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To all whom ot may concern:

Be it known that I, LABEN A. SMITH, &
citizen of the United States, residing at
Giastonia, in the county of Gaston and State
of North Carvolina, have invented new and
useful Timprovements in Quilting-Frames, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to quilting irames
and has for its object to provide a compara-
tively simple and inexpensive device of this
character adapted to be suspended from a
track or other over-head support and by
means of which a quilt may be conveniently
supported in position to be operated upon by
a8 sewing-machine.

A further object 1s to provide an 1mproved
form of track for suspending the quilting
frame from a ceiling or other support, said
track including terminal heads connected
by spaced rods upon which are mounted for
travel the wheels or rollers of the quilting
frame carriage. |

A still further object of the invention 1s
oenerally to improve this class of devices, so
as to increase their utility, duvability and
efficiency.

Further objects and advantages will ap-
pear in the following description, it being
understood that various changes in form,
proportions and minor details of construc-
tion may be resorted to within the scope of
the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specification:—I¥igure 1 1s a per-
spective view of a quilting frame constructed
in accordance with my invention, showing
the manner of suspending the same from a
ceiling or other support. Fig. 2 1s an en-
larged detail sectional view of one end ot the
quilting {rame.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in ail of the figures of the
drawings.

The 1mproved quilting frame forming the
subject matter of the present invention in-
cludes an over-head track comprising ter-
minal substantially tri-angular shaped neads
5 formed of wood or other suitable material
and having longitudinally disposed grooves 6
formed in their upper faces for the reception
of a connecting bar or strip 7, there being
perforations formed in the strip 7 and the
adjacent heads 5 for the reception of bolts or
similar fastening devices 8 which screw mto
the ceiling or other support and serve to
anchor the track thereon,

- end-piece 19, as shown.

One or more brackets 9 are preferably se-
cured to the upper surface of the longitudinal
connecting bar 7 and provided with diverg-
ine arms terminating 1n laterally extending
perforated ears 10 adapted to receive suitable
fastening devices and thus assist 1n suspend-
ing the track from the ceiling. _

Disposed on opposite sides of the connect-
ing strip 7 are longitudinal rods 11 having
their opposite ends threaded and extended
through suitable openings 12 formed in the
adjacent heads for engagement with clamp-
ing nuts 13 so that by rotating the nuts 13,
the tension of the rods may be regulated at
will. The rods 11 constitute a track upon
which is mounted for travel a carriage 14.
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The carriage 14 comprises one Or more trans-
verse bars united by a longitudinal connect-
ing bar 15 and to the opposite ends of which
are riveted, soldered or otherwise rigidly se-
cured supports 16 in which are journaled

wheels or rollers 18 for engagement with the

roas 11. | o

Suspended from the carriage 14 is the quult-
ing frame proper, the latter being substan-
tially rectangular in shape and formed of
spaced end bars 19 and 20 connected by lon-
oitudinally disposed rollers 21, the latter be-
ing provided with a series of impaling hooks
22 for engagement with the quilt or other
work being operated upon. The ends of the
rollers 21 at the end-piece 20 are reduced to
form cylindrical bearings 23 which engage
corresponding bearings formed in said end-
piece, while the terminals of the rollers at the
end-piece 19 are provided with squared por-
tions 24 for engagement with correspond-
ingly squared sockets 25 in said end-piece,
the squared portions 24 being provided with
reduced cylindrical portions 26 which nor-
mally project beyond the outer face of the

' Thus it will be seen
that by moving the end-piece 19 laterally on
to the cylindrical portions 26 of the bars 21
either bar may be rotated to wind the qualt
onsaid barsand thus present afreshsurfaceto
the needle, said bars 21 being locked against
accidental rotation by moving the end-piece
19 into engagement with the squared portions
24 of the rollers.

The quilting frame is suspended from the
carriage by means of diverging rods 27 hav-
ing their upper ends provided with terminal
hoolks 28 which engage suitable eyes 29 car-

ried by the transverse bars of the carriage,
' while the lower ends of said bars are extended
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to the opposite ends of the end-pieces 19 and

20 and provided with similar hooks 30 ar-

ranged to engage loops or eyes 31 secured in

any sultable manner to the upper longitudi-
nal edges of said end-pieces.
seen that by moving the carriage 14 longitu-
dinally of the over-head track or support, the
quilt may be positioned beneath the em-
broidering needle of a sewing-machine, while,
by rotatmg either of the cylinders or rollers

21, the quilt mav be wound upon said rollers
] "

so as to present a fresh surface to the needle
and thus permit the entire surface of a quilt
to be operated upon without removing the
latter from the quilting frame.

Having thus described the invention what
1s claimed is:—

L. In a quilting frame, an over-head track
comprismg terminal heads having longitudi-
nally alined grooves formed in their upper
surfaces, a longitudinal bar seated in said
grooves and connecting the heads, fastening

devices extending through the heads and bar

at said grooves for engagement with a ceiling
or other support, brackets secured to the lon-

gitudinal bar between the heads for attach-

ment to the ceiling, rods disposed on oppo-
site sides of the longitudinal bar and having
their terminal portions extending through
the adjacent heads and provided with
threads, a carriage mounted for travel on the
rods, a frame suspended from the carriage,
and clamping nuts engaging the threaded
ends ol the rods and bearing against the ad-
jacent longitudinal edges of the heads for
adjusting the tension of said rods.

2. In a quilting {rame, an over-head track
comprising terminal heads substantially tri-
angular in contour and having their upper
surfaces provided with longitudinally dis-
posed grooves and their opposite sides
formed with openings, a longitudinal bar

Thus it will be

925,046

seated m the grooves of the heads, fastening
devices passing through said heads and lon-
gitudmal bar for engagement with a ceiling

or other support, brackets secured to the up-~

per surface of the longitudinal bar between

the terminal heads and provided with later-
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ally extending perforated ears adapted to

bear against the ceiling, spaced rods disposed
on opposite sides of the longitudinal bar and
having their opposite ends threaded and ex-

-

heads, a carriage mounted for travel on the
rods, a frame suspended from the carriage,
and clamping nuts engaging the threaded
ends ol the rods and bearmg against the ad-
jacent heads for regulating the tension of the
rods. '

3. Ina quilting frame, an over-head track,
a carriage mounted for travel on said track

and provided with spaced eyes, a frame dis-

posed beneath the carriage and including
spaced end-pieces having eyes secured to
their upper longitudinal edges, one of said
end pieces being formed with squared sock-
ets and the other with cylindrical sockets,
rollers connecting the end-pieces and each
having one end thereof provided with a cy-
lindrical portion arranged to enter the cylin-
drical socket in the adjacent end-piece, the

opposite end of each roller being provided
~with a squared portion adapted to enter the

squared socket in the opposite end-piece of
the quilting frame and provided with a re-

duced cyhndrical extension, and rods pro-

vided with terminal hooks arranged to en-

“gage the eyes on the carriage and end-pieces
‘respectively. :

LABEN A. SMITH.

Witnesses:
W. R. Craig,
W. L. Saorm.
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