord a support for

the lower edges of the
sheets of music:

and to the upper bars 17 I

pivot auxiliary bars or short strips 20 which

may be turned upwardly, as shown in Fig. 2,
to aid m supporting tall sheets of music or

folded downwardly in line with said bars 17 .
so as to be out of the way. The bars 17 eX-~
tend outwardly beyond the vertical bars 19,

and the lower ends of the bars 19 are pivot--
ally secured to the ends of the bars 18, thus,
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. 18 an enlarged de-
tached side elevation, partly in section, of:

2 piano or to the
_ port; Fig. 6 is a
detached front elevation of the clip and up-
| per end of the bracket-arm

a whole comprising a
80

The bars 18

| are of angle-shape in cross-section so as to
Invention comprises a
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as shown in Fig. 2, affording a su})port which .
)

will leave the lower corners of t 0
music entirely free to be reached by the per-
former in turning over the musie.

and that the upper outer portions of sald
sheets will be backed by the outwardly ex-

tending portions of the bars 17. It is my
intention to so construct the frame 15 as to

leave the lower outer corners of the sheets of
music entirely free from any obstructions

|

which might interfere with their being
quickly grasped in the operation

¢ sheets of -

The pro-

portions of the parts of the frame 15 are such .
that the bars 19 will stand inwardly from the
outer vertical edges of the sheets of music,

ition of turning
| over the music. ' The central bar 16 of the
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~ frame 15 is broader than the bars 17, 19, and
er and lower sections with

10

" npect the bars 17 at the middle of the frame, | propriately engage the rear face of the cen-
tral bar 16 of the frame 15 and with the
serew 35 and thumb-nut 36 securely hold the .
frame 15 at a suitable mclination to support
‘the sheets of music before the performer at

=2

formed 1n 1ts upp
vertical elongated slots 21, the middle of the
bar 16 being left intact between the adjoin-
ing ends of the bars 17, 18. 'The frame 15
may by reason of its construction hereinbe-
fore described, hawve its side portions folded
upwardly upon the central bar 16, as shown
in Fig. 7, whereby said frame is caused to

occupy but little space and may be conven-

iently carried. |
Upon the back of the central bar 16 1 se-
cure on the same rivets which pivotally con-

a metal plate 22 having Jaterally projecting

portions whose lower edges are bent for-
wardly to form lips 23, which, when the

 frame is unfolded or opened downwardly

20

into the condition in which it is illustrated
in Figs. 1, 2 and -3, afford stops to arrest the

downward movement of the foldable por-

tions of the frame, said lips being in a posi-

 tion in which they arrest the middle bars

25
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(17) of the frame 15 and thereby avoid any
tendency of the bars 17, 18, to turn down-
wardly beyond a horizontal position. '

The clip 12 comprises a metal bar bent to
form three sides which are preferably lined

with felt or other soft material 24, so that
the clip may not imjure any support to which
it may be ap

clip is formed with a threaded aperture 26

to receive a set screw 27 by which the clip

-~ may beclamped wpon the front 11 of a piano
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in the manner indicated in Fig. 3.

The inner end of the screw 27 is preferably

supplied with a rubber or other soft thimble
28 containing a metal plate 29, against which
the end of the screw 24 may bear, sard plate
29 being carried by the thimble 28 and mnot

formed ‘as a rigid part of said screw. The

outer member 30 of the clip 12 is provided

rigidly with a screw 31 and head 32, the lat-
ter being at the base of the screw and prefer-
ably being set diamond-shape, that 1s said

head 32 is rectangular in outline and 1s se-

cured ‘with its sides set at an angle to the
vertical plane of the member 30, whereby
the upper edge of the head 82 presents two -
diverging sides to the bracket-arm 14 to be
supported thereon, in lieu of only one side,
which would afford less surface and less sup-
port for the bracket-arm than the two sides
secured by the angular disposition of said.
head shown in Figs. 3 and 6. The chip 12
may be sectired to the upper front edge of a
piano by means of the sérew 27 In an ob-.
vious manmner, and said clip after being se-
cured in position will recerve the bracket-

arm 14.

The 'bracket;-fa;rm 14 ‘is ‘a plain metal bar
which inclines ‘downwardly and forwardly:

and has its upper end bent into a vertical

lied. One member 25 of the

925,465

32 carried by the clip 12. The aperture 33 in
the upper end of the arm 14 may pass freely

over the screw 31 and snugly receive the

head 32, the rear face of said end pressing
firmly against the outer face of the member

30 of the clip and the screw 31 being exposed
at the front of the arm 14 m position to re-
ceive the nut 34, which when tightened on
the screw 31 will firmly bind the upper end of
the bracket-arm 14 in position. . - -
~ The lower end of the bracket-arm 14 1s
bent at.an inclination but is less inclined than

70
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the main body of the arm, so that it may ap-

‘the piano. The lower end of the bar 14 1s
formed with a polygonal aperture 37 and the
‘screw 35 is formed with a polygonal section
38 adapted to enter and engage the sides of
-one of the slots 21 in the bar 16 and also enter
“and fill the aperture 37 in the lower end of the
| bar 14, whereby the screw 35 is prevented
from turning either in the slot of the bar 16
or in the aperture 37, and at the same time

the polygonal portion 38 of the screw 35 may

vertical adjustment of the latter on the
bracket-arm 14.

aperture 37, will engage the face of said bar

ing of the nut 36 on the screw 35..

