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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Groree L. BUCKMAN,

a citizen of the United States, residing at

Washington, in the Distriect of Columbia,

have 1nvented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Combined Match-Cases and
Cigar-Tip Cutters, of which the following is
a specification. -

My invention relates to improvements in

combined match cases and cigar-tip cutters.

The primary object of the invention is the
provision of a match case and a codperative
automatic cigar cutter.

Another object contemplated by the in-
vention 1s the provision of means for auto-
matically and simultaneously severing the
tip of a cigar and opening the cover or lid of
the receptacle.

A still further object of the invention is to

provide an automatic cigar-tip cutting mech-

anism which may be incorporated as a com-
ponent part of a match case or the like and
detached therefrom with facility when the oc-
casion so requires without in any way alter-
ing the arrangement and construction of the
ordinary type of match case, the said device

when included in the organization being de-
signed to occupy a minimum space, all the

parts thereof being so positioned relatively
to the case that any danger of said parts con-
tacting with the heads of the matches and
1gniting the same will be entirely precluded.

To the accomplishment of the recited ob-
jects and others codrdinate therewith, the
preferred embodiment of my invention re-
sides 1n that construction and arrangement
of parts hereinafter described, ilustrated in
the accompanying drawings, and embraced
within the scope of the appended claims.

In said drawings :—Figure I i1s a front ele-
vation of a match case embodying the inven-
tion. Fig. IT 1s a side elevation of the case,
the parts thereof being shown in central
vertical section and in a position of inac-
tivity. Fig. III is a similar view showing
the relations assumed by the cigar-tip cut-
ting mechanism and the cover after the
former has been actuated. Fig. IV is a de-
tail perspective view of the cigar-tip cut-
ting mechanism. Fig. V is a stmilar view
taken from the opposite side of the device,
and Fig. VI 1s a detail perspective view of

- the knife and supporting means therefor.

5D

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings for a detail description of my invention,
the numeral 5 designates a mateh case which

outer base portion of the member

| may be of any preferred construction, obvi-

ously provided with a hinged cover (6) and
having on one side thereof a circular aper-

“ture (7), the edges of the box surrounding

sa1d aperture being beveled, as at 8, in order
to assist 1n directing the tip of a cigar.

The cigar-tip cutting mechanism com-

| prises essentially a substantially U-shaped

frame used conjunctively with the knife and
actuating means therefor. The upright por-
tions (9) and (10) of said frame are formed

60
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of suitable spring metal and are arranged in

vertical parallelism, the upper portions there-
of being flexed from points approximately
mecially of the vertical extent of said mem-
bers (9) and (10) to form slots (11) and
(12) of substantially rectangular contour
and being oppositely disposed to each other.
Slidably mounted in said slots (11) and
(12) are the member (13) and the knife
(14) respectively, the said knife having an
mclined beveled cutting edge (15) and be-
g secured exteriorly of the lower right
angularly deflected portion (16) of the

member (13), as at 17, the distal ends of
the portion (16) serving as a shoulder (18),

the purpose of which will be presently set

forth. Centrally of the bent portion of the
89

vertically extending upright (10) is a circu-
iar opening (19) with a circumference some-
what less than the circumference of the aper-
ture (7) in.the box, relative to which, the
sald opening (19) is designed to be placed in
juxtaposition. Interposed between the up-
rights (9) and (10) and bearing against the

the 1nner base portion of the U-shaped frame
1s a coll spring (20). As an enfirety the
cutting mechanism is fixedly or rigidly se-
cured by inserting a pin, as 21, transversely
of the case (5) through the openings (22)
of the arms

integral part of the upright (9).

In practical operation the shoulder (18),
which 1s located on the inner side of the
knife (14) and formed by the distal end of
the member (13), normally engages the
lower edge of the flexed portion of the mem-
ber (10) as clearly indicated in Figs. 1T
and V of the accompanying drawings. As
the tip of a cigar 1s inserted in the opening
(7) of the box the periphery thereof con-
tacts with the edge around the opening (18)
of the spring member (10), and when suffi-
cient pressure 1s exerted on said cigar the
said member (10) is forced inwardly, there-

(13) and
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(23) which are formed as an
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by C“Lusmtr the slot (11) to be )laced in ver- | a cigar on Smd frame for causing 5&1(1 knlfe'
to sever the tip of a cigar and simultaneously

tical almement with the kmfe (14) and the
angular portion (16) of the member (13)
and allowing said portions to be forced up-
wardly by the tensile stress of the coil Spring
(20), the cutting edge (15)

underneath side of the cover (6), as 1ndi-
cated by dotted lines in Fig. IT of the draw-
ings, causing the said cover to oscillate and
assume the open position shown in Fig. 111
of the .drawings. It will be noted in this
connection that the extended position of the
knife and the member (13) produces a slight
contraction of the proximal ends of the up-
rights (9) and (10), such contraction being
uttrlbuted to the 111ter19081t1011 of the portmn

