M. BLOW.

~ BACK FOR HOLDING LIFE PRESERVERS,
. APPLIGATION FILED MAR. 20, 1909,

Patented June 15,1909.




R
O

b N
:1--'1

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

MOSES BLOW, OF EAST CHARLOTTE, VERMONT.

" RACK FOR HOLDING LIFE-PRESERVERS.

No. 924,881.

Speciﬁcation of Letters Patent.

Patented June 15, 1909.

Application filed March 20, 1909. Serial No. 484,835.

To all whom 1t may concern.:

Be it known that I, Moses Brow, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Kast Char-
lotte, in the county of Chittenden and State
of Vermont, have invented certain new anc
nseful Tmprovements in Racks for Holding
Life-Preservers; and I do hereby declare the
tollowing to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will en-
ble others skilled in the art to which 1t
appertains to make and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, and to the letters of reference maiked

thereon, which form a part of this speciiica-.

t1om. |

This invention relates to new and useful
improvements in racks for holding life pre-
cervers and so arranged that a large number
of preservers may be instantly deposited
upon the deck of a boat and in readiness for
use, by simply pulling upon a cord or chain
to allow the rack to be released.

The invention comprises various details ox
construction and combinations and arrange-
ments of parts which will be hereinafter
fully described and then specifically defined
in the appended claims.

I illustrate my invention in the accom-
panying drawings, in which :—

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing, 1n
solid lines, a rack positioned so as to hold a
series of life preservers. Fig. 2 is a front
elevation showing the rack lowered, and I1g.
3 is an end view. '

Reference now being had to the details of
the drawings by letter, A designates the
joists upon the ceiling underneath the deck
of a boat, and fixed to said ribs are the ears
B in which the pivot pins C are mounted.
D designates links having bifurcated ends
and apertured at their ends for the reception
of said pivot pins, whereby the links may be
pivotally connected to the celling. The op-
posite end of each link has pivotally mount-
ed therein, a rod E which may be of any
length and forming a portion of the rack I,
which latter has the cross-pieces G which are
apertured for the reception of a series of ribs
II. K designates a rotatable shatt which 1s
mounted in suitable bearings K’ upon sald
joists and has one or more reels or drums K?
fixed thereto, and L: designates chains fasten-
ed to and adapted to wind about said reels or
2rums and also secured to the free swinging
ond of the rack in any suitable manner. Fixed

to said rotatable shaft Kisa ratchet wheel O, | having

and Q is a hand wheel

ixed also to said shaft
and affords means for rotating the latter
when it is desired to wind the chams upon
the reels in the act of drawing the rack into
position to hold a series of life preservers.
Pivotally mounted upon one of sald joists
is an S-shaped pawl R, one end of which 1s
designed to engage the teeth of said ratchet
wheel, and S is a spring fastened at one end
to the pawl and at its other end to the celling
and is adapted to hold the end of the pawi
in engagement with the
ratchet wheel. A chain or cord, designated
by letter T, is fastened to one end of the
pawl and is adapted to extend down to &
convenient location whereby any one desir-
ing to release the rack may do so by pulling
down upon the chain T, causing the pawl to
be released, thereby allowing the rack to tall
down by gravity and deposit the life pre-
servers upon the floor or deck.

It will thus be noted from the foregoing
that by the provision of a life preserver rack
embodying the features of my invention, a
simple and eflicient apparatus is afforded
whereby a large number of life preservers
which may be normally held by the rack up
against the ceiling 1n the manner shown,
may be instantly deposited upon the deck
below in readiness for use, by simply pudl-
ing upon the pawl releasing chains and allow-
ing the rack to swing down as will be readily
understood.

What I claim to be new 18— -

{. In combination, with a celling, a rota-
table shatt mounted in suitable bearings fas-
tened to the ceiling, a ratchet wheel fixed to
said shaft, a hand wheel upon the latter, &
pivotal spring-pressed pawl engaging the
tooth of the ratchet wheel, releasing chains
socured to the pawl, links pivotally con-
nected to the ceiling, a rack pivotally con-
nected to said links, drums fixed to sald
shafts, and chains winding about sald drums
and fastened to said rack, as set forth.

"9 In combination with a ceiling, a rota-
table shaft mounted in suitable bearings fas-
tened to the ceiling, a ratchet wheel fixed to
said shaft, a hand wheel upon the latter, a

pivotal spring-pressed pawl engaging the

taoth of the ratchet wheel, releasing chains
secured to the pawl, bearing members fas-
tened to the ceiling, bifurcated links having
pins passing through registering aperuures

therein and said bearing members, a rack
a rod which is journaled in register-
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‘ing apertures in the opposite ends of said
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inks, drums secured to said shaft, and
chains about said drums and fastened to the

rack, as set forth.

3. In combination with 2 celling, a rota-

table shaft mounted in suitable bearings
thereon, a ratchet wheel fixed to said shaift,

a pivotal spring-pressed -pawl engaging said

ratchet wheel, releasing chains connected to
sald pawl, a hook pivotally connected to the

.’
]

cething and adapted to hold said pawl out of

engagement with the ratchet wheel, links

{

| .

pivotally connected to the ceiling, and a
ack pivotally connected to said links, drums
fixed to 'said shaft, and chains winding about 15
said drums and fastened to said rack, as set
forth. o G IACE s s
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
‘signature in the presence of tyvo ‘witnesses. |
' : - MOSES BLOW.
Witnesses: S
- Ho W, Tracy, 2d,

I'rED. PATTERSEN.
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