85
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codperate with the edges of the slots 21 in the
‘bar 16 in guiding the frame 15 during any 95

. The screw 35 is formed .
with a head 39, which, when the polygonal
portion 38 of the screw is in the bar 16 and .
100
at opposite edges of the slot 21 and may be -
firmly bound against said bar by the tighten-

My invention thus comprises only three

‘main parts, to-wit: the clip 12, bracket-arm
14 and frame 15, and these parts are so con-
structed that they may be quickly applied to

109

and removed from a piano and quickly con- -

nected together and separated from one an-
other. The rubber thimble for the screw 27
and the lining of the clip 12 prevent during

110

the use of the piano any rattling of the clig on

the front 11 or any vibration from extending

to the bracket-arm 14 and frame 15, and said o

thimble and lining also prevent the clip from

115

marrin% the piano or other support to which -

1t may be applied.

One value of the invention resides in the

applicability of the structureto the front ofa

piano in position to hold the music nearer to

the eyes of the performer than is possible

with music-racks counstituting permanent

120

parts -of a piano, and I deem this feature of

the invention of very great importance, since

| after a wide experience I am convinced that 125

sheet-music should be brought nearer to the .

performer at a piano than has heretofore

have been permanent parts of pianos.

- -[ cus . '-%Eeen the case in instances in which the racks =
plane, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4, and aper- _ ent parts of pian o
tured, as at 33, to pass snugly upon the head | It is essential that there should be no vi- 130




10

190

o
o

40

o0

025,465

o3

bration of the parts of a music-rack attached | slotted bar to engage the lower end of said

to a piano, and this result has been attained
in the structure described, since the frame 15
has 1ts parts closely riveted together (al-
though capable of being folded and unfolded)
and the upper end of the arm 14 is capable of
bemg firmly supported on the head 32 and

bound against the front member 30 of the

clip 12.  The lower end of the arm 14 may be
firmly secured to the bar 16 and said arm 14
18 of considerable stiffness so as to prevent
vibration therein.
the arm 14 I form on its rear surface a lon-
situdinal rib 40, whereby said arm 14 is en-
abled to resist vibration and firmly support
at 1ts lower outer end the frame 15 and such
music as may be placed on said frame.

While my invention is primarily intended
for the use of piano players and to be ap-
plied to the upper front edge of a piano, it
may also be utilized in connection with other
supports, and 1n Fig. 2 T illustrate the music-
rack as applied to the edge of an ordinary
door, the only requirement necessary in at-
taching the rack to the edge of a door being
to slip the clip 12 horizontally on the edge of
the door instead of vertically over the up-
per front edge of a piano. After the clip 12
has been applied to the edge of a door or like
support, the bracket-arm 14 may be secured
thereto and the frame 15 then secured to
satld arm. |

In Fig. 6 I illustrate the clip 12 in its ver-
tical position by full lines and in its horizon-
tal position by dotted lines. In view of the
angular disposition of the head 32 on the
clip 12, T may always secure the value of
having two sides of said head as g support
for the arm 14, whether the clip is placed
%el'tically, as 1 Fig. 1, or horizontally, as in

19. 2.

When my invention is to be put out of use
or carried, the clip, bracket-arm and frame
15 may be detached from one another and

sald frame 15 have its sides folded upwardly

upon the bar 16, as shown in Fig. 2, in which
condition of the parts the supporting flanges
of the bars 18 form a trough between which
the bracket-arm 14 may be placed and the
whole compactly bundled together.

What I claim as my invention and desire

- to secure by Letters-Patent, is:

60

1. A music-rack comprising the clip hav-
mg means for securing it to a support and
provided at its front with a screw and a
polygonal head at the base thereof, a down-
wardly and frontwardly inclined bracket-
arm having at its upper end a polygonal ap-
erture to seat on said head and at its lower
end a polygonal aperture, a rack-frame for

supporting the music and having a central |

As a means for Sti‘ffening |

arm, a nut on said screw for securing the up-
per end of said arm, a screw having a head
to engage the face of said bar and a polygonal
portion to enter the slot therein and the ap-
erture at the lower end of said arm, and a
nut on said screw for binding said bar and
arm together; substantially as set forth.

2. A music-rack comprising the clip hav-
ing means for securing it to a support and

- provided with a screw and a polygonal head

at the base thereof presenting diverging up-
per sides, a downwardly and frontwardly in-
clined bracket-arm having at its upper end
a polygonal aperture to seat on said sides of
said head, a nut on said screw for binding
the upper end of said arm in position, and a
rack-irame secured on the lower end of said
arm; substantially as set forth.

3. A music-rack comprising a metal cli
having three sides in one of which is a 13111’*@.9,(‘1li
et aperture and on another of which is a
rigid screw and a head at the base thereof, a
clamping screw in said aperture having a
cushion on its inner end, a downwardly and
frontwardly inclined bracket-arm having at
its upper end an aperture to pass over said
rigid screw and seat on said head, a nut on

-

) said rigid serew for binding the upper end of
| said arm in position, and a rack-frame se-

cured on the lower end of said arm; substan-

tially as set forth. I
4. A music-rack comprising the clip hav-

ng means for securing it to a support,
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a downwardly and frontwardly inclined -

bracket-arm, means for detachably securing
sald arm to said clip, a rack-frame, and

' means for detachably securing the same to

the lower end of said arm; substantially as

set forth.

5. A music-rack comprising the clip hav-
Ing means for securing it to a support,
a downwardly and {frontwardly inclined
bracket-arm, means for detachably securing

' said arm to said clip, a rack-frame, and

l

means for detachably securing the same to
the lower end of said arm, said rack-frame
comprising a central bar, horizontal bars
pivotally secured at adjoining ends to oppo-
site side portions thereof, and vertical bars
pivotally secured to and connecting the

- outer portions of said horizontal bars, where-

by said frame at its sides may be folded on
said central bar; substantially as set forth.
oigned at New York city, in the county
ol New York and State of New York, this
21st day of September A. D. 1908.
JOSEPH C. DILLON.
Witnesses:
ARTHUR MARION,
Cuas. C. GrrL.
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