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To all whom ot may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Timormy H. Mur-
NANE, a citizen of the United States, resid-
img at Boston, 11 the county of Suffolk and
State of Massachusetts, have invented a new
and usetul Improvement in Base-Ball-Kield
Markers, of which the following 1s a specifi-
cation.

My 1nvention relates to base ball field
markers for the diagrammatical lines of base
ball grounds or other- playing fields, and the
embodiment shown herein pertains particu-
larly to the two parallelograms known as the
batﬂnan s lines of a base ball field.

Prior to my invention, it has been the
practice to trace the field hnes with chalk or
lime, either m powdered or Liqmd form,
which in places that are frequently used be-
come quickly obliterated, and may be dis-
tinguished for only a short portion of the
1:-@1*10(_[ of a game.

The object of my mvention is to produce
a device by which the playing lines may be

permanently displayed, and which waill
avold obstruction and 1nterference with
play.

Another obJect of my 1nvention is to pro-
duce a more simple, cheap and effective
marker of the character described than has
heretofore been accomplished, and which
will enable the rules of play to be more care-
fully observed and enforced.

To these eunds, the mmvention includes the
combinations and arrangements of com-
ponent parts to be hereinafter described and
particularly poimnted out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, a portion
of a base ball field 1s shown 11111st1‘£1t1n0 Ty
mnv enuon applied to the Lnes of the Dats-
man’s box, i which—

Fioure 1is a plan view thereot; Ifig. 2 1s
2 detail perspective view of game detached
from the gromlr:L1 ancd e, 3 1s a transverse
sectional view of the device embedded 1n
the ground, taken on the line 1—1 of Hig. 1,

"\I) invention includes, generally, a base
plate buried beneath the surface of the
ground, and having a longitudinal groove
therein, a strip of slashed r ibber or ~ other
suitable flexible fabric secured in said oT00Ve
and projecting above the upper face of the
base plate and substantially flush or shightly
above the surface of the ground, and an-
chors or stakes to which the plate is secured.

In the accompanying drawings which
llustrate my invention as apphed to the

lines known as the “batsman’s box” of a
base ball field, 1 designates a base plate of

wood or other suitable material which 1s
provided with a longitudinal eroove 2 in 1ts
upper face. Secured by any suitable means
1 sald groove 1s a strip of flexible fabric 3,
such as rubber or canvas, which pI‘O]eCtS
above the tace of the pl:-lte 1. daid flexible
strip may be slashed into short sections
above the face of the base plate, as shown
for the purpose hereimatter described.

In forming the * batsman’s box ” shown n
the drawings, the base plate 1s mitered at the
corners and united by leaf hinges 5 having
one leaf thereot 6 secured to one of the sides
by screws and the other leaf 7 detachably se-
cured to the other side by straps 8.

In use, the base plate 1 1s buried beneath
the surface of the ground on the lines of the
diagram of the fhsaldj and secured 1n position
by anchors or stakes 4 to- which the plate
may be attached by screws or in any suitable
manner.
strip 3 1s designed to come flush with the
surface of the oround or project shightly
thereabove. In this manner the outlines of
the diagram are permanently marked and
will not become obliterated by use, and the
device affords no obstruction or interference
with the action in running or sliding by
reason of the slashing of the flexible stup 3,
which 1s the only poulon above the ground.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and desire to be secured by
Lettem Patent, 15—

1. An article of the class cdescribed, com-
prising rigid longitudinally grooved base
plates ‘1dapted to be anchoved beneath the
surface of the ground, longitudinal flexible
strips secured 1n the groove in said base
plates, and projecting above the faces there-
of, the exposed portions of said strips being
slashed into sections, said base plates bemﬂ
mitered and united at their corners by leat
hinges, substantially as described.

2. An article of the class described, com-
prising rigid longitudinally grooved plates
qdapted to be anchored beneath the surface
of the ground, longitudinal flexible strips se-
cured in the 01‘00Ve n said base plates and
projecting above the faces thereof, the ex-

| posed portions of said strips bemﬂ slashed

The upper edge of the flexible
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into sections, said base plates being mitered | signed my name in the presence of two sub-
at their corners and united at their corners | scribing witnesses.

by leaf hinges, one member of said hinges _ _ ANTE
being 1‘101d1y secured upon the plates and the | - TIMOTHY H. MURNANE.
; other member bemg shidably secured upon Witnesses:

the adjacent plate, Subshntmlly as described. - Janmms A. (GALLIVAN,
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto CHARLES I‘ GiA YNOR.
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