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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE A. MYERS, OF KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN.

TABLE.

No. 925,370.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented June 15, 1909.

Application filed February 14, 1908. Serial No. 415,865,

Lo all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, Georer A. Myzrs, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Kala-
mazoo, 1 the county of Kalamazoo and
State of Michigan, have invented a new and
useful Table, of which the following is a
specification. _

This invention has reference to improve-
ments m tables, and is designed more par-
ticularly for application to extension tables
used for domestic purposes, although appli-
cable to other purposes. _

The object of the present invention is to
obviate the usein an extension table of sepa-

5 rate leaves, and tomalke the table complete in

itself whether closed to its smallest size or
extended to i1ts greatest length, or whether
extended to any intermediate length.

The invention comprises a table composed

of two end sections, after the manner of an

ordinary extension table, with extensio
slides similar to those commonly used in
tables of this class. The top of the table,
however, is provided with a flexible covering
with a spring roller at one end for carrying
the covering rolled up thereon and for per-
mitting the covering to be unrolled when the
two parts of the table are
the other. Beneath the flexible covering
and resting on the extension slides is an
interconnected series of transverse strips,
the said strips being connected together at

their ends in pairs and each pair being con-

nected to the next adjacent pairs midway of
their length. At the central points and ends
the members of each pair of strips are con-
nected to limit the extent of movement be-
tween the two members of each pair in the
direction of the length of the table.

The table is provided with an edge rail,
which latter carries adjacent to the edges of
the pairs of lateral strips tongues arranged to
engage 1n recesses or seats in the joined ends
of the lateral strips.

The invention will be fully understood
irom the following detailed description,
taken in connection with the accompanvying
drawings forming part of this specification,
In which,— | S

Figure 1'is a perspective view of an exten-
sion table constructed in accordancewith the
present mvention, a portion of the flexible
covering being broken away; Fig. 2 is a bot-
tom plan view of the same, with the legs in
section; Kig. 3 is a longitudinal central sec-

tion of the table top, with a portion shown in

moved one from

greater distance than does the top

elevation; and Fig. 4 is a cross
portion of the table top. - _

referring to the drawings, there is shown
a table composed of two end sections 1
and 2. The end section 1 is provided with
a palr of fixed rails 3, and the end section 2 is

section of a

| provided with a pair of fixed rails 4; that is,

the rails 3 are fixed to the section 1 and the
rails 4 are fixed to the section 2. Interposed
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between the rails 3 and 4 is another pair of

ralls 5 movable with relation to both pairs of
rails 3 and 4. Though not so shown in the
drawings, it will be understood that these
rails are provided with tongues and grooves
and stops, so that the table may be drawn
out to the limit of its extension or pushed to-
gether until the two sections abut, after the
manner of an ordinary extension table, and
these rails constitute the ordinary sliding

rails of an extension table, and, therefore,

need no particular illustration or descrip-
tion. ' ' ' '

the rails 3 is a cross strip 6 carrying legs 7,
and secured to the section 2 by means of the

rails 4 is a cross strip 8 carrying legs 9, and

secured to the intermediate rails 5 is another
cross strip 10 carrying a center leg 11, all af-

ter the manner of an ordinary extension ta-
ble. Each end 1 and 2 of the table top is

composed of a top leaf 12 with depending

ends 13 and sides 14, which may be made of
ornamental molding to add to the esthetic
eifect of the table. The sides 14 extend to a

12, and

| ——
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B Secured to the table section 1 by means of
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surrounding the edge of the table are mold- -

ng strips 15, one strip extending across the

end of the table section and other strips ex-

tending to the ends of the side sections 14.

Kxtending across the top of the sections of
the table at the inner-end of the top leaf 12 is
a bar 16, between which and the free end of
the side strips 14 the said strips are cut away
for a purpose which will presently appear.
~Attached to one bar 16 1s one end of a flexi-

| ble table cover 17, the other end of which is

wound upon a roller 18 suitably journaled
between the two side strips 14 of the table

|-section 1 at the inner edge of the top leaf 12

thereof, and beyond this roller and up to the
inner ends of the side strips 14 of the table
section 1 these last-named strips are recessed
similar to the strips of the tabﬁ)esection 2.
Since the flexible cover and roller, which

may pe of the spring roller type, in them-

selves form no part of the present invention
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and have heretofore been used in connection

with extension tables, it is not deemed nec-
essary to describe these parts in detail fur-

ther than to state that the spring roller is or

may be similar to the ordinary curtain roller

~and may be provided, like the ordinary cur-
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~ broken.

tain roller, with tension regulating devices,
and is intended to take up the flexible cover-
ing 17 when the table sections are brought to-
sether, and to permit the same to unwind
from the roller when the table sections are

moved away from each other, thus keeping
the table cover always in a taut condition.
Since this table cover may be made of cloth,

and, as will hereinafter appear, is supported
at many points, and as the top of the cloth
may be made coincident with the top of the
leaves 12 of the table sections 1 and 2, the
table top, whether the table sections be
moved together or the table be extended, is
to all practical purposes smooth and un-

Resting upon the rails 3,4 and 5 are a num-

 ber of strips 19 of sufficient length to extend
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5 from one side molding 15 to the other side
molding 15, with the ends resting upon the.
sides 14 in the recesses formed therein when
‘the table sections are closed together so that
the sides 14 abut. 'L
wider than they are thick and they rest upon:
their edges on the rails 3, 4 and 5. The

These strips are much

~ strips 19 are secured together at their ends 1n
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- the sum- total of the extension.

pairs, as indicated at 20, and at their centers
the strips of each pair are secured to the ad-
jacent strips of the next pairs, as indicated at

