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To all whom 1t may concern: o
Be 1t known that I, WiLriam P. Lucas, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Sharp, 1n the county of Independence, State
of Arkansas, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Wagon-Body Lift-
ers; and I do hereby declare the following to

~ be a full, clear, and exact description of the

10

mvention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and

use the same.

The present invention has reference to

1mprovements in wagon-body lifters, and it
- aims, generally, to provide an exceedingly
5 simple and effective g _
means of which the body of a wagon may be |

evice of that nature by

readily removed single handed from the run-
ning gear. -
More particularly, however, the invention

resides i the specific construction of the

~grapples which engage the clamps attached
~ to the wagon-body.
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The invention will be readily understood

from a consideration of the following de-

tailed description, and its preferred embodi-

ment 1s illustrated in the accompanying

drawings in which like
the case may be, are _
sponding reference characters in the several
views. - _

Of the said drawings, Figure 1 is a side ele-
vation of the complete invention in use, the
wagon-body being shown as raised above
the running gear. TFig. 2 is a topplanview
thereof. Kig. 3 is a detail view of the grap-
ple carried. Fig. 4 is a detailed view of the
members of one of the clamps.

Referring more particularly to the draw-

arts or features, as

ings, A designates the body of the wagon, B
1ts running gear, C the clamps which are at-

tached to the body, D the grapple, and E the
operating mechanism for the latter. -
The clamps, which, together with the

grapple, include the more important features |

of the invention, are disposed transversely
of the wagon-body and are located toward

‘the opposite ends thereof, each clamp com- |

prising a lower member 1 and an upper mem-
ber 2 in the nature of metal rods, the former
bemg provided with upstanding arms adja-
cent the sides of the wagon and terminating

1 hooks 3 and the latter with similarly

spaced depending eyes 4, the hooks being

- formed integral with the corresponding rods

il
A |

5 or secured thereto, as preferred. The lower

esignated by corre-

| the bottom of the Wagon—b(}dy; behind the

cleats which fit over the bolsters, while the
upper rods are disposed directly there-above
and rest upon the edges of the wagon sides,
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the rods having a length sufficient to project

at opposite sides beyond the corresponding

sides of the wagon, to permit of the engage-

‘ment of the adjacent hooks and eyes, the
‘particular construction of the clamps and
their disposition adjacent the cleats and

bolsters enabling them to be readily attached
to the wagon-body, and, at the same time,

})reventing their displacement during the

ifting operation hereinafter described. The
grapple, which 1s connected with the clamps

provided with terminal rings 6 and with a
centrally disposed pair of rings 7, which lat-
ter are adapted to be engaged with the

flukes 8 of an anchor-shaped hook 9. The

end rings 6 carried by the chain are, in like
manner, adapted for engagement with the

fluke 10 formed on the upper end of the

stem of an mverted Y-shaped hook 11 whose
diverging arms are likewise provided at their
free lower ends with hooks 12 which are en-
gaged with the upper members of the adja-
cent clamps, when the wagon-body is to be
lifted to or from the running gear, the chain
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during this operation, comprises a chain 5
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having a length sufficient for this purpose.

The upper end of the anchor-shaped hook
0 1s swiveled to an open rectangular frame or
head 13 which is adapted for engagement
with the hooked outer end 14 of the operat-

standard 17 whose enlarged lower end is se-
cured to a cross-piece 18 resting at opposite
ends upon a pair of posts 19, which latter,
with the cross-piece, form a supporting frame
for the operating mechanism.
end of the lever 15 has secured thereto a
chain 20 carrying a ring handle 21 by means
of which the lever is swung upon its pivot,
the lever being so mounted as to be capable
of movement in a vertical plane, as will be
apparent. The standard 17 has formed on

one side thereof a vertical series of teeth 22

which extend sufficiently far outward to per-

mit an engagement of the operating lever

therewith.
The above 1s a
invention. _ - .
In operation, the wagon is backed toward

general description of the

rods are disposed agamst the outer face of | the supporting frame until the rear end of
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ing lever 15 pivoted intermediate its ends to -
the outer end of an arcuate arm 16 project-
1ng laterally from the upper end of a vertical
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the wagon-body lies almost directly beneath | the object to be lifted, and having the hooks

the cross-piece 18 and the clamps C are then | engaged therewith.
- 2. Ina hoisting device, the combination of

attached to the grapple D by engaging the
flukes 12 of the front and rear Y-shaped
hooks 11 with the corresponding upper clamp
members. When the several parts are in
such position, the operator exerts a down-
ward pull upon the handle ring 21 of the
lever, thereby raising the grapple end thereot
and lifting the body away from the running
oear, as shown in the drawing. When the
body has been raised to the proper height,

the lever is engaged with one of the teeth 22 |

and 1s retained in such position i this man-
ner. The running gear may then be re-
moved and the lever subsequently disen-
oaged from the tooth, to deposit the body
upon the ground or upon a trestle or other
support.

In raising the body from the ground or
trestle, the operation 1s the reverse of that
above described.

What 1s claimed 15—

~with a grapple, of a clamp caried

a grapple comprising a hook having an open
swivel head and a pair of oppositely-disposed
flukes, a flexible element provided with a.
pair of centrally located rings adapted for
engagement with said flukes and an inverted

- Y-shaped hook attached to each end of said

{lexible element; and a clamp adapted to be
fastened to the object to be Iifted, and hav-
ing the hooks engaged therewith.

3. In a hoisting device, the combimation
by the

~orapple and adapted for attachment to the

body to be lifted, said elamp comprising sep-

Carate upper and lower members, one of which

1. In a hoisting device, the combimation of |

a grapple comprising a flexible element pro-

vided at each end with an inverted Y-shaped
hook, and a clamp adapted to be fastened to

1s provided with terminal eyes and the other
with termunal hooks adapted for engagement,
with the eyes.

In testimony whereof, 1 aflix my signa-
ture, in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM P. LUCAS.

Witnesses:
ALBERT SIMS,
JNo. 16, MoCoNNOCK.
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