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To all whom it may concern: -~ . asimilarrear elevation thereof with the back ~
- Beé it known that I, WiLLiam: A. MErEe- | flaps closed.  Fig. 3is an enlarged, fragmen-

 DITH, a citizen of the United States, and a . tary rear elevation showing the back portion

-~ resident of the city of Chicago, Cook'county, ' fully opened. - Fig. 4 is an enlarged {rag- 6o
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Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
~ful Improvements in Union Garments; and
. I do hereby declare that the following 1s a,|
- full, clear, and exact description of the same,

specifieation. .~
- This imvention relates to improvements in-|

apparel. embodying my invention. - Fig. 2 1s

reference being had to the accompanying

these have been so constructed that although
readily opening or unbuftoning down the

front, from the neckband to the breech, have |
- yet been inconvenient to the wearer when |

using the stool. This particularly is the case

the crotch, yet permitting the rear portion |
to be opened when necessary. . . .

It is also an object of the invention to pro- |

‘mentary .view in bottom
_circular crotch piece and a part of the rear
flaps. - Fig. 5 1s an enlarged transverse sec-

tion taken at the belt line. -~ -
, ce _ 0] . As-shown in the drawings: A, indicates
drawings, and to the letters of reference |
‘marked thereon, which form a part of this

plan showing the

the shirt or vest portion of the garment

‘which, as shown, is opened in front and but-
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tons for the entire length from neckband «,

I 4 :

to the. circular- crotch piece o/, shown In

at the belt line extending transversely the
entire back of the garment at the powmnt of

union between the vest ahd the drawers and
as shown, flaps b—>’, each integral with the

ong the nwarein of the Hap and

downwardly a

at-the crotch piece o, extends transversely
to reinforce the seam at the junction of the

that class of articles of apparel known as’| dotted lines in Figs. 1 and 2. The under- 70
- union garments. . drawers are conveniently knit in one.piece
- Many different devices of this class of ap-"| with the vest portion, or may be connected
parel have been heretofore devised which ! thereto by a belt stitcheil to connect both
- comprise the union in ore garment of the ; portions. -~ . T
. under-shirt and under-drawers. Manv of | Asshown, a reinfpreing band B, 1s stitched 75

respective legs b>—0b* of the drawers at the 8o

25 1n the garments intended for males and to | back thereof and opening down to the circu-
obviate this tendency, some have been con- | lar erotch piece ¢/, are permanently stitched
structed quite open at the seat and around | to the reintforcing band B, near each end of

“and up the back to near the belt line. These, | the same. Buttons bi—>b*, are stitched on
however, are objectionable inasmuch as they | said reinforcing band, one on each side, us 8
30 frequently do not remain closed at all times | shown in Figs. 2 and 3, and the outer flap 0, 1=
~and furthermore for the reason of the imper- | provided at its outer free corner with a but-
fect fit frequently resulting, In some in- | ton hole 8% adapted to receive the button
stances, a square flap has been provided | ‘therethrough, and the inmev flap 4, 1s pro-
opening down each side and buttoned at the |- vided with button holes 6™—0° to recerve the 90
35 waist line and adapted to drop down when | buttons b—0)*, therethrough, as shown in
~ unbuttoned. - 7 | Fig. 2. Said flaps are of suflicient width to
 The »bject of this invention is to provide | overlap each other for approximately their
“an article. of apparel of the class described | entiré extent and as shown, the outer flap 6,
 adapted normally to fit the form and |is reinforced by a binding tape 07, which ex- 95
40 although provided with a closed section at. tends fmﬁi'n\ t{le “free upper corner thereof
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vide an article of apparel of the class de-| flaps. o o _
scribed adapted to button down the front | The operation is as follows: The garment
from the neckband to the crotch and to a re- | opening in the front permits the same to be
inforced crotch piece and provided at the | readily put on or off, while the use of the
rear with overlapping, inwardly. foldable | crotch insures a close fit to the person. In.
~ flaps adapted to button at the waist line and | using the stool, the flap 0, 1s released fromthe 103
50 to entirely cluse the back portion. . ¢ button #*, and the flap 0/, is released {rom the
"~ Theinvention consists in the matters here- | buttons »*--§°, permtting the seat to open,
inafter described and more fully pointed out | as shown in Fig. 3, sufiicient!y foy the pur-
and defined in the appended claims. | pose. In closing the flaps, the somewhat
- As shown in the drawings: Figure 1 is a | triangular flap 0/, is first buttoned on the
55 fragmentary front elevation of an article of | buttons o®—b?, and the flap b, s buttoned at.
| “its outer corner on the button ', thus aflord-
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ing a secure attachment for the Haps to hold !
the same in place, and necessitating the but- i

- toning of but three button-holes.

- The double layer of fabric is not objec- :

10

- lapping triangular flaps,
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tionable. Instead in many instances it is de-

sirable as tending to protect the highly vascu- :
lar lumbar region and its ganghia from chill-
ing, thus '

in many instances, preventing ill-
ness, and insuring hygienic qualities not to
be found in other garments of the class.
Of course, I am aware that details of the
construction may be varied. I however do

not purpose limiting this application for pat--
ent otherwise ;

than necessitated by the prior
art. LT o |
I claim as my invention:
1. In a union
from neckband to crotch, a circular reinfore-

~ ing crotch piece closing the crotch, said gar-

ment being open in the back between the

crotch piece and waist line, a waist band,

buttons thereon and inwardly folding, over-
) permanently united
together adjacent the crotch piece and per-
manently united at the sides of the garment

to the waist band and having button holes to

-engage the buttons on said waist band, one

- of said flaps closing over the other for its en-
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‘band to the crotch and

tire distance and affordin

‘a double layer of
fabric to cover trhe lum

ar region of the

‘wearer.

2. A union garment open from the neck-
one side adapted to
button over the other, a reinforced closed
crotch, said garment open at the rear above
the crotch to the waist band and overlap-
ping flaps adapted one to button over tﬁe

garment _-a_d&ptéd to button |

923,982

other at the waist band
outwardly.

3. A union garment buttoning from neck-
band to- crotch, a reinforeing crotch piece
closing the croteh, said garment belng open
10’ the back between the croteh piece and
wailst line, a reinforced waist ban , buttons
thereon and inwardly folding, overlapping
Haps, permanently united together adjacent
the crotch piece and permanently united at
the sides of the garment to the waist band
and having button holes to engage the but-
tons oun sald waist band, one of said Haps
closing over the other affording a double

and both to open

layer of fabric to cover the lumbar region of

the wearer and a reinforcing binding Layer for
the outer flap.
4. A garment of the class described having

'a closed croteh, a circular reinforeine plece
| stitched therein, a triangular

g
opening be-

tween said crotch piece and the waist line of
the garment and triangular flaps perma-

nently united together at the crotel plece in g

overlapping relation and at the 13’1“31‘ and
outer edges permanently secured to the

- waist line, and adapted to overlap each other

to cover the entire lumbar region of the
wearer affording a double layer of fabric
thereover, |

In testimony whereof I have hereunto su -
scribed my name in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses. | |

~ WILLIAM A. MEREDITLL

- Witnesses: '

C. W. Hiws,
K. E. HanNAH,
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