(16) of the member (13). Upon bringing

the cover (6) to a closed position the same

will engage the terminal of the member (13)

and. bjf 61611311’10 a slight pressure on the
cover the said member will be forced down--
wardly
_thereby causing the arm (1
resiliency to resume its normal vertical con-

against the action of said Spring

dition, whereupon the said shoulder (18)

will eno%ge the lower edge of the flexed por--
tion of the upright '(10) and hence assume

a set position to again be automatically actu-
ated by the tip of a CloAar. | -
In addition to the other advantaoes ac-

credited to my 1nvention it will appear evi-

dent that the same 1s simple 1n construction
and operation, economical to market and

manufacture and will supply a vast field of

usefulness. _ _
It should be understood that mn 1ts broader
aspect my 1nvention comprehends the em-

ployment not only of the various means de-

seribed, but of equivalent means for per-

_formmo the recited functions.

While the arrangement shown 3 is thouﬂht
at the present tlme to be preferable, it is de-
sired to reserve the right to effect such modi-
fications and varlatlons thereof as mav come
fairly within the scope of the appended
claims. - |

What I claim 1s:—

1. The combination Wlth a case havine a
cover, of an automatic cigar tip cuttmn*
mechanism adapted to be actuated by the
pressure of a cigar, the actuation of said

mechanism causing a simultaneous opening

of the cover.

. The combination with a case having a
cover, and mechanism deswned to be actu-_

ated b}f the pressure of a cigar to auto-
matically sever the tip of S’lld cigar and

simultaneously open said cover, the closing

of said cover being designed to reset Sm_d
mechanism.
3. The combmatlon Wlth ) Cme having a

COVer of a yieldable frame, a spring pressed
lmlfe and means actuated .by the pressure of |

of said km fo 'covel and an opening, of a
‘severing the tip of the cigar and the upper

terminal of the member (13) engaging the

0) because of its-

a’ S ; 924,631"

opening-said cover, the closing of the cover

bemo deswned to 1‘eset sald kmfe

The combnmtlon with a case having a

having an opening arranged commdent with

said first mentioned opening, a locked spring

vieldable fmme'

70

pressed knife slidably mounted in said -

frame, and means whereby upon the inser-

tion of the tip of a cigar through said open-
mgs, the said knife will be released to sever

79

said tip, and means associated with the knife .
for opening the cover and adapted to be en-

agaged by the htter When cloqed to reset smd-

kmfe

cover and an opening, of a yieldable frame

having an opening ar I“1110 ed coincident with

said frst mentioned opening, the second

first mentioned opening,

. The combmauon W1th Q. case. having a

80

mentioned opening being smaller than the
a locked spring

pressed knife slidably mounted in said

frame, and means whereby upon-the inser-
tion of the tip of a cigar through said open-

90
ings, the said knife will be 1‘eleased to sever

satd tip, and means associated with the knife

for opening the cover and adapted to be en-
gaged by the latter when closed to 1"eset szud_

mee - N
. T'he- (0111b111at1011 W1th Q. case h‘wmo' a
cover and an opening, of a yieldable frame
having an opening arranged coincident with

95

said first mentioned opening and a pair of

slots, a locked spring pressed knife shd*lbly
mountec. n said slots, and means whereby
upon  the insertion of the tip of a cigar

be leleased to sever said-tip, and means as-
sociated with the knife for opening the cover
and adapted to be engaged by the la,tter
When closed to veset said knife.

. The combination with a case hfwmg a
cover and an opening, ot a yieldable frame
having an opening arr moed coincident with
said - fivst mentioned opening and a pair of

slots, a knife movable in one of said slots

and a member movable in the other slot,
said knife and member being connected to-
oether, a coil spring, the lower distal end of
said member bemu adapted to be held in

engagement with the frame at the lower por-

tion of one of said slots and designed to be
released by exerting pressure on said frame
with a cigar to cause the knife to sever the

100

through said openings, the said knife WIH |

105
110
115

12'_0"

tlp of said cigar, the upper extremital por-

tion of said member engaging the said cover
and opening the same, ‘and the.
being reset by closing said cover.. -

In testimony whereof T affix my smnfmturt,,
in presence of two witnesses.

| GEORGE L. BUCK\K[AN
Witnesses :

S, Al TDRRY, '
George W. B

SLATER.

md kmfe
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