21. The strips may be joined together by

glue or rivets or any other suitable means,
and since no special means are shown in the
drawings it may be considered that as shown
these strips are glued together at their meet-
eing quite thin the striﬁs are elastic in the
direction of extension of t
the table is drawn apart, with the end strips
of the entire series connected to the cross bars

16 at the inner ends of the top leaves 12 of

the table sections, these strips beimng con-
nected at their outer ends spread apart at
their middle portions, so that throughout
their length they are more or less bowed.
When the table sections are closed to-
gether the strips 19 are practically in contact
throughout their length, and when the table
is extended to its greatest length these strips
are still quite close together, since there are
many of the strips and but little separation ot
the individual strips is necessary to make up
In order

~ that these strips may be separated to prac-

60

tically the same amount at their center por-

~ tions they are connected through the center

65

and at each end by a flexible band 22 at-
tached to each pair of strips, with enough

slack to permit the necessary degree of sepa-

ration of the strips of each pair when the |

are joine

¢ table, and when

- 925,370

| table is extended to its full 1en'gth'.. _ By this
‘means each pair of strips is constrained to
‘separate to the same extent when the table

At

is lengthened out to its utmost hmait.

‘the edges of the table there is a similar sepa-
ration, which also is quite small: ~ The strips

19 resting upon the rails 3, 4 and 5 are sup-

ported quite near their ends, and, therefore,
‘the edges of the table are firm and unyield-
ing, and this is more especially due to the
fact that the strips of each pair are firmly

0
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united at these ends.. The elasticity of the

strips 19 and the spring in the roller 18 of

course tends to draw the end sections of the
table together when the table is extended,

but this tendency is small as compared with

the weight of the table and the friction of the
sliding parts. For this reason the table

when extended will remain in any position of

adjustment, and the spring action of the
strips and the spring in the roller is insufh-

80

8D

cient to cause any collapsing action of the -

table.

The molding strips 15 where they extend .

along the recessed portions of the sides 14 are

90

provided with longitudinal tongues 23 which -

‘engage in corresponding recesses 24 formed

in the joined ends of the pairs of strips 19.

| These tongues 23 engaging In the recesses or
notches 24 are particularly valuable when
the table is being moved or shipped, in that

all the parts will be held 1n place. _
The ends of the side molding strips 15
where they extend along the sides 14 adja-
cent to the recessed portions of said sides 14
have little or no support and so, in order that
these strips may be securely braced, they
to the sides 14 at the free ends
thereof by means of brackets or connecting
blocks 25. | | - | N
From the foregoing, it will be seen that
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there is always a full support for the table

top, and that whether the table be m the ex-

tended or contracted position or in any in-

termediate position the supporting parts are
to all intents and purposes equally distrib-
uted and are so close together that the top
acts as though made of solid material similar

to the removable leaves usually employed in

extension tables. However, there are no
removable parts to a table formed in accord-
ance with the present invention, and, conse-
quently, the table may be lengthened or con-
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fracted to any extent at any time without -

the necessity of even removing the table

cloth for the purpose, where such a cloth 1s

used. _ ' ' -
I claim:—

1. An extension table comPrisihg two end

sections, sliding rails connecting the same, a

cover adjustable proportionately to ~the

movement of the table sections relative to

each other, and supports for said cover car- |

ried by the rails and comprising elastic strips

120
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laterally disposed with reference to the table, 13
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sald strips being joined at their ends in pairs
and each strip being joined at the middie to
the adjacent strip of the next pair, and the
end strips of the series being connected to the
respective end sections of the table, the'said
strips being movable to and from each other
by the movement of the end sections of the
table.

2. An extension table comprising end sec-
tions, sliding rails connecting the same, a
cover having one end connected to one of the
end sections, a spring roller housed in the
other end section and connected to the cor-
responding end of the cover, and a support
for the cover consisting of a continuous
series of elastic strips connected together
alternately at their end and middle portions
and joined to and joining the end sections,
sald series of strips being upheld by the
sliding rails and capable of extension and
contraction with the movement of the end
sections.

3. An extension table having two end sec-
tions movable relative one to the other, said
sections having recesses formed therein, and
an extensible and collapsible series of later-
ally disposed elastic strips joined together
alternately at their end and middle portions
and also joined to and joining said end sec-
tions and capable of moving into and out of
the recesses formed in the said end sections,
sald strips also having recesses formed in
their ends, and side strips applied to the
sides of the table sections and having tongues

| —

adapted to enter the recesses tormed in the

ends of the strips.
4. An extension table having two end

[

sections movable relative one to the other,
an extensible and collapsible series of later-
ally disposed elastic strips joined together
alternately at their ends and middle por-
tions and also joined to and joining the said
end sections, a cover supported by the strips
and adjustable proportionately to the rela-
tive movement of the said end sections, and
means for upholding the strips.

5. ‘An extension table comprising two end
sections having recesses formed therein,
sliding rails connecting said end sections, a
cover having one end connected to one of the
end sections, a spring roller housed in the
other end section and connected to the
corresponding end of the cover, and an ex-
tensible and collapsible series of laterally
disposed elastic strips joined together alter-
nately at their ends and middle portions and
also joined to and joining the said end sec-
tions and capable of moving into and out of
the recesses formed in the said end sections,
the strips also having recesses formed in
their ends, side strips applied to the sides of
the table sections and having tongues adapt-
ed to enter the recesses formed i the ends

&
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of the strips and flexible spacing bands con-

nected to all the pairs of strips at the middle
portions and at each end thereof.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-~
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE A. MYERS.

Witnesses:
' FRANK S. WESTON,
WINIFRED CASE.
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