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To all whom 1t may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, GrorgE WILLIAM
Hoover, a subject of the King of Great
Britain, residing at St. Thomas, county of

5 Klein, Province of Ontario, Canada, have
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invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Fastening Devices; and I do hereby
declare that the following 1s a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to fastening devices,

particularly for use in securing fisnh plates
on railway ralls.

The object of my invention 1s to provide
a threadless fastening in which an 1nsertible
member has a beveled surface working
acainst a beveled wall of a slot, to provide
a quick action in tightening up the fish
plates.

A further object is to provide means for
securing the msertible member in place and
to provide means for guiding the securing
and Insertible members into a slot.

A further object 1s to provide means for
removably maintaining the securing mem-
ber on the insertible member, so that the
securing member may be easily replaced;
and, my invention consists of the con-
struction, combination, and arrangement of
parts, as herein illustrated, described, and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings forming
part of this application, 1 have illustrated
one form of embodiment of my invention,
in which drawings similar reference charac-
ters designate corresponding parts, and In
which:

Figure 1 is a transverse vertical section
through a rail and fish plate showing my in-
vention 1 side elevation, but 1 abnormal
position with relation to the rail for the sake
of better illustration,—the normal position
of the key being horizontal; Fig. 2 1s an end
elevation; Kig. 3 is a plan view of the end
of the bar and connecting parts; Hig. 4 1s g
vertical longitudinal section through the end
of the bar; Fig. 5 1s a perspective of the
block; ¥ig. 6 1s a plan of the key; and, Kig. 7
1s a perspective of the key locking member.

 Referring to the

| parts, 1 designates a
headed bar having at its headed end an oval
shoulder 2 and having adjacent 1ts opposite

end a longitudinal slot 3, having a straight
wall 4 at one end and a beveled wall 5 at the
opposite end. -

Slidably disposed on the bar 1 1s a block

6 having a bore adapted to receive the bar 1

and having in one face a transverse groove.

Disposed through the slot 3 and lying with
one edge In the groove 7 is a key 8, having
one straight edge 9 and having its opposite

side 10 beveled and arranged to bear on the

beveled wall 5 of the slot 3, so that when the
key 8 is driven in its beveled side acting on
the beveled wall 5 secures quick adjustment
of the block 6 longitudinaliy of the bar 1.
The straight wall 4 of the bar 1 and the
aroove 7 of the block 6 are adapted to receive
the straight side 9 of the key and to aflord a
solid bearing therefor. Extending from the
sides 9 and 10 of the key adjacent one end are
slots 11, adapted to receive lugs 12 of a se-
curing or locking member 122, so that said
member is retained on the key when it 1s
driven into the slots 3 and groove 7. To
Jock the key against retraction, the tapered
end 13 of the locking member 122 1s bent up
slightly as best shown in Fig. 2. To facili-
tate the insertion of the member 122 one side
Is cut away as at 14 so as to leave a beveled
face 15 and a straight side 16. In mserting
the key 8 in the member 122, the tapered
ends of these members readily enter the slot
3 and the beveled face 15 of the locking mem-
ber 122 guides said member into the groove 7
with little friction.

The rail A, the fish plates B having oval
openings C are all of common construction.
The slots C are made of a size so that the oval
shoulder 2 prevents the bar 1 from turning
so that the key 8 is normally held in a hori-
zontal position to facilitate its insertion mto
the slot 3.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent 1s:

In a fastening device, a headed bar, a
block thereon, a longitudinal slot 3 through

| said bar, a transverse groove 7 in the face of
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said block adapted to codperate with the slot
in said bar, a two-part locking device com-
prising a key 8 and a codperating locking
member 122 both of said members being
adapted for insertion mmto the aforesaid slot
and groove to thereby lock the members to-
cether,slots in the aforesaid key 8, and lugs 12
on the aforesaid locking member adapted to

engage said slofs to thereby lock said key and
locking member together. 10
In witness whereof I have hereunto set
my hand 1n the presence of two witnesses.
GEORGE WIiLLIAM HCOOVER.
Witnesses:
W. L. WickerT,
Epwa CAMPBELL.
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