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To all whom 1t may concern.

Be it known that I, JOIN MAITLAND, & citl-
son of the United States, and resident of
Swampscott, county of Kssex, State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented an Improvement
h Slack Take - Ups for Pendant Electrie
Lights, of which the following description, 1n
connection with the accompanying drawing,
is a specification, like letters on the drawmg
representing like parts,

This invention has for its object the pro-
duction of a simple and eflective device for
taking up the slack wire n pendent electric
lichts where 1t 18 necessary OI desirable to
rouse or lower the height of the light from
time to time.

A very common mode of taking up such
Jlack is to form a bend and loose knot In the
wire, but this 1s obijectionable, as 1t strains
the wires and is a ready way to mnjure the 1n-
sulation and is also very unsightly. Devices
for taking up the slack have been made in the
form of balls having holes through which the
wires pass and are held frictionally, but it 18
difficult to pass the wires through the holes in
the first instance, and too, the insulation 1s
quite frequently worn off when adjusting the

length of the wire for a change in the height

of the light.

My improved slack take - up 18 SO col-
trueted that it can be instantly applied to or
cemoved from the suspending wire, without
the employment of <killed labor, and adjust-
ment of the light can be made quickly and
casily without any danger of stripping or 1n-
juring the insulation, while the device 1s very
simple and cheap to malke.

The various novel features of my invention
will be fully described in the subjoined speci-
fication and particularly pointed out in the
following claims. ‘

Figure 1 is a view 1n elevation of a pendent
electric light with a slack take-up em odying
one form of my invention applied thereto;
Fig. 2 is an enlarged side el%va,tion of the
take-up device shown in Fig. 1; Fig. 3 1s an
ond view of the take-up device; Xig. 4 1S &
sectional detail thereo¥ on the line 4—4,
Fig. 3.

Referring to Fig. 1, L represents an elec-
tric light and its shade, of ordinary construc-
tion, suspended by the usual overhead 1nsu-
lated wire W, which in practice 1s secured at
its upper end by a rosette or similar device
to the ceiling or other support.
desired to raise or lower the light

When 1t 1s

the suspending wire must be taken up or let
out, and accordingly the wire in practice 18
made as long as the lowest position of the
licht requires, so that when it is elevated the
slack of the wire must be taken care of.
This slack wire is taken up and held as re-
quired by a novel slack take-up forming my
present Invention, and now to be described.
" In the present embodiment of the inven-
tion I provide an elongated carrier 1, prefer-
ably of wood or other suitable non-conduct-

ing material,and on eachend thereof I mount"

a Wire-engaging or gripping member. ach

member is herein shown as composed of two

jaws 2, 3, cut away on their inner faces to

leave overlapping shoulders 4, o, see Iig. 4,

which are pivotally connected by a headed
‘n or stud 6 which is extended into and
<ed in the end of the carrier. _

The engaging ends of the jaws are recessed
as at 7, Tig. 3, to embrace the wire W, and
their opposite or free ends diverge, and are
normally separated by a suitable spring &
interposed between them.

Referring to Figs. 1 and 2 1t will be seen
that the eripping members extend laterally
from the carvier, the engaging ends of the
two pairs of jaws being located one above the
other, at one and the same side of the car-
rier.

To apply the take-up to the wire the free
ends of the jaws are compressed Dy the fin-
oers, thereby opening the engaging ends of
the jaws and permitting the wire W to enter
the Tecess or socket 7, aiter which the iree

ends of the jaws are released and the spring 8

causes the jaws to firmly yet yieldingly en-
oage and hold the wire. By slightly slack-
ening one or the other oripping members the
wire can be drawn through to take up the
proper amount of slack, the bight or loop W

of slack wire being sustained between the

two eripping members, as shown in Figs. 1
and 2.

Tt will be manifest that the adjustment of
ihe slack can be made quickly and easily and
such slack is firmly held when the adjust-
ment is made, and the device can be 1n-
stantly applied or removed by any one, with-
out any danger to the insulation of the wire
and without the use of tools.

The device is simple 1n structure,

light 1n

weight, and it can be constructed at a very

low cost, and in various forms without de-
parting from the spirit and scope of my 1n-
vention as set forth in the annexed claims.
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Having fully described my imvention, what
I claim as new and desire {0 secure by Let-
ters Patent is:— -

1. A slack take-up for pendant electric
lights, comprising a carrier, and gripping
members mounted on and laterally extended
from the opposite ends of the carrier, each
member having separable, yieldingly-con-
trolled jaws, said gripping members to en-
gage the suspending wire at two points and
sustain between them the bight or loop of
slack wire.

2. A slack take-up for pendant electric
lights, comprising an elongated carrier, and
spring-actuated gripping members mounted
on the opposite ends of and extended later-
ally from the carrier, to yieldingly engage
the suspending wire at separated pointsand
sustain between them the loop of slack wire.

3. A slack take-up for
lights, comprising an elongated carrier, and

lights, comprising

pendant electric

925,004

a gripping member mounted on each end of
the carrier and extended laterally therefrom,
each member comprising two pivotally-con-
nected wire-engaging jaws and a spring to
normally close the jaws. _ '

4. A slack take-up for pendant electric
an elongated carrier, a
pair of pivoted wire-engaging jaws mounted
on each end of the earrier and extended laf-
crally therefrom, the free ends of the Jaws
being manually compressible to effect open-
mg of the jaws, and a spring interposed be-
tween the free ends to normally maintain
closed the engaging ends of said JAWS.

In testimony .
name to this specification, in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. - '

JOIIN MAITLAND.

Witnesses:

JOHN C. EDWARDS,
1moMas J. DruMMonD.

whereof, I have signed my
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