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UNETED STATES PATEN T @FFEQE
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| Application filed May 18, 1908.

' Patented June 8, 1909.
Serial Nu. 433,579. - |

T'o all whom 1t maa J concern:

Be it known that L ROY W. WESTGOTT )
cltlz:en of the United States, residing at Hart-

ford, in the county of Van Buren and State of
‘vhchlgan has invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Mail-Carrying Appal a-
tuses, of which the followmg 1S a spem
tion. - |

My 111%6111:1011 relates to mail carrymg ‘ap—: '
paratuses, and more particularly to an appa-
ratus for dlstllbutmg mail through the clty_

and rural districts..

The object of my invention is to p1 owde an

_ apparatus which will correctly distribute
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- part of this speci
merals are used to demgnatﬂ like parts

mail from & post-ofiice or central station to a
plurality of outlying stations. -

tions, but will collect mail therefrom mtend—
ed for the central station.

Another object of my mventlon 18 to pro-
vide an apparatus comprising moving car-

riers and stationary receivers constructed to |

protect the mail dropped therein.

Another object of my invention is to pro-— |
vide an apparatus embodying moving car- |
riers together with means whereby one car-

rier may dehiver 1ts mail to all of the outlying

sta,tmns whose mail 113 will hold, and a second

carrier may be sent in such COIldlthIl as to be
inoperative in the dropping of mail until it

reaches the outlylng station where the first

carrler stopped delivering.

A further object of my mventmn is to pr 0-

vide an apparatus. embodying moving car-
riers together with means wher eby the same
will pass any and all stations, for which
there is no mail, without dropping any.
Still further objects and advantages of my
invention will appear in the course of the fol-

to the accompanying drawings, fm:mmg a
lcation, 1n which like nu-

throughout the several figures, and in which,
‘Figure 1 1s a perspective view of one of the

- receiving posts, mounted at each of the out-

lying stations, SﬂOWlIlg 1ts recelver lowered
from the operative position, and its storm
shield removed. ¥ig. 2 1s a transverse verti-
cal sectional view taken through one end of
the receiver hood, illustrating the receiving

post, and receiver in side elevation and 1

5 operative relation and showing a carrier
Fw 318 & perspec- ; to be helemafter descrlbed Eﬁ;uh of the

passing therethr ough

1ca-

larged scale and broken away. Flg
| detail perspectwe view of the lateh lever, re-

Another object of my invention is to. pro-_. :moved Fig.

vide an apparatus which will not only dis-
tribute the mail at each of the outlying sta~

twe view of the carrier 1n 1ts operative posi-

tion showing one of its drop bottoms held in
the outer p051t1011

Fig.
sectional view taken through the carrier and
showing a portion of the recelver to illus-
trate the means for raising the false bottoms
to the outer position. Fig. 5 is a vertical
longitudinal sectional view taken through
the carrier and a portion of the receiver to
further illustrate the means shown in Kig. 4

Fig. 6 1s a perspective view of the interior of

jone corner of the carrier, supporting the

drop bottom actuating mechamsm on an en-
713 &

8 1s a detail perspective view
of the latch spring and its tension device, re-
moved. Fig. 9 is a detail perspective view
of a portion of the carrier, broken away, and

traction cable, and the means employed at
the centra,l Statlon for disrupting such con-
nection. Fig. 101s a perspective view of the
lower portion of the carrier looking into the
bottom thereof, and broken away. Fig. 11

4 18 a honmntal |
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llustrating the connection thereof with the

80

is an enlarged detail perspe@twe view of one

of the false bottoms, shown in position in

Fig. 10. Fig. 12isa perspectwe view of one

corner of the carrier, looking from the out-
side thereof, and on an enlarged scale. - Fig.

13 15 a perspectwe view Of one of the re-
“ceivers, showing the same in the operative

posﬁ;lon within its storm shield. Fig. i4isa
fragmentary detail perspective view of a
portion of the receiver, illustrating one of its
mail holding arms. Fw 15 1s an enlarged

detail perspective view of the guide wire
| clamping portion of one of the traction cable

spacers. [Fig. 16 1s a plan view of a right an-
gle turn in the guide wire and tr action cable,

lowing description in which reference is made | and Fig. 17 is a perspective view of the 1"10‘1113

angle turn of the gmde wire, lookmg from

the inside thereof.
In the broad theoretical emb0d1ment of

_my invention, I provide a mail carrying

mechanism operated from a post-office or
central station, and traversing a guide wire

-extending through the outlymﬂ' stations
upon the route in accordance with the ob-

jects of my invention heretofore enumerated.

In the structural embodiment of my in-

vention, I provide each of the outlying sta-
tions With a supporting post 1, shown n
Figs. 1 and 13, for its receiving mecha,msm
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outlying station posts 1, is provided with an
outstanding bracket 2, having conventional
clamps 3 at the end thereof to support and
hold the guide wire 4. The posts 1, each
have also small outstanding brackets 5, be-
tween which and its post are journaled con-
cave rollers 6, over which the traction cable
7, 1s trained, said traction cable being end-
less and operated from the central station to
travel out one road, across another road, and
back to the central station along & third
road, the circuit thus made constituting a
route. The bracket 5, upstands beyond its
pulley 6, to prevent the accidental displace-
ment of 1ts traction cable 7. The guide wire
4, and the traction cable 7, are contra-dis-
tinguished from one another by the movable

feature of the latter, as just described, and
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by the fact that the said guide wire 4, 1s im-
movably held by the clamps 3, of the sup-
porting post brackets 2, and is designed to
support the carrier 8, in 1ts movement under
the actuation of the traction cable 7.

In order to clamp the traction cable 7 to
be moved thereby, the carrier 8 1s provided
with the means shown in Fig. 9 and com-
prising a downwardly extending bracket 9,
secured to the top thereof, and having an
upper open extension 10 above said carrier
top, to provide for clearing the sides of the
recelver 11 in the passage of said carrier
therethrough. The bracket 9 is also pro-
vided with an upwardly bent lower end 12,
spaced upon the outside thereof, and be-
tween which and said bracket, the traction
cable 7 1s held, by means of a swinging arm
13 pivoted to said bracket and adapted to
bear tightly upon said cable. Shown also in
Fig. 9 1s a detached arm 14, adapted to be
secured at the central station to disrupt the
above described connection between the car-
rier 8 and the traction cable 7, said arm 14
being mounted in a horizontal position to
allow the upper edge of the bent bracket end
12, to pass thereunder and being provided
with a downwardly flanged end 15, having
an upper, beveled surface to engage the
swinging arm 13 and force sald arm from
engagement with said traction cable 7.

in order to prevent the traction cable 7
and the guide wire 4, from swinging together,
I provide the means shown in Kigs. 1 and 15
and comprising o spacing bracket 16, having
upwardly and downwardly bent ends, said
upwardly bent end being provided with a
semi-circularly curved extremity 17, and
with a spring member 18, secured to the base
thereof and provided with an extremity 182,
semi-circularly curved opposite to, and op-
posing the curved extremity 17, of said
bracket end. A set screw 19 serves to clamp
sald extremities about the guide wire 4, as
shown in Fig. 1. The downwardly bent end
of the bracket 16 1s provided with an in-
wardly bent extremity 20 spaced therefrom

024,206

and providing space for a concave roller 21,
loosely journaled between the same and said
bracket end, sald extremity 20 extending up-
wardly beyond the said roller to prevent
accldental displacement thereof. It will be
borne 1n mind that the said bracket 16 1s not
designed to support the traction cable 7, but
merely to space the same from the cuide
wire 4.

At the right angle turns in the circuitous
route of the carrier 8, I mount & supportine
post 22, shown m Hfig. 16, upon Wl.li(,‘-]h 1S 10~
tatively held a concave roller 23, around
which the traction cable 7 is tramned. In
order to provide some elasticity m the curve
of the guide wire 4, I provide the ends thereof
adjacent the curve, with offset upward angu-
lar extensions 24, and I connect sald ends of
sald guide wire by a curved shoe 25 having
flattened extremities loosely engaging about
sald wire ends adjacent said offset exten-
stons.  The post 22 supporting roller 23, is
provided with an angular outstanding arm
26, having a bracket 26* secured thereto and
provided with apertured portions 27 at right
angles to one another, and to one of which
the shoe 25 1s connected by an arm 28 oflset
from said shoe below the upper surface
thereof. The upper portion of the angular
extensions 24 cross one another and project
through the apertured portions 27, the ends
of said extension portions beyond said aper-
tured portions being provided with bearing
plates 29, secured thereon by nuts 30, and
with coil springs 31 surrounding the same
between said bearing plates and said aper-
tured portions 27, whereby any strain upon
the ends of the guide wire 4 adjacent the
curve will be taken up by the springs 31.

The direction of travel of the traction ca-
ble 7, and the carrier 8, is indicated by ar-
rows In the several figures 1 which these
elements appear, and the forward and rear
ends of the carrier 8, and the receiving mech-
anism will be designated accordingly.

The receiving mechanism mounted at each
of the outlying stations comprises the afore-
mentioned supporting post 1, and receiver 11,
together with the receiver storm shield 32,
comprising a rectangular open-ended and
open-bottom casing sccured upon one side of
the post 1 with the bracket 2, and roller 6,
projecting therein, and the guide wire 4, and
traction cable 7 extending therethrough.
Below the shield 32, the post 1 is provided
with a rectangular frame comprising upper
and lower horizontal arms 33, extending out-
wardly therefrom parallel with and below the
wire 4 and cable 7, and connected between
the ends and adjacent the supporting post 1,
oy vertical rods 34 upon which the receiver
11 1s mounted to slide by means of an oper-
ating rope 35, trained over a roller 36 jour-
naled in the end of the upper arm 33 and con-
nected at one end to the said receiver, the

i |
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lower end being ad&pted-*to be grasped by
the operator in raising said receiver up-

wardly within the shield 32 or Tow‘_ering the |

same to the lower arm 33 adjacent the ground
level in order that mail deposited thereéin
may be removed and other mail placed there-
in to be coliected by the carrier. The re-
ceiver 11, comprises sides 37, a rearwardly,
upwardly inclined rear end 38, a forward
vertical end 39, and a horizontal bottom 40,
and 1s open at its top, while the carrier 8

- comprises a top 41, sides 42, and forward and

19

20

rear ends 43 and 44 respectively, and is open

at 1ts bottom. When the receiver 11 is
raised, by means of the operating rope 35, to
project the same within the storm shield 32,

the UEEGT'OPBH end of the same is thus pro-
ysaid shield 32, as is the mailtherein,
and the sides 37 of said receiver extend with-

tecte

in the sides of said shield in such position

 that the carrier 8 when passing through said
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shield, must pass between said sides of said
recelver. 'The top 41 of the carrier 8 is lon-

gitudinally slitted at its forward portion, par-

allel with its sides 42, and the resultant free.
section of material is bent upwardly to form
a mail collecting tongue 45, supported in po-

sition, as shown particularly in Figs. 3 and 5,
by an angle bar 46 secured centrally, longi-

tudinally of the said top 41 and extending
rearwardly of said carrier. Secured also

upon the top 41 of the carrier 8, are forward
and rear upstanding brackets 47, having
spaced downturned extremities 48, between

which and said brackets are rotatively jour-.
naled concave rollers 49 for engagement

upon the guide wire 4, said extremities 48

extending below said rollers for a short dis-
tance to prevent the displacement of said

wire, while allowing sufficient space between
their ends of the said top 41 to clear the sup-

porting spacing brackets 2 and 16 respec-

tively and the extremities 24 of the wire 4
and the arm 28 supporting shoe 25, in round-
Ing a curve. ' | '

The upper

rear alined pairs of letter supporting arms
50 and 51 respectively, each of which are

pivotally connected at one end to said sides

37 and extend mmwardly and transversely of
saxd receiver. The rear arms 51 comprise
straight bars, while the forward arms 50 com-
prise spring fingers 52, between which arti-
cles may be placed and held, as shown in Fig.
14.  The arms 50 and 51 are held in their de-
scribed relation by spring members 53 se-
cured to the sides 37, and projecting through
sald arms, sald rear arms 51 being adapted

C. to assist said forward arms 51 1n supporting

long heavy mail. The forward arms 50 have
their spring fingers 52 provided with ?}ﬁ)o-
sitely projecting studs 54, by which said fin-
gers may be readily spread apart for the in-

sertion of the mail therebetween. The car-

led.gé.s of the sides 37 of the re-
- celver 11, are provided with forward and

3

rier 8 has its inclined tongue 45 further silp—-

ported by bolts 55 adjacent each side there-

of at 1ts forward portion and extending from

the carrier sides 42, said bolts 55 being adapt-

ed to strike the mail holding arms 51 and 50
of the recelver,in the ordernamed, as the said
carrier passes therethrough. The arms 51

~and 50 will thus be rotated upon their end

pivots after the mail held thereby is beneath
the tongue 45 and within the receiver 8, and
the mail will thus be forced to drop within

‘the said receiver. a

" The rear end 44 of the carrier is tei*m_i%

‘nated above the lower edge of the sides 42

thereof, and is surrounded by U-shaped rods

56, having one of their ends secured within

sald carrier, as shown in Fig. 5 and their
other end free and outside thereof. The car-
rier 1s thus adapted to receive a plurality of

“drop bottoms 57 comprising skeleton flat
{rames having integral bars 58 connecting
the sides and ends thereof, and having aper-
tured portions at one end adapted to slidably
‘recelve the U-shaped rods 56 therethrough.

The drop bottoms 57 are placed upon the

| said rods 56 at their free outer ends and are

then capable of sliding downwardly and
swinging inwardly and upwardly within the
carrier 8, as shown in Kig. 5. Mounted upon

the mner surface of the sides 42 of the said

carrier, approximately centrally of the ends
thereof, are spaced vertically extending for-
ward and rear guide bars 59 and 60 respec-
tively. The forward bars 59 are provided
with angularly bent lower ends forming a
seat 61. Between sald bars 59 and 60 are
mounted short central guide bars 62, the
lower ends of which terminate a short-dis-
tance above the seat 61, in order that a lever
resting on said seat may be projected be-
neath said bars 62 toward said bar 60 and
allowed to drop. The drop bottoms 57 are

provided with transversely disposed pivot-

ally connected levers 63 and 64 having out-

wardly projecting ends 65, the lever 63 of
which i1s intermediately pivoted at 66 upon
one of the integral bars 58 of the drop bot-
‘toms 1n such manner that a projection in its

path, striking its projecting end 65, will rock

the same and cause Inward movement of said
end 65 toward said drop bottom, simultane-
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ously drawing the projecting end 65 of lever

64 inwardly by virtue of the aforementioned
pivotal connection, all of which will be readily
apparent by reference to Figs. 3 and 6.

ends 65 of the drop bottom levers 63 and 64
are adapted for placement within the chan-
nel between the central and forward guide
bars 62 and 59, the said levers of the lower-

most drop bottom, of course, resting upon

the seat 61. It will be understood that the
inner surfaces of both of the sides 42 of the
carrier are simllarly provided with guide

bars 59, 60, and 63. MKach of the drop bot- 1.

120

When within the carrier 8, the projecting |
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toms 57 are also provided with outstanding
side projections 67 spaced parallel from the
lever ends 65 to engage in the vear of the
rearmost guide bar 60 and prevent the drop
bottom 57 shaking in transit. ¥rom one of
the projections 67, a spring 68 extends and

1s connected to the end 65 of lever 64 to press |

the same outwardly and likewise rock lever
63 outwardly. Mounted upon the internsal
surface of one of the carrier sides 42, in hori-
zontal alinement with the seat 61, is a latch
69 slidable longitudinally, in guide brackets
70, toward sa1d seat 61, and provided with an

offset nose 71 adapted to strike the end 65 of

the drop bottom release lever 63, rocking the

same rearwardly and inwardly which move- |

ment causes simultaneous inward movement
of lever 64 and allows the bottom to drop out.
The latch 69 is provided with a pin 72 pro-
jecting toward the carrier side 42, and within
an angular curved slot 732 of an actuating
lever 73 pivoted to said side 42, to oscillate
and depending therebelow, to be struck and
operated by a portion of the receiving appa-
ratus to be hereinatter described.

The rear end of the latch 69 has connected
to 1t, a spring arm 74, extending vertically
upwardly therefrom through a U-shaped
bracket 75, and provided with a headed flat-
tened end 76 secured between parallel pro-
jections 77 of a stationary plate 78 secured to
the carrier side 42. The bracket 75 sup-
ports a means to vary the tension of the
spring arm 74 in drawing the latch 69 for-
wardly, and to this end, 1s provided with a
threaded shaft 79 swiveled through the ex-
tensions thereof and provided with a knurled
head 80 for rotating the same. A movable
block 81 is threaded for engagement upon
the shaft 79 and is prevented from rotation
by an eye-bolt 82, secured therethrough and
having 1its eye surrounding the spring arm
74. Thus, when the shaft 79 is rotated, the
block 1s forced to move, according to the di-
rection of such rotation, to adjust the tension
of said spring, as clearly shown in Figs. 6 and
8. In order to prevent the shaft 79 from ac-
cidentally turning, I provide a nut 792
screwed thereon against the brackets 75.

The outlying station posts 1 are provided
as portions of their receiving mechanism
with outstanding arms 83 at right angles to,
and horizontally alimed with the upper arm
33 of the receiver supporting frame, said

arms 33 extending through the storm shield

- 32 and resting upon the upper edge of the in-

60

69

clined rear end 38 of the receiver 11, when
the latter is in its operative position to re-
ceive mail. A fragmentary portion of arm
83 1s shown 1n Fig. 6, said arm lying in the
path of the latch lever 73 to operate the same
and cause one of the drop bottoms 57 to
deliver 1ts mail. The arm 83 is provided
with an upwardly bent outer end 84 carrying,

924,206

85 to engage one side of the carrier 8, as the
same passes into the receiving apparatus, the
opposite side of said carrier being engaged
by a guide member 86 secured to the post 1,
just above said arm §3. The upturned end
84 1s also provided with an inverted U-shaped
bracket 87 having one extension sceured
upon the outer surface thereof, and its other
extension adapted to have the side of the
storm shield 32 secured thereto.

The drop bottoms 57 are adapted to re-
cerive mail therebetween for the outlying
stations, a drop bottom to each station, and
are dropped within the receiver 11 by the
aforementioned mechanism shown in Ifg. 6,

4

the depth of the said receiver heing oreater

than the length of the said drop hottoms in

order that the same may turn completely
over therein and be caught and held in the
outer position shown in Iig. 3. To cilect
such movement the forward vertical end 39,
of the recerver 11 1s provided with aU-shaped
rod iframe 88 having its ends pivotally se-
cured to said end adjacent the upper edge
thereoi, and normally extending vertically
downwardly along said end under tension of
a coll spring 89 provided with a straight end
bearmg upon an extension of said {rame SS.
The extensions of the frame 88 are centrally
bent to provide a portion S92 thercof extend-
g at right angles to the receiver end 39 and
naving mtegral outstanding spaced tongues
90 adapted to engage one of the transverse
mtegral bars 58 of the drop bottom 57 when
the same 1s dropped within the said receiver.
The forward movement of the carrier 8 thus
ifts the frame 88 in an upward swinging
movement upon its pivots, as shown in Fig.
5, which frame carries with it the drop hot-
tom 57 as also shown, and raises the same to
a horizontal position to be caueht and held
by a pawr of oppositely disposed spring
latches 91 secured upon the inner surfaces of
a pair ol depending bars 92, adjacent their
lower ends, which bars 92 are secured at their
upper ends to the rear end of the top har 46
of the carrier. Thus after each of the drop
bottoms 57 are actuated to drop and deliver
therr mail, the same, upon the continued

movement ol the carrier 8 through the re-

ceiving apparatus, will be raised and held in
such pesition as not to interfere with the sub-
sequent dropping of other drop bottoms 57.

As belore stated the mail to be delivered
at the outlying stations is placed belween
the several drop bottoms 57 of the carrier S.
Thus the first station will receive the mail
placed between the lowermost drop bottom
57 and the next thereabove, the second sta-

tion wili recerve the mail between the see- 1

ond and third drop bottoms and so on, one
more drop bottom 57 being placed above the
others than is needed, in order to receive the
mail collected {rom the several outlying sta-

:_"_:1[
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secured to 1ts inner surface, a guide member | tions by means of the tongue 45. Now sup- 130
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pose the carrier has mail for the first outlying | slots 100 and 101 in one side 42 thereof and

station upon the route, but no mail for the

~ second, third and fourth stations. It would

10

15

20

require an unnecessary number of drop bot-
toms to allow each of the second, third and
fourth to actuate a drop bottom when there
1s no mail for them, so in order to prevent
- this I provide false bottoms 93 which will be
actuated by the dropping mechanism as be-
fore described but which will not drop. A
false bottom 93 1s shown in Higs. 10 and 11

and comprises a body plate 94 having inte-
oral bent hooks 95 and-a spring hook 96 ex-
tending from opposite sides thereof and
adapted for engagement with selected ones
of the integral bars 58 of the drop bottoms 57.

The body plate 94 is provided with a plu-
rality of spring arms 97, any number of
which may be employed, each having a block

08 at its outer end and adapted for place-
‘ment within the channel between the guide
bars 59 and 62 to be pushed out one at a time |

- by the latch 69. Thus in the present in-

29
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stance, a false bottom 93 will be hooked upon
the second lowest drop bottom 57 and after
the lowermost drop bottom has been actu-

ated by the first outlying station upon the

route, the blocks 98 will rest upon the seat 61

‘at the lower end of the feed channel to be

actuated one at a time at the second, third
and fourth stations respectively and pushed
out of said feed channel, thus leaving the
levers of the second drop bottom 57, to which

sald false bottom is hooked, resting upon

said seat 61 to be actuated at the fifth sta-
tion to drop and deliver its mail. -
In Figs. 10 and 11 the false bottom 93 1
shown as having three spring arms 97. Sup-
posing it is desired to pass only the second
station without delivering mail, in which case
two of the blocks 98 will be placed m the
channel between the carrier guide bars 60
and 62 with the remaining block 98 resting
upon the seat 61 at the base of the feed chan-
nel to be pushed out with the other blocks 98
at said second station. Now suppose there
is so much mail to be distributed along the

route that one carrier 8 will not hold it. In

this case it will be desired to send out a first
carrier to deliver to the first fifty stations
and a second carrier following the first one
which will not begin delivering until it
reaches the first station beyond the one

~ where the first carrier left off, in this instance

5o

60

the fifty-first station. The means provided
to accomplish the foregoing are shown par-
ticularly in Figs. 1, 6 and 12 and essentially
comprise an actuating block 99 mounted
upon the supporting post 1 of every fifth or
tenth outlying station, and at different eleva-
tions thereon between the traction cable
roller 6 and the carrier guide arm 86. 'The
other portion of such means is carried by

the carrier 8 which is provided with vertical

secured to a

its forward end 43 respectively, adjacent the
corner in which is located the latch 69, and
therefore at right angles to one another with-
1n the slot 101 is mounted a vertical slidable

U-shaped frame 102 having one angular end
plate 103 spanning said slat

upon the internal surface of said end 43 and
working in a vertical guide member 104.

The other end of the frame 102, spans the-

toothed vertical edge 105 of a plate 106, se-

cured to the carrier side 42, and is adapted to
‘be locked in its vertical adjustment upon

| o |

65
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75

said plate by means of a spring curved finger

107, secured to said frame 102 and extending
against said toothed edge 105. ‘

‘Mounted upon the internal surface of the

carrier side 42 to span its vertical slot 100, 1s
an arm 108 secured at its upper end to said
side 42 by a spring piece 108?*, above said

slot and provided with a forwardly offset
angular extension 109 at its lower end. The
arm 108 is also provided with a stop lug 110

extending forwardly thereof from the carrier

side 42, to prevent forward movement of said
arm. Thus in the present case, when the

carrier 8 i1s started from the central station,

the latch 69 is pushed rearwardly and locked

by engaging the offset extension 109 thereof,
over the latch spring 74, to prevent the same
springing forwardly. Thus, the carrier latch
mechanism will be locked against actuation

in its passage by the several outlying stations
until the arm 108 is pressed inwardly to re-

lease the latch spring 74. This is accom-

plished by means of an arm 111 operating
| externally of the carrier and which has one
“end secured to the frame 102 and is provided
with an angular end 112 extending through
‘the carrier side slot 100, into engagement
with the arm 108. The frame 102, is then
‘adjusted vertically upon the toothed plate
1106 to the horizontal level of the actuating

- 80

85
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plate 09 of the fiftieth station post 1, which

will strike the same post and release the car-

| rier lateh 69 to be operated at the filty-first

station as desired. - _
In order that the carrler 8 may pass

‘through the storm shield 32, to deliver the

mail 1nto the receiver 11, and still permt

‘said shield to protect said mail after the pas-

110

115

sage of said carrier, I provide the open ends

of said storm shield with hinged doors 113

to swing inwardly and outwardly at the rear
and forward ends respectively, and provided
with spring hinges 114, to maintain the same

in position transversely of the shield, a stop
115 preventing the movement of the doors

beyond such postition.

From the foregoing description, the con-
struction and operation of my invention, 1t
is thought, will be fully understood, and 1n-

asmuch as 1t. will also be apparent that vari-
ous changes 1n the construction thereot may
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be made, without départing irom the spirit .

thereof, I desire to reserve such changes as
fall within the terms of the following claims.

1 claim—

1. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, the combination with a central sta-
tion and outlying stations, a carrier mechan-
ism to traverse said outlying stations from
sald central station, and having means to
support mail therein, receiver mechanisms
mounted at said outlying stations to receive
the mail, means within said receiver mech-
anisms to actuate said carrier mechanism
and cause the same to drop mail therein, and
means within said carrier mechanism adapt-
ed to prevent the actuation of the same to
drop mail therefrom at predetermined ones
of sald outlying stations, substantially as
described. ” '

2. In an apparatus of the character de-
seribed, the combination with a central sta-
tion and outlying stations, of a carrier mech-
anism to traverse said outlying stations from
sald central station, and having means to
support mail therein, receiver mechanisms

mounted at sald outlying stations to receive |

the mail, means within said receiver mech-
anisms to actuate said carrier mechanism
and cause the same to drop mail therein,
means aiso within sald receiver mechanisms
to protect the mail dropped therein, and

means within said carrier mechanism to pre- |

vent the actuation thereof at predetermined
ones ol said receiver mechanisms, substan-
tially as described.

3. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, the combination with a central sta-
tion and outlying stations, of a carrier mech-
anism to traverse said outlying stations
from sald central station, and having means

to support mail therein, receiver mechan-
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1sms mounted at said outlying stations and

embodylng means to actuate said carrier
mechanism and cause the same to drop mail
therein, and means within said carrier mech-
anism to prevent the actuation thereof at
successive ones of sald outlying stations,
starting from said central station, substan-
tially as described.

4. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, the combination with a central sta-

tion, and outlying stations, of a carrier mech- :

anism to traverse said outlying stations from
sald central station, and having means com-
prising a plurality of independently operable
drop bottoms held therein in superposed rela-
tion to support mail therein, receiver mech-
anisms mounted at said outlying stations to
recelve the mail, means to actuate said drop
bottoms of said carrier mechanisms to cause
the same to drop mail within said receiver
mechanisms, and means to prevent the actu-
ation of the said drop bottoms at predeter-
mined ones of said outlying stations, sub-
stantially as described.
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5. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, the combination with a central stu-
tion, and outlying stations, of & carrier mech-
anism to traverse said outlying stations from
said central station, and having means to
support mail therein, receiver niechanisms
mounted at said outlying stations, means to
actuate said carrier mechanism and cause the
same to drop mail therein, and means to lock
saad actuating means to prevent the actua-
tion thereol at successive ones of said outly-
Ing stations, starting fromsaid central station
releasable at the outlying station preceding
the one to which mail is to be delivered, sub-
stantially as described.

6. In an apparatus of the character de-

scribed, the combination with a central sta-
| tion and outlying stations, of a carrier mech-
anism embodying a carrier to traverse said

outlymg stations from said central station,
having a plurality of swinging drop-bottoms
adapted to support mail therebetween, re-
celver mechanisims mounted at said outly-
ing stations, and embodying means to trip
one of said drop-bottoms to swing out-
wardly from said carrier and deliver its mail,
and means outside of said carrier for support-
ing 1ts trip-bottom in position to allow of the
free actuation of the drop-bottom therein at
the succeeding outlying station,substantially
as described.

7. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, the combination with a central sta-
tion and outlying stations, of a carrier mech-
anism to traverse said outlying stations from
sald central station, and embodying a plu-
rality of drop-bottoms adapted to support
mail therebetween, receiver mechanisms
mounted at sa1d outlying stations, to receive
the mail, and embodying nmeans to trip said
drop-bottoms to cause the same to deliver
the mail, and non-mail-carrying false bottom
for msertion within said carrier meclianisn
to be actuated at the outlying stations [or
which no mail is carried, substantially as de-
scribed. .

8. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, a rectangular carrier embodying
sides and ends, and a top having an integral
section struck up therelrom to form a mail
collecting tongue, and a plurality of drop
bottoms held in superposed relation between
sald sides and ends, substantially as de-
scribed.

9. In an apparatus of the character de-
scribed, a carrier open at its base, a plurality
of downwardly swinging drop bottoms held
within said carrier, in superposed relation,
having pivotal connection at one end thereol
i their downwardly swinging movenient,
and a frame projecting from one end ol said
carrier to receive and hold said drop bottoms

alter such movement thereof, substantially

as described.
10. In an apparatus of the character de-
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scribed, a receiving mechanism comprising a | into, and downwardly from, said shield, sub-

supporting post, a frame carried thereby em- | stantially as described. o 10

- bodying vertical rods, a shield secured upon | In testimony whereof I affix my signature

~ sald post above said frame, having an open | in presence of two witnesses. '

5 bottom, and a casing forming a recelver, com- | N LE ROY W. WESTCOTT.
prising sides, and an inclined bottom, and Witnesses: | '

~vertically adjustably mounted upon said | - Gmo.S.LivINGSTON,
post frame rods, for movement upwardly | = C.L. PARKER